
 

 

 
 
Dear Parents                  27 February & 6 March 2018 
  
General Letter No 22 & 23 
 
I would like to thank parents for their patience and understanding 
last week regarding the challenges that we faced due to the 
weather.  As a school we will try to open where possible, but any 
decision that is taken to close is to ensure the Health and Safety 
of staff and students.  The decision was taken to open initially on 
Wednesday due to the fact that the site was clear and the buses 
were able to transport the children into school. Subsequently the 
decision was taken to close school during the morning due to the 
sudden deterioration in weather conditions.  Following site 
inspections, I then decided to close school on Thursday and 
Friday to safeguard staff and students.  
 
As a result of the closure, this is the first general letter in two 
weeks: we are making Easter preparations and there is a lot 
taking place in school. 
 
Lenten Prayer: 
Lord God 
We pray that in seeking God’s will and God’s ways, we may be open to a real change of direction, 
and allow ourselves to be surprised by the unexpected blessings of a new challenge or attitude. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Examination Preparation 
Staff continue to support students in preparation for summer examinations at both GCSE and A Level.  
Part of this process is to build on the PPE1 performance and this includes PPE 2 mock exam 
assessments in Years 11 and 13 this week, which are taking place during normal lessons.  We thank 
you for your continued support as your son or daughter prepares for examinations and would like to 
take this opportunity to remind you of the wide range of lunch-time and after school sessions we offer.  
If you have any concerns please contact the relevant subject teacher or Student Progress Leader.   
 
 
Ullswater experience: a report from 
Mr Harvey, Year 8 Student Progress 
Leader 
Cold? Wet? Tiring? All of the above but 
what a pleasure it was to be there. The 
Year 8 students were a credit to the 
school, pushing themselves beyond 
their limits to demonstrate Growth 
Mindset in action. Whether it was 
wading fully-clothed through a lake, 
frantically finding a foothole in a sheer 
rockface, sharing marshmallows 
around a campfire or waking up in a 
frozen tent we all had the opportunities 
to find new skills and achieve what, 
previously, may have been considered 
impossible. 
 



 
What impressed me most was the way in which students helped each other, overcoming difficulties 
and supporting one another through a variety of testing times. I hope that the friendships formed 
through the bonds which were created can last a lifetime. I will never forget what was a phenomenal 
experience and I would like to thank the students and staff, all of whom joined in whole-heartedly in 
making the most of the great outdoors. 
 
Year 8 Choices Evening: Tuesday 6 March 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening today at 
5.30 pm for a presentation and to visit subjects as an integral part of the process of subject choices 
for Year 8 students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  On arrival each student will 
receive an individual information pack.  
 
In addition there was an Assembly for Year 8 last Monday based on their KS4 options. 
 
Year 9 Health Fair 

 
The Year 9 Health Fair was a huge success enjoyed by both facilitators and pupils. Year 9 were 
praised for their mature approach, interest and inquiring questions. 
 
The winner of the most informed questionnaire will receive a prize in assembly this week. 
 
Year 12 Parent Consultation Thursday 15 March 4.00-7.00 
Letters of invite and instructions on scheduling appointments for the above parent consultation have 
been emailed.  The software opens on Wednesday 7 March 6.00am for parents to schedule 
appointments and will close Tuesday 13 March at 7.00am.  If you have any difficulty logging on to the 
system please contact Mrs E Robertson 01943 883017. 
 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Tuesday 20 March 4.00-7.00 
Letters of invite and instructions on scheduling appointments for the above parent consultation will be 
emailed to parents shortly.  Please note the software does not open until Monday 12 March 6.00am 
for parents to schedule appointments. 
 
Attendance 
Thank you for continued support in ensuring your child has good attendance. 
4 September 2017 to 9 February 2018: 
Year 7 - 96.0%; Year 8 - 95.6%; Year 9 - 94.9%; Year 10 - 94.7%; Year 11 - 95.3%. 
 
Number of Pupils with 100% for the same period: 
Year 7 - 37 pupils; Year 8 - 29 pupils; Year 9 - 22 pupils; Year 10 - 17 pupils; Year 11 - 22 pupils. 
 
Sylvia Cullen – UK Youth Parliament Elections 

We are delighted to announce that Year 12 student Sylvia Cullen has been duly 
elected as a member of the UK Youth Parliament for Leeds.  Members of the 
Youth Parliament (MYPs) are elected annually in every part of the UK.  Once 
elected, MYPs meet with MPs and local councillors, organise events, run 
campaigns, make speeches, hold debates and ensure the views of young people 
are listened to by decision makers.  Their most important role is to make sure they 
represent the views of the young people in their constituency.  MYPs are not 
affiliated with a political party. 

Ten young people from Leeds were shortlisted and members of the public were asked to cast a vote 
to decide the selection of the final five candidates.  Sylvia was duly elected. 

 
 



 

 

Visit to the Alhambra Theatre, Bradford - Tuesday 27 February 
Years 11, 12 and 13 Drama students visited the Alhambra Theatre to see the critically acclaimed 
theatre production of War Horse by the National Theatre.  We are pleased that the students were able 
to see the performance despite the poor weather. 
 
Progress Report 3 
Years 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 reports have now been issued to students. Please take time to discuss 
these with your son/daughter. 
 
Bradford Catholic Girls’ Choir sing on National Radio 
Bradford Catholic Girls’ Choir, part of the Diocese’s Schools Singing Programme, have been given 
the prestigious opportunity to sing on BBC Radio 4’s Daily Service, providing the music for two Lent 
meditations on Tuesday 13 and Wednesday 14 March. The choir, including several singers from St 
Mary's, are regularly invited to sing for the BBC and are one of only a handful of youth choirs to enjoy 
this privilege. The broadcasts can be listened to live on Radio 4 DAB or LW at 9.45am on both days, 
and then on BBC Radio iPlayer by searching for Daily Service.   
 
Youth Event at SS John Fisher and Thomas More  
All students, at St. Mary’s Menston, from the Parish of SS John Fisher and Thomas More, Burley in 
Wharfedale, are warmly invited to attend our Parish Youth event on Thursday 8 March. The event will 
take place in the parish hall from 6:30pm-8:30pm. Our Diocesan Youth Team will be with us on the 
evening. They will be helping us to explore what young people can do to get involved in our Parish 
and what the young people themselves might want from the Parish to help them in their lives and in  
their faith. The evening promises to be fun …. with pizza and games included!! Please do think about 
coming along especially if you have been part of the Confirmation Group in recent years or you are 
part of the group for this year; it will be a great way to get involved in our Church. If you have friends 
that are part of the Parish but who go to another school please extend the invite to them too. We are 
really looking forward to seeing you all. 
 
School Closures 
All parents were sent a text message during last week’s school closures due to the bad weather.  If 
you did not receive a message, please contact Mrs Robertson e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org to 
check that your contact details are correct.   
 
Bambisanani Quiz Night: Friday 9 March at 7.00 – 9.00 pm at St Mary’s, Menston 
Following a very successful fund-raising quiz last year, we are once again hosting a Quiz Night with 
wine and snacks, in aid of Bambisanani funds.  Teams of 8 will compete for the top spot, whilst 
enjoying wine, soft drinks and a selection of treats, included in the ticket price of £6.   
Tickets are available from Mrs Chattoe at school: please note this is a ticket only event.  A prize will 
also be awarded for the most creative team name! We look forward to an entertaining evening. 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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