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Dear Parents                        14 March 2017 
 
General Letter No 24 
 
Spiritual Life of the School 
As part of our continual self-evaluation and development process we are conducting an internal 
Spiritual Life aspect review in the week commencing 20 March.  This will evaluate pupil involvement 
in the Catholic Life of the school, participation in collective worship and quality of collective worship 
and how well leaders, governors and managers promote, monitor and evaluate the provision for 
Spiritual Life in our community.   
 
We value your views and enclose a parental survey for you to complete if you wish.  We would be 
grateful for its return by 24 March by email to e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org or on paper to Pupil 
Reception. 
 
CYMFed Flame 2017 – Saturday 11 March 
Theme: 10,000 Reasons to Hope 
St. Mary’s group travelled to Wembley with 10,000 other youth and leaders from all over the UK and 
beyond to join together with Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Cardinal Charles Maung Bo (Burma/Myanmar) 
and Bishops from across England and Wales to celebrate their faith. There we shared a new 
experience of Jesus through the worship and prayer, the gifted speakers and those sharing their 
stories with us. 
Rachel Farmer Year 10 says: “Flame was amazing. The speeches from Cardinals and other catholic 
leaders were inspirational and the music from Matt Redman was amazing too. I had a lovely day.” 
Grace Middleton Year 11 says: “I enjoyed Flame because I was able to meet new people and it was 
a lot of fun. It was also inspirational as it encouraged you to do better for yourself and other people.” 
 

We all left inspired to: Fan into Flame the gift of God.  Timothy 1:6 

 
Apprenticeship Fair 
St. Mary's hosted a very successful apprenticeship fair last Monday, attended by many students from 
Year 11, 12 and 13.  Careers advisers came into school to explain how the apprenticeship process 
works, detailing some of the advantages that an apprenticeship offers and help on the application 
process.  Students were then able to walk around stalls set up by twenty different apprenticeship 
providers to discover what each of them had to offer, which varied from engineering to health and 
beauty to law and business. 
 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Tuesday 14 March 
Parent consultations will take place on Tuesday 4.00pm – 7.00pm.  We look forward to seeing 
parents and Year 10 students.  Please remember to collect data collection sheets from pupil reception 
on arrival and return to school promptly. 
 
Year 9 Trial Exams 
Students in Year 9 are taking part in Trial Examinations this week. 
 
Science Fair 
St. Mary’s is holding a Year 7 Science Fair on Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 March from 2.00pm to 
3.00pm. Pupils have been working independently for the last few months and will be exhibiting the 
products of their hard work to teachers, peers and family. The science department would like to invite 
you to attend on either one of these afternoons, so that you too can celebrate in the achievements of 
our youngest scientists. This is an exciting opportunity for students to creatively explore aspects of 
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science they are passionate about, and develop their investigative skills. If you wish to attend please 
use the parking bays by the 3G AstroTurf Pitch and sign in at 2.00 pm through the signposted sports 
hall entrance.  
 
 
SVP Collection 
Thank you for your support and generosity in providing personal hygiene items, in particular, feminine 
hygiene products for St Vincent De Paul Leeds. Our Year 9 students are supporting this collection 
which is desperately needed for this cause.  Please send in any suitable products and add to the 
collection which will be in the Chapel. 

 
Year 9 Immunisations - Diptheria, Tetanus and Polio and Meningitis 
Forms have been sent home for Year 9 immunisations, please can you sign and return the consent 
form to pupil reception by this Friday. 
 
Pupil Absence 
A reminder that if your child is absent, please contact school on the first day and each subsequent 
days to advise the reason for the absence. Where a pupil attends a medical appointment, please 
supply an appointment card or letter so the absence can be authorised. 
 
Year 7 Netball 
Many congratulations to the Year 7 Netball team who last week won their group in the U12 Invitation 
Netball Tournament and qualified for the final.  Unfortunately they were beaten by Roundhay but 
played extremely well.  Team Coach Miss Mallinson was extremely proud of their performance.  The 
team are also currently top of the Leeds Schools Netball League. 
 
Vacancy 
A vacancy is available for a Cover Supervisor to start as soon as possible.  The post is 30 hours per 
week, term time only plus 5 training days.  Further details and an application form are available from 
the school website www.stmarysmenston.org/vacancies.  Closing date for applications to Amanda 
Whelan, HR Manager is Friday 17 March 2017. 
 
The Bambisanani Partnership Quiz Night 
The second Bambisanani Quiz night was again a huge success. Mr Tunnecliff returned to St. Mary’s 

as the quiz master to 
a packed hall. The 
quiz winners were 
the English 
department, with The 
Best Team Award 
going to ‘The 
Sauvignon Blanks’.  
 
 

The student winners were ‘The Bambisanani 2017 Team’. Everybody had such an enjoyable evening 
and over £500 was raised. Thank you to everybody who supported this event. 
 
Consideration to Parking 
We have been made aware that parents are parking on Moorland Crescent in order to drop off and 
collect students.  As the safety of our students is paramount, I urge you to drop off only at the 
designated drop-off bays in school.  This avoids increasing the risk to our students, and also to the 
residents of Moorland Crescent.  
 
Aireborough Leisure Centre Easter Holiday Programme 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Prices-Aireborough-Easter-Holiday-2017-Activities.pdf 
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Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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