
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           5 March 2013 
 
General Letter No 22 
 
The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust 
St Marys Menston, a Catholic Voluntary Academy 
 
In October 2011, St. Mary's and sixteen other schools started to explore Academy status under a multi academy trust. 
Four of us converted last Friday 1st March, and two more will convert on 1st April. Others may wish to join the trust as 
time goes on. Caroline Hyde is the Chair of the Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust which will start to meet from 
next week to help lead the development of the partner schools. Each school continues to have an Academy Council 
with a very similar composition to their old governing body. Although we are now independent from the Local 
Authority, we will still continue to work within our communities as we have always done, as well as within the Catholic 
Diocese. 
 
email Disruption 
You may be aware that Microsoft has had some problems across the world in their email service. Like many 
educational establishments we rely on Microsoft for our email which has been disrupted for some but not all users. We 
have been working on the problem and hope it has now been fixed.   
 
Dinner Money Cheques 
Please note that DINNER MONEY CHEQUES need to be made payable to The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 
Trust.  (Only dinner money cheques: please continue to use the usual St Mary’s, Menston on all other cheques at the 
moment.)  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Spiritual Life News 

 Papal Conclave  
We are following the developments in Rome in the conclave to decide the next leader of the Catholic Church.  
Activities are taking place in form periods to mark this momentous occasion.  Students can also follow the procedure 
through our Learning Platform  

 Holy Hour 
Every Wednesday throughout Lent there will be ‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ in the chapel between 1.00 and 
2.00 pm.  All students are welcome to come along for any part of the session.  This will be supported by information 
given through RE lessons. 

 Stations of the Cross Walk  
Throughout Lent there will be the opportunity for RE classes to take part in  a Stations of the Cross Walk within the 
School grounds, led by the Chaplaincy team.  

 Ten Ten Theatre Company 
On Wednesday and Thursday mornings of this week the Ten Ten Theatre Company, who deliver sex and 
relationships education within the teachings of the Catholic Church, will deliver a range of age-appropriate 
performances to students in Years 7 – 10.  There will be follow-up sessions in the classroom. 

 St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Celebrations: Sunday 17 March 
Leeds City Council has arranged a parade and various celebrations to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on Sunday 17 
March.  The parade will be held in the Millennium Square at 10.30am leaving at 11.00am.  Following the parade there 
is an afternoon of fun and entertainment at Millennium Square.  Further details of the day and other organised events 
can be found at www.leedsgoingirish.co.uk  
 
Year 8 Choices Evening 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening which will take place today 
at 5.30pm as part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 
programme. 
 
Year 11 Lunchtime ‘Catch Up’ Sessions 
Starting from Monday 4 March there will be a silent study area available at lunchtimes on Monday through to Thursday 
each week.  This will take place in M5 which has PCs available to use.  All year 11 pupils are welcome to use this 
facility as they make their final preparations for forthcoming exams. 
 

http://www.leedsgoingirish.co.uk/


 

Summer Exam Timetable 2013 
Years 9 and 10 have been issued with their timetables for the summer exams. This will be very useful in revision 
planning. 
 
Parent Consultation Evenings 

 Year 9 Parent Consultation Tuesday 12 March 2013 
Appointment schedules will be sent home with students by the end of this week. 

 Year 10 Parent Consultation Tuesday 26 March 2013 
Invitations for this evening were sent out last week.  Please ensure your slip with your preferred time is returned  
to school no later than Monday 11 March. 

 
Sporting News 
Congratulations to Year 7 student Olivia Brady who has been selected for the West Riding U12 Football Squad and 
plays her first game on Saturday.  Olivia also plays for Guiseley Girls U12s who are presently top of the league and 
are through to the semi-finals of the Cup!  We wish Olivia every success for the future. 
 
GCSE A Level Showcase 
Friends and families have been invited to the GCSE/A Level Music Showcase which takes place this Thursday as part 
of the practical element of the Music examinations.  
 
Callum Hall Trust 
Thank you to all who attended the Emily Maguire fund-raising event held on Friday evening in aid of the Callum Hall 

Trust Fund.  The event raised a total of £1007.  The Facebook page, Callum Hall Trust, gives regular updates on his 
progress.  Thank you for your generous support. 
 
Wesley’s Wish: Charity Cake Sale and Coffee Morning: Saturday 9 March 
Wesley is the little brother of Isobel Jackson, one of our year 9 students.  Wes was born with cerebral palsy, a brain 
problem that prevents him from crawling, standing or walking; so his family are raising funds for a pioneering operation 
- Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy (SDR) – which could allow him to lead a normal life.   More information is available at 
www.wesleyswish.org   Friends and family are holding a coffee morning and cake sale on Saturday 9 March at 10am 
at Guiseley Methodist Church.  There will be stalls selling cakes, Mothers’ Day gifts and games for younger children. 
If you are able to attend and show your support then it would be a big help to the family.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
Prayer for Pope Benedict XVI  
 
Let us pray for Benedict, our Pope 
 
May the Lord protect him 
and grant him length of days. 
Amen. 
 
May the Lord be his shield 
and deliver him from all harm. 
Amen. 
 
May the Lord give him happiness and peace 
all the days of his life. 
Amen. 

http://www.facebook.com/CallumHallTrust
http://www.wesleyswish.org/

