
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           12 March 2013 
General Letter No 23 
Withdrawal of discretionary transport to faith schools 
You may or may not be aware that Leeds council are consulting on taking away subsidised transport to faith schools. 
(This is nothing to do with Academy status as the proposal is to remove transport to faith schools regardless of 
status). The consultation will run from 27 February to 27 March 2013 and the relevant documents and on-line link can 
be accessed at http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Children-and-young-people-transport-review.aspx 
 
The consultation document describes why the Council has engaged in this public consultation and on the scope of the 
present policy. The survey seeks your views on the extent to which you agree or disagree with changing the current 
provisions. 
 
Obviously we need to make a robust response to the council to try and ensure they do continue with the current 
arrangements. In response I have asked for representatives to come to St. Mary's to explain why they are thinking of 
this change. It is my belief that the plans will not save the money expected for a number of reasons. The main reason 
being the limited number of places in the Leeds system.  It would lead to a system where a student who would come 
to St. Mary's now, being given a place in a different school not within walking distance and then the council providing 
transport!  
 
I would like the representatives to hear as many voices as possible so we can make sure this proposal never comes 
to fruition. The meeting is at 6.00pm on Tuesday 19 March at St. Mary's. The council will explain their reasons, 
then we can ask them questions and make comments. We need to safeguard our Catholic education for the future 
generations, so please put the date in your diaries. 
 
Music Showcase Event 
Congratulations to all involved in a three hour musical extravaganza which took place last Thursday and showcased 
the formidable musical talent of GCSE and A Level Music students.  The evening was a fabulous success.  The range 
and quality of music was outstanding and the packed audience was treated to a really incredible evening.  Special 
thanks to Mrs Chapman and her team, for not only organising this wonderful event, but also for all the hours of 
dedication, supporting students to get to the amazing standard that they have achieved.    
      
Year 9 Parent Consultation Tuesday 12 March 2013 
We look forward to meeting parents this evening at the consultations: students have been issued (yesterday) with their 
latest target grades, to help inform the meetings.   
 
Years 10 and 11 Grades issue 
Grades will be issued to students this week: please take time to discuss these grades and contact the Student 
Progress Leader with any queries. 
 
German and Sicilian Exchanges 
We welcome two groups of exchange visitors to school this week, our German exchange on Thursday, and our 
Sicilian Exchange on Saturday.  The exchanges provide an invaluable opportunity for our students to experience 
diverse international cultures.  We are grateful to staff and families for hosting our visitors and making them feel part of 
our school community.   
 
Health Fair Questionnaire Winners 
Year 9 students recently attended a Health Fair, based in school.  They were given questionnaires to complete to 
enable them to cover all areas of the Fair. The students with the most informed returns were Joanna Ciesluk and 
Hannah Wilkinson, who received a prize.  Well done to Gileasa Ebrahim, Jayda Etienne and Megan Griggs who were 
runners-up.  At the Fair Nuffield Health also provided a rowing challenge.  For the boys Challenge (500 metre row), 
Aidan Conlon won the first prize, a £15 voucher kindly donated by Nuffield Health.  Runner up for the boys was Shae 
Stringwell and third place was taken by Josh Wiggins-Armitage.  For the girls Challenge (250 metre row) Evie Adams 
won the first prize, with runner up Hannah Brady and third place was taken by Brittany Wilcock.  We are grateful to all 
those who supported the Health Fair, including Year 12 Health and Social Care students, who made a valuable 
contribution to the success of the event. 
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Free School Meals 
Please use the link below to see if you are eligible for free school meals: 
www.Leeds.gov.uk/school meals 
http://www.educationleeds.co.uk/schoolmeals/infopage.aspx?pageno=639 
 
International News 
Issue 3 of our International News is available on St Mary’s website or by using the link below: 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/SchoolLife/international/Documents/St%20Mary%27s%20International%20News%20
03%20January%202013.pdf 
 
Year 8 Choices  
The Year 8 Choices evening provided students and parents with detailed information about the subjects available for 
study in KS4.  Pupils will, this week, meet on an individual basis, with their form tutor, to provide opportunity to discuss 
their choices further.  Subject preference forms need to be returned to school by Monday 25 March.  If parents have 
any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Carmichael or any of the senior team in school. 
 
Year 11 Lunchtime ‘Catch Up’ Sessions 
Starting from Monday 4 March there will be a silent study area available at lunchtimes on Monday through to Thursday 
each week.  This will take place in M5 which has PCs available to use.  All year 11 pupils are welcome to use this 
facility as they make their final preparations for forthcoming exams. 
 
Keeping up our high standard of uniform 
The standard of school uniform at St. Mary’s is very high.  Students attend school, dressed smartly and appropriately.   
If you have any queries about any aspect of school uniform or jewellery, please see the relevant page in the pupil 
planner, or contact the relevant Student Progress Leader or Mr Priestley for clarification.  We are grateful for your 
cooperation in ensuring that all students maintain this excellent standard. 
 
Consideration to our neighbours 
The school drop off bays provide the safest environment in which to drop students off at school: please continue to 
use them as much as possible.  This also reduces the impact of disruption to our close neighbours (High Royds and 
Moorland Crescent) and we appreciate your cooperation in avoiding these areas for dropping and collecting students. 
 
Advance Notice: Personal Safety Evening for Parents of students in Years 9 and 10 
A Personal Safety Evening has been arranged on Tuesday 23 April for parents of students in Years 9 and 10. PC 
Bissett and staff will be giving short presentations to the parents of pupils in Years 9 and 10 on aspects of personal 
safety involving their children, including drink awareness, internet safety, inappropriate use of facebook etc. This is in 
conjunction with the work that is currently being delivered through different aspects of the curriculum. (Refreshments 
will be served from 6.30 pm and presentations will take place at 7.00pm). 
 
Football Success 
Thomas Holland, Year 11, has been named in the Ireland U16 Football squad to play Italy later this month.  Tom, who 
takes his GCSE exams in the summer, plays with Manchester City and was recently offered a two year Scholarship at 
the Premier League Club.  We wish Tom every success for the future. 
 
Amateur Boxing Success 
Congratulations to Year 10 student Adam Bowles, who, last week, won his first Amateur Boxing Association (ABA) 
title following the judges' unanimous decision at a local event.  Adam is a member of Kelly’s ABC boxing club. 
 
Easter Holiday programmes and Tennis Camps  
Information has been issued to students in Years 7 and 8 about the Aireborough Extended Services Easter holiday 
programme of activities and to Year 7 pupils about local tennis camps.  There are links on the school’s website to 
access this information. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
R Pritchard, Headteacher 
 
Collect for the Election of a Pope 
O God, eternal shepherd, who govern your flock with unfailing care,  
Grant in your boundless fatherly love, a pastor for your Church 
Who will please you by his holiness and to us show watchful care. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever.           Amen. 
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