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Dear Parents         9 March 2016 
 
General Letter No 22 
 
Jesus, as if capturing the very heart of his mission on earth said, ‘..the Son of Man came to seek and 
save that which is lost (Luke 19:10) 
 

CAFOD Lenten Collection 
We have collected £77.81 following the CAFOD Lenten Fast Day on Friday 4 March. 
 
Blessing of the Door of Mercy and Commissioning of the Newman Group 
During Year 8 Mass on Thursday 11 February, Canon Lawrie Hulme blessed our Door of Mercy. The 
door, which had been made ready for the previous day, Ash Wednesday, is the entrance into the 
school’s main hall and bears the image of every member of our whole school community. Each time 
we walk through the door we are reminded that during Lent and throughout this special year we want 
to bring about a change. The inscription above the door reads, ‘we are each made in God’s image. In 
this Jubilee of Mercy, let us reflect His mercy in all that we say and do’. 
Towards the end of Mass Year 8 also witnessed the commissioning of our chaplaincy group, known 
as the Newman Group. The group comprises six students who are young people committed to their 
faith and who put service to others before themselves. Fr Lawrie blessed their hands that they may be 
used for the work of God here on earth and he prayed to the Father that they may be given 
knowledge and wisdom, courage and reverence, a good heart and a desire to make a difference. We 
felt honoured to be witness to this display of faith and commitment and hope that other students will 
be inspired to follow their example. Please see the website for photographs of the occasion: 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2016/3/9/blessing 
 
Vacancy 
A vacancy has arisen for a Faculty Leader of Maths, required for September 2016. The post is full 
time and permanent.  Salary scale is L8 – L12 (£45,876 - £50,620).  Closing date for applications is 
Monday 14 March 2016, 12 Noon.  Further details and application form are available from the school 
website in the vacancies section. 
 
Year 8 Choices Evening 
Year 8 Choices Evening took place last evening, and provided students and parents with detailed 
information about the subjects available for study in KS4.  Students attend a Choices assembly and 
meet on an individual basis with their form tutor to provide opportunity to discuss their choices further.  
The evening was very well attended and feedback indicated that subjects were well represented and 
informative.  Subject preference forms need to be returned to school by Friday 18 March. 
 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Wednesday 16 March 
A reminder to parents that have yet to make appointments for the forthcoming parental consultation 
that the evening will close for bookings on Friday 11 March at 7.00pm.  A guide on how to make 
appointments was sent home last week.  If you are experiencing any problems, please contact Mrs E 
Robertson at school. 
 
Maths Challenge 
Well done to the Year 9 and 10 pupils who competed in the intermediate maths challenge. As a 
school we have achieved 3 gold certificates, 14 silver certificates and 22 bronze certificates. 
Congratulations to Stevie Ginty in Year 9 who achieved the highest score in the school and has 
qualified for the Intermediate Mathematics Olympiad. Congratulations also to Keith Bray who 

achieved the highest score in year 10. 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2016/3/9/blessing
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Year 9 Health Fair Questionnaire Winners 
During the recent Health Fair, pupils completed a questionnaire.  As the pupils visited the various 
stalls and interacted with the presenters they recorded facts and information that they found relevant 
and interesting. The feedback from pupils, on the morning, was very positive and they wished that 
they had longer. The visiting stall holders were full of praise for our Year 9 pupils remarking on their 
polite and respectful manner and their searching questions regarding all aspects of health.  Prizes for 
the most informed return went to Jonah Thorp, Louie Buxton and Finlay Jezzard from Form 9. 
 
Sixth Form Apprenticeship Fair 
An Apprenticeship Fair will take place in school on Tuesday afternoon, 22 March. This will be open to 
all members of Year 12 and selected members of Years 11 and 13 who are considering applying for 
apprenticeships. 
 
School Buses 
All pupils who travel on the school buses must have a Young Persons Photo-card this then allows 
them to pay half fare on the bus.  Without one of these the pupil must pay full fare, if they do not have 
the full fare they will not be allowed to travel.  Metro are checking buses and checking that the bus 
driver is scanning the Young Persons Photo Card.  One bus company has been fined for allowing 
pupils to travel without this. 
 
Student News 

 St. Mary’s students last week took part in the 2016 Leeds Schools’ Climbing Competition at the 
Depot Climbing Centre, Leeds competing against 15 other schools.  Accompanied by Mr 
Lancaster, all our students performed admirably.  Stephen Cooper, Year 9, finished fourth in the 
KS3 age group and John Cooper, Year 11, finished fourth in the KS4 age group.  Excellent climbs 
from Year 11 team members Hugo Styles, Matthew Wilkinson, Joe Williams, Nathan Mansfield, 
Jacob Bostock, John Cracknell and Cameron Watson, Year 12, resulted in the St. Mary’s team 
finishing third overall.  The team thoroughly enjoyed their day.  Well done to all involved. 

 Congratulations to Jessica Heyburn 7C who has recently enjoyed further success in the sport of 
Irish Dancing.  She last week travelled to Leicester to compete at the Cumann Rince Dea Mheasa 
Burden Feis Competition as a warm up to the World Championships in March.  Jessica came 
away with a staggering five first places: the Light Jig, Trophy Reel, Heavy Jig, Preliminary 
Championship and Open Championship.   

 Four teams from St. Mary’s last week took part in the Leeds Schools Dance Competition at 
Temple Moor High School at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 teams, organised by the Leeds North 
West School Sport Partnership. The judges were extremely impressed with the high standard 
from all the schools.  We are delighted that the KS3 team, ‘Salut’ consisting Carragh Casserly, 
Caitlin Howarth, Lucy Campbell, Lily Humphreys, Katie Fearnley and Louisa Morris were awarded 
third place in the competition with the other three teams ‘commended’ for their performances.   

 Twelve students represented St. Mary’s in the recent Leeds Rotary Technology Tournament held 
at the John Charles Centre for Sport.  Teams were set a practical technological problem to solve, 
providing them with an opportunity to develop essential enterprise skills such as team building 
and problem solving in a fun environment, alongside teams from other schools.  Our Sixth Form 
team comprising Joanna Ciesluk, Matthew Overton, Naomi Shakespeare-Rees and James Styles 
came second in their age group.   



 

 
protected – destroy by shredding 

O:\COMMUNICATION\General Letter\2015-16\22 08.03.16.doc 

Year 8 Corporal Works of Mercy Week 
A small group of Year 8 pupils spent a week in school focussing on the Corporal Works of Mercy. 
Canon Chris Irving visited and spoke to the group about his work as a Chaplain to the sick in our 
Leeds Hospitals. He also spoke about the work of his fellow priests who visit those in prison. The 
following day the group visited the Holy Door of Mercy at St Anne’s Cathedral before spending time at 
St Vincent de Paul’s Headquarters helping pack in readiness for their move to new premises. On the 
Wednesday preparation was made for a visit to the school’s memorial garden. Pupils made paper 
poppies and wrote bidding prayers which were shared in a liturgy to close the day. The schools 
support of refugees was a point of discussion which produced some very thought provoking poetry. 
There was a visit to Myddelton Grange’s Calverly and then, led by Frank McCrickard, the group set off 
on the Environmental walk cleaning the information boards as they went. We were all reminded of the 
beauty and balance of God’s creation and of our responsibility to respect our earth and all that live 
within it. Friday was a day to reflect upon much, to visit the Year 9 Health Fair, and to celebrate the 
week with a tea party. 

 
 
Poem 
This poem was written by Poppy Parker who was part of the Year 8 Corporal Works of Mercy Week 
group. 
Animal - Refugee POV (Point of view) 
'I am to be called an animal, with how I live. Only mud shielding my feet from piercing glass and 
stone. 
I am to be labelled as a refugee, from the place I am born, the way I try to live. 
I am to be called a pig, for asking for money, when I tried to get a job, they see me as desperate. 
I am to be called a dog, for how I am stray, how I cannot afford a home nor food. 
I am to be called a donkey, for how I carry everything on my back, how my clothes pile up. How I 
survive. 
I am to be called a pigeon, how I eat what I can find and how I am told I 'carry disease'. 

But am I an animal or refugee? Am I not a brother in need? Am I not a human? Am I not just 
like you? 
If you are the one pushing, forcing a fellow man into danger, then you sir are the real animal.' 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 

 


