
 

 
protected – destroy by shredding 

O:\COMMUNICATION\General Letter\2018-19\22 26.02.19.docx 

Dear Parents         28 February 2019 
 
General Letter No 22 
 
Ash Wednesday: Preparation for Lent 
 
Ashing services will take place in school, where there is 
opportunity for students to receive ashes.   
 
To mark the day as a whole school event, focussing on 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, we will have a simple (but 
adequate) menu in the kitchen and a donation from the 
day’s income will be made to Cafod.   More information 
will be given to students during assemblies and in form 
time:  the emphasis is on providing the school community 
with an opportunity to reflect and think. 
 
 
Year 7 Science Fair 
A letter has been sent to parents of Year 7 students regarding the Year 7 Science Fair.  This is an 
exciting opportunity for students to creatively explore aspects of Science which they are passionate 
about, and develop their investigative skills.  Each student will have prepared a project or experiment, 
no larger than an exam desk, to present on the day.  The Science Fair takes place on Monday, 11 
March (Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn) and Tuesday, 12 March (More, Postgate and 
Wharton) from 2.00pm to 3.00pm in the Sports Hall.  Students will be able to demonstrate and explain 
their work to each other, their teachers and parents/guardians. Visitors will be very welcome, please 
see the information in the letter. 
 
Year 8 Residential 
Our Year 8 students arrived safely on Monday in the Lake District to experience a full programme of 
activities throughout the week.  Their anticipated arrival back in school on Friday is 2.30pm, in time for 
the school buses. Year 8 students in school are following a programme of study about environment 
and sustainability.  
 
Year 8 Choices Evening: Tuesday 5 March 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening at 5.30 pm 
for a presentation and to visit subjects as an integral part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 
students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  On arrival each student will receive an 
individual information pack. 
 
Year 11 Music Showcase Concert 
Year 11 Musicians will be performing their ensemble performances this evening at 7pm in the Main 
Hall to which friends and family are invited. Tickets are £3 and can be purchased on the door. 
Refreshments and a bake sale in aid of Bambisanani will be available. 
 
PSHE at St. Mary's  
As part of the PSHE curriculum, Year 9 will have a dedicated day for this today, Thursday. Pupils will 
be off timetable for the day and there will be a number of different workshops taking place during this 
day during Periods1-5.  We hope that this day will be an informative day for pupils and build upon 
their PSHE lessons from Year 7 and 8. 
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As part of this event the students will attend a Health Fair during the morning where stalls will be 
manned by members of community care services, covering a range of community care based 
services, including information on Drugs and Alcohol Awareness, Cafod, Environmental Health, and 
our Safer Schools Community Liaison Team will also be here. We also have the Diocesan Youth 
Service who will give information about their work and what is available for young people throughout 
the Diocese.  Year 12 students will be manning a number of stalls, including oral health, healthy 
eating and anti-bullying. 
 
Year 11 Reward Day to Blackpool 
A reminder that the deadline for payments for the Year 11 Reward Day to Blackpool Pleasure Beach 
is Friday, 1 March via the ParentPay system.  Should your son/daughter prefer not to take part, 
please inform Mrs Ash via email j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 

 
Bambisanani Partnership 
 

 
Following a very successful and much 
appreciated collection of football shirts a 
few years ago, there is now an 
opportunity to make another collection. 
Please send any unwanted football 
shirts, sizing for around 10/11 years old, 
for which you no longer have use to Mr 
Dobson or Mrs Chattoe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Careers at St. Mary's 
Leeds Trinity University are hosting Subject Focus Days for pupils in Year 12. If any pupils are 
perhaps still undecided what subject might be best to study at university, then these days are an 
excellent way to find out more.   Students will get a taster of life on campus, an interactive workshop 
in their chosen subject and support with UCAS applications. The days and subjects are as follows: 

Tuesday 11 June 2019 
• Primary Education 
• Children, Young 
People and Families 
• Health and 
Nutrition 
• Health and Social 
Care 

Wednesday 12 June 2019 
• Media and Film 
• Psychology 
• Criminology and 
Sociology 
• English 
• Journalism 
 

Friday 14 June 2019 
• Sport and PE 
• Philosophy, Ethics 
and Religion 
• Business 
• Law 
• Computer Science 

For more information about the days and to book a place, please visit 
http://www.leedstrinity.ac.uk/business-and-partnerships/schools-colleges-and-teacher-
services/working-with-us/subject-focus-days  
 
Chaos at Ilkley Playhouse 
We have been asked to recommend this production: Chaos is a specially written play for NYT, 
National Theatre Connections. Ilkley Playhouse has been chosen as one of a number of theatres 
nationally to perform it. One of the purposes of NYT is to encourage young people to become 
involved in theatre. The production will be performed on 28 February, 1 and 2 March at 7.30pm, 
details can be found on the Ilkley Playhouse website, bookings can also be made there. St. Mary’s 
students Jessica Button, Jack Hudson, Gabriel Jones and Magnus Cameron will take part. 
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The WonderDome 
Last week, pupils in Year 8 were invited to attend a session in The WonderDome, with a genuine 
astrophysics expert to align with our topic of Light & Waves. Along with some fantastic 3D cinema of 
the universe and the moon walk, pupils were given the opportunity to ask questions and direct the 
sessions towards space topics they were most interested in. Some of those discussed were of an 
extremely high level; gravitational waves, why the earth is getting further from the sun and the 
evidence to disprove the flat earth conspiracy. 
 
I know this was enjoyed by students and staff alike and has provided an opportunity to further their 
love of Science. Staff at WonderDome have written to the school to praise the enthusiasm and 
behaviour of our pupils on the day. Well done Year 8! 
 
Initial Teacher Training Experience Day 
Are you wanting to work with young people and make a difference?  Do you have a degree?  Then 
teaching might be for you!  You are invited to join us for an 'ITT (Initial Teacher Training) Experience 
Day' on Wednesday, 13 March to discover more about the profession and what life is like as a trainee 
teacher at St. Mary's.  For more information and to book a place, please contact 
j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/. 
 
Ski Trip 
I am delighted to say that all pupils have now returned from a successful Ski Trip which took place 
during February half-term.  As is always the case at St Mary’s, the hotel congratulated us on the 
impeccable conduct of our group.  We are grateful to all staff involved for their time given and for the 
support provided for the students.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher  
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