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Dear Parents                        28 February 2017 
 
General Letter No 22 

Virtues: Justice is fair treatment for all.  

Lenten Good Shepherd and Good Samaritan 

 As we enter into Lent, a period of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving, we will be collecting 
monies saved from fasting for the Bishop’s 
Good Shepherd Appeal.  Collections will be 
taken every Friday morning in form time 
during Lent.   

 This year we also ask for your support and 
generosity in providing any personal hygiene 
items, in particular, feminine hygiene products 
to St Vincent De Paul Leeds for their work to 
support displaced mothers and sisters into 
employment. There will be a collection box in 
the Chapel for donations. 

 
Ashing Services 
As we prepare for the events of Holy Week and Easter we will receive ashes as a sign of our 
willingness to turn back to God and change our lives. These will be distributed in two morning 
services for Years 7 – 10 and for Y12/13 students where they are free.  There is also a lunch-time 
service at 1.15 pm in the chapel for staff, Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 students.  
 
Flame – 11 March 2017 – The SSE Arena, Wembley 
Flame is the largest National Catholic Youth Event of 2017 put together by the Catholic Youth Ministry 
Federation of England and Wales.  Representatives from St. Mary’s have participated in both 2012 
and 2015.  Throughout the day, speakers will give bursts of input, interspersed with world class music 
and drama (Matt Redman is a double Grammy award winner), giving students much to be inspired by 
and reflect upon.  For more information go to http://cymfed.org.uk/flame2017 .  There is also a 
commendation from Cardinal Vincent Nichols.  St. Mary’s will be travelling to Flame on the Leeds 
Diocese Youth Service fun bus which will depart Leeds at approximately 6.00am.  There are still seats 
available, the cost is £32 per person including admission/travel and parking.  If any student is 
interested in joining our party please see Mrs Findlay for more details. 
 
Year 8 Choices Evening: Tuesday 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening this 
evening at 5.30 pm to a presentation and to visit subjects as an integral part of the process of subject 
choices for Year 8 students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  On arrival each 
student will receive an individual information pack.  
 
Year 10 Parent Consultation 14 March 2017 4.00pm-7.00pm 
Parents of Year 10 students will be able to book appointments for the forthcoming parent consultation 
from Friday 3 March 7.00am and close on Friday 10 March at 11.00pm.  Please phone Mrs Robertson if 
you experience any difficulties in accessing the website 

http://cymfed.org.uk/flame2017
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Year 9 Immunisations - Diptheria, Tetanus and Polio and Meningitis 
The immunisation forms will be distributed this week. Please can you sign and return the consent 
form to school by Friday 17 March latest.  
 
Home-school Communication  
We firmly believe that the communication between student, parent and staff is very strong at St. 
Mary’s.  General communication works well through notes to form tutors and subject teachers via the 
planner and, where it is evident that Faculty Leader and Student Progress Leader communication is 
appropriate, an email communication to school, via the admin email address or the contact option on 
the school’s website, is the most efficient way of contacting these members of staff.  Please be 
mindful that all staff have a teaching timetable and it is not always possible to contact the member of 
staff immediately, except in an emergency. 
 
Student Progress Leaders make return telephone calls and written communication and arrange 
meetings to fit in with their teaching timetable: we are unable to meet with parents on an ad hoc basis, 
unless in an absolute emergency.  We look forward to continuing with this effective means of home-
school communication.    
 
Attendance 
We are pleased with our attendance figures so far this year: attendance 5 September 2016 to 10 
February 2017: Year 7 96.4%; Year 8 96.4%; Year 9 96.2%; Year 10 95.9%; Year 11 93.5%.  The 
overall attendance is 95.7%: we appreciate the support of our families in maintaining a good level of 
attendance which has been proven to reflect positively in outcomes. 
 
Bambisanani Quiz Night: Friday 10 March 2017 at 7.00 – 9.00 pm at St Mary’s, Menston 

Following a very successful fund-raising quiz last year, with a presentation shield for the best adult 
and the best sixth form teams, we are once again hosting a Quiz Night in aid of Bambisanani funds.  
Mrs Pounder’s team are keen to defend their title: can you beat them?  Teams of 8 will compete for 
the top spot, whilst enjoying wine, soft drinks and a selection of cheeses, included in the ticket price of 
£5.  Tickets are available from Mrs Chattoe at school: please note this is a ticket only event.  We look 
forward to an entertaining evening. 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for items of news from the Diocese website:  
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 

http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/

