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Dear Parents         12 March 2019 
 
General Letter No 24 
 
Lenten Prayer: 
Loving God, you call us back to you with all of our hearts. 
I feel your call for me deep in my heart and I know you want me 
back as much as I want to return. Please, Lord give me the 
wisdom to know how to return. Make my journey back to you this 
lent one of grace, forgiveness and gentle love. 
 
Confirmations 
Our congratulations go to all those young people who received 
the Sacrament of confirmation on Thursday evening, 28 February 
2019 at SS John Fisher and Thomas More, Burley in Wharfedale, 
Menston. We pray that they journey on in Faith strengthened by 
the Spirit of the Lord. 
 
Inter-generational conversation about Climate Change 
Over 50 students took part in an event organised by the Leeds 
Diocesan Justice & Peace Commission on Thursday 7 March. ‘It was an Inter-generational 
conversation about Climate Change’. Facilitated by the Commission Chair, John Battle, the panel 
consisted of two students Hannah Jenkins from Year 9 and Tom Allan from Year 12 along with Kay 
Pierce from the Good Shepherd church community in Mytholmroyd and Andy Challinor, Professor of 
Climate Change Impacts at the University of Leeds, who attends Our Lady of Kirkstall parish in Leeds. 
John Battle commented “Climate Change issues are often presented in the media as older 
generations vs younger generations. We wanted to explore whether this was the case and whether 
having a panel of people made up of different generations is a useful way of exploring this key issue.” 
For more information please follow this link: https://www.leedsjp.org.uk/2019/03/09/08-mar-st-marys-
menston-get-animated-about-climate-change. 
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Year 8 Choices 
Please ensure that your child’s completed Options Form is returned to school by Monday 18 March. 
 
Year 9 Parental Consultation 21 March 4.00pm-7.00pm 
Letters of invite have been sent out for the forthcoming Year 9 parental consultation.  The software will 
remain open for parents to book appointments until Tuesday 19 March.  If you are experiencing 
difficulties logging on to the system please contact Mrs Robertson on 01943 883017.  May we also ask 
that you take a couple of minutes to complete our online questionnaire by clicking on the following link 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TKL2N/.  Thank you. 
 
Careers at St. Mary's 
There is an event being run by 'Open Doors Get into Construction' which is being held on 22 and 23 
March at a construction site at the University of Leeds. If your child is interested in a career in 
construction this might be of interest. Please visit:  
www.opendoors.construction/site/244 to book a place.  
 
External exam timetables 
Exam timetables have now been issued to all students taking external exams in the summer.  A final 
exam timetable showing where your son/daughter will be seated will be issued after the Easter 
holidays.  If you have any queries regarding examinations please contact Mrs Jennings on 01943 
883002 or e mail s.jennings@stmarysmenston.org. 
 
Year 11 Revision 
As we approach the GCSE summer exams, I would ask that you encourage your son/daughter to utilise 
the resources on GCSEPod to support their revision programme.  
 
Used effectively and regularly GCSEPod can help to consolidate subject knowledge and improve recall 
as well as improve engagement and encourage independent learning. These in turn can help accelerate 
progress and raise results. 
 
The following data supplied by GCSEPod shows how usage can effect predicted grades:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please find at the end of this letter a useful guide to help you support your son/daughter with their 
revision plans.  
 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TKL2N/
http://www.opendoors.construction/site/244
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Rotary Club of Aireborough Youth Speaks Competition 
Following their recent success in the local round of the Rotary Club of Aireborough Youth Speaks 
Competition, six students from Years 7, 8 and 9 represented St. Mary’s in the District Finals of the 
competition held at Leeds Trinity University, competing against ten other schools from North and West 
Yorkshire. Unfortunately, they didn't progress to the regional finals, but were fortunate enough to listen to 
some fantastic speeches on subjects such as Teenage Mental Health and the End of Patriarchy. 
  
The teams consisted of Amy Cox, Martha Marjoram and Amelia Crowther speaking on Veganism and 
Charlotte Oredecki, Hannah Jenkins and Katie Wright speaking about Climate Change. All six students 
represented the school in a passionate and professional manner and are already preparing for their next 
competition! 
 
Consideration to Parking at drop-off/pick up times 
For the safety of our students, we ask that you use the designated bays in school to drop-off in the 
morning and pick up in the afternoon. We also ask that you park with consideration to our neighbours, 
particularly on the High Royds estate and Moorland Crescent areas.  Please be aware that it is illegal to 
park on the double yellow lines in the entrance to High Royds: the congestion caused by inconsiderate 
parking in this area increases the risk to our children as they cross the road. Unfortunately, as the school 
has grown in capacity, we have not been able to expand our car parking facilities to match and, as a 
result, we do rely on our parents to park sensibly and considerately in the local area. 
 
Stagecoach Performing Arts School – Mamma Mia  
Stagecoach Performing Arts School, Ilkley will be holding new Performing Arts classes at St. Mary’s on a 
Friday evening, the first session is scheduled for 26 April from 4.30pm – 7.30pm.  To help promote the 
new sessions, Stagecoach have arranged to provide a number of our students with a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.  Dancer and actress Lydia Louisa, star of ‘Mamma Mia: The Movie’ will hold an exciting 
workshop in school featuring the hit songs from the best-selling movie musical.  Students will have the 
opportunity to learn original choreography and combine singing and dancing during the session. 
Two sessions will take place:  Tuesday 26 March and Wednesday 27 March.  Both sessions will run from 
3.15pm – 4.00pm in the Gym.  Places are limited to 15 students for each session.  Should your 
son/daughter be interested in taking part, please contact Stagecoach directly to book a place 
ilkley@stagecoach.co.uk  Please note that places cannot be booked for the sessions through school. 
 
Further details of the Performing Arts classes can be obtained via the following link or by contacting 
Stagecoach on 01943 817414 or via email ilkley@stagecoach.co.uk            
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Stagecoach-mftg.pdf 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary to 
the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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