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Dear Parents         5 March 2019 
 
General Letter No 23 
 
Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent -  a forty-day period of 
time which reminds us of the forty days Jesus spent in the desert 
preparing for his public ministry: the work of God.  Lent allows us 
time to reflect upon who we are and where we are with regard to 
our relationship with God.  Our Lenten assemblies have set 
challenges for us throughout Lent. 
 
TO GIVE: to reflect upon the gifts and talents we have and to use 
them in the service of others 
 
TO BE THANKFUL: to reflect upon the many blessings we have 
in our lives and be grateful 
 
TO PRAY: to reflect upon the immense love God has for each 
and every one of us and to ‘talk’ to him and therefore deepen, 
renew and refresh our friendship with him. 
 
On Ash Wednesday we are, as a community, to live simply.  Food served in school over the whole 
day will be plain and simple.  By stripping back some of the luxuries in our lives we challenge 
ourselves to be more focused and create space for Christ. 
 
Each Friday throughout Lent there will be collections in form to gather contributions toward CAFOD. 
 

 
Year 8 Residential 
The Y8 residential was very successful and enjoyed 
by students and staff.  Mr Dootson, Outdoor Pursuits 
Coordinator and Mrs Hayes, Student Progress 
Leader for Y8, led the residential.  Mrs Hayes 
comments: The weather was amazing with the 
instructors ensuring that they carried suntan 
lotion....in February!!! All the pupils pushed 
themselves to the limit and threw themselves into 
every activity. They climbed, jumped from the jetty, 
camped, canoed, rowed, walked, jogged, rock 
climbed, gorge walked, stargazed and some of 
these were done in the dark! I was so proud of how 
the pupils conducted themselves - they listening 
carefully to the instructors, followed the instructions 
given and really worked together as a team with 
other pupils that they may not have necessarily 
known that well.   These pupils were a credit to 
themselves, to their parents and to the school. I 
hoped that they have all taken something from this 
experience that they can use in everyday life. 
 
 

 



 
Year 8 Choices Evening: Tuesday 5 March 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening today at 
5.30 pm for a presentation and to visit subjects as an integral part of the process of subject choices 
for Year 8 students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  On arrival each student will 
receive an individual information pack. 
 
Parent Academy Councillor Vacancy  
There is a vacancy available for a parent representative on the Academy Council.   We have two 
parent governors on our Academy Council, Mr Dominic Adams whose term of office is until June 
2020, and Mr Chris Billington, whose term of office comes to an end in March. Governors make a 
significant contribution to the development of the school and our ability to give an outstanding Catholic 
education to all our students. Please see the attached letter and information about being a Parent 
Governor at St. Mary’s.  
 
We would like to thank Mr Chris Billington for the work he has done for the Academy as a Parent 
representative over the last four years, particularly in the areas of standards and admissions, where 
Mr Billington has been a very active member of the Academy Council: he is currently Vice-Chair of the 
Academy Council and has taken on the role of chair of the Standards and Admissions committees, 
and, more recently, as the Academy Council has reviewed and developed a new committee structure 
with a Chair of Admissions and link governors to key areas, as link governor for Standards.   Mr 
Billington has indicated that he will submit a nomination for a further term of office.  For further 
information about the role and a nomination form, please contact Mrs A Tindall, Clerk to the Academy 
Council.   Please note that nominations should be returned by Monday 25 March 2019. 
 
School Bus Services - Guidelines for the provision of school services 
We would be grateful if parents would respond to the provision guidelines below. The consultation 
closes on 15 March 2019. 
 
The West Yorkshire Combined Authority organises and subsidises a range of school bus services for 
around 25,000 pupils and students across West Yorkshire. These services are provided where 
suitable public transport services are not available.  
 
Given ongoing pressure to reduce local authority budgets, the Combined Authority must ensure that 
limited taxpayer investment is targeted where it is most needed. As a result, they are planning to 
revise the guidelines on the provision of subsidised school bus services from 1 July 2019 and are 
seeking the views of service users and other interested parties before doing so. The new guidelines 
would come into effect at the start of the new school year – 1 September 2019. 
 
Parents are invited to complete a questionnaire hosted on the Combined Authority’s consultation and 
engagement website where you can also find out more details about the proposed changes. Please 
follow this link for further information Yourvoice  Parents are able to have their say on the proposals 
until 15 March 2019. Depending on the feedback received, the guidelines may be revised, subject the 
availability of funding. Any new guidelines (reflecting feedback received) will come into effect from 1 
July 2019, with the new services running from 1 September 2019. 
 
Safeguarding: Social Media 
Could parents be wary of the use of social media sites by their children and the relevant age 
restrictions: use of these sites by some students is having implications and a negative impact in 
school.  Please use this link to access the age restrictions: https://www.stmarysmenston.org/personal-
safety/ 
 
PSHE at St. Mary's 
Last Thursday, Year 9 pupils were off timetable for a whole 
day dedicated to PSHE, involving a variety of workshops. 
These workshops were: financial education run by 
representatives from Lloyds Bank,  Gambling awareness, 
the importance of sleep, Brexit, revision and memory skills, 
and a yoga session focused on mindfulness and relaxation.  
Pupils also had the opportunity to visit the Health Fair. The 
day ended with a very informative presentation by PC 
Matthew Guy on knife crime and county lines.  We felt it was 
an excellent day, greatly enjoyed by and benefitting all 
involved.  
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Careers at St. Mary’s 
Students in Years 9 – 13 are welcome to attend a Lunch drop in session Thursday 7 March 1.30pm in 
M6.  Following on from the great success of our last two sessions on medicine and law, this drop in 
session is for pupils who perhaps aren’t sure about the university route. 
 We will be hosting Lindsey Bell, who works for the NHS in a project management role, and she believes 
that her career has developed because of her skills, experience and expertise which she has developed 
over time.   This will be a really interesting session which will show pupils different pathways and different 
skills needed in the world of work, all without the need for a degree.  
  
Geography Y11 River Study 
Our Y11 geographers have experienced a day at Malham on Monday or today, completing an exercise 
covering essential field work skills and data collection in preparation for their examinations in June.  
 
German Exchange Visit 
Mr Sinnett and Miss Parlby will accompany a group of 20 Y10 students on the 33rd German exchange 
visit from Friday for a week.  During their stay with host families they will be immersed in German family 
life and culture and also have the opportunity to visit Cologne and Aachen.  We value these visits as a 
great opportunity to put the language learnt in school into practice. 
 
Otley Choral Society Concert  
Otley Choral Society have asked us to pass on information about the next concert at Otley Parish Church 
by Otley Choral Society on 23 March at 7.30 pm This will be a concert performance of Purcell's amazing 
Dido and Aeneas, and a performance of Ave Maris Stella by Monteverdi (part of his Vespers) This would 
be an excellent opportunity for students to become acquainted with some magnificent Baroque choral 
music and entry is free for all students under 18. Please use this link to the Choral Society for further 
information www.otleychoral.org.uk 

 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary to 
the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/. 
 
FLAME 
Y11 students Charlotte Peirse, and Holly Brearton and Year 8 
students Genevieve Thompson and Tess Yeardley, along with 
parent and staff, joined with students from other high schools from 
across the Diocese in representing their schools at FLAME, 
Wembley Arena.  Flame is a bi-annual event for young people 
organised by CYMFed, the Catholic Youth Ministry Federation of 
England and Wales.  Around nine thousand young people 
gathered together from all corners of the UK and beyond for a day 
of prayer, adoration, catechesis and praise.  The theme for 
FLAME 2019 was #Flame 2019 #Significance - a day to 
remember 
and aimed to explore that we are “God’s Work of Art (Eph 2:10), 
His masterpiece”.  The day included input from Tim Hughes, 
singer and songwriter, Guvna B, multi-award winning rapper, Fr 
Paul Farrah, Cardinal Jean Vanier, Rise Theatre and Robert 
Madu, an American Christian who presents the Gospel in a unique and relevant way. Charlotte Peirse 
commented “Flame has helped me realise that despite growing up in a modern world where technology 
surrounds us, social media does not define who we are and hopefully now I can focus on the significant 
and truly important things I my life, and I am looking forward to FLAME 2020.” 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley, Headteacher  
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