
 

 

Dear Parents                                                                                                                     17 March 2015 
General Letter No 24 
 
External Examinations 
Summer exam timetables have now been issued to all Year 10, 11, 12 and 13.  Any queries regarding 
the exams need to be directed to Mrs Jennings, Exams Officer who is based in the Curriculum Office. 
 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening 
The system for booking appointments for the Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening on Wednesday 25 
March is now open. If there are any parents that did not receive the guide to logging on, please contact 
Mrs Robertson by e-mail e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org  
 
Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening - Tuesday 31 March 
Letters will be sent home with Year 9 students this Thursday giving details of how to use the new system 
of booking parent consultation appointments, and when this will be open to parents. 
 
Pupil Safety 
For the safety of all our pupils, please continue to use the parking lay-bys situated in the bus drop-off 
layby when dropping off and collecting students from school.  Please be extra-vigilant when driving 
through the bus layby, as the safety of our students is paramount to all of us. Responsible use of this 
area means that students can safely access school without using the main road and surrounding side 
streets. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Attendance 
Can we remind all parents to please advise school on the first day of a pupil’s absence? This can be 
done by  

 phoning school 01943 883000 (Option 1) (a message can be left on the answering machine) 

 Texting or emailing our Keep Kids Safe system.  
Please be aware that, until this information is received, absences will be recorded as unauthorised. 
 
German Exchange 
We welcome German exchange visitors to school on Thursday, the exchange provides an invaluable 
opportunity for our students to experience diverse international cultures as well as improve language 
skills. We are grateful to staff and families for hosting our visitors and making them feel part of our school 
community. 
 
BBC Radio 4 Broadcast - Bradford Catholic Girls' Choir 
Three of our students, Tia George, Amy and Megan Pickard, who sing in Bradford Catholic Girls’ Choir, 
are taking part in two broadcasts of BBC Radio 4's Daily Service. The broadcasts are today, Tuesday 17 
and Wednesday 18 March - the theme for the services is 'In God's hands'. You can hear them at 9.45am 
on BBC R4 LW, DAB and on the BBC iPlayer: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006wzfs 
 
Menston Mini Music Festival  
Menston Parish Councillor, Sue Rix and other members of the Menston community are planning to hold 
a mini Menston music festival in the village in mid-September 2015.  The idea would be that all 
bands/groups (or some persons in it) and individual performers would be connected to Menston in some 
way for example, a resident of Menston or attendees at either St. Mary’s or Menston Primary.  All genres 
of music will be included.  Any would be performers should contact Roger Livesey in the first instance to 
express an interest in taking part menston.village.wharfedale@gmail.com 
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Year 9 Health Fair Questionnaire Winners 
During the recent Health Fair, pupils were given a questionnaire to be completed in pairs. A prize would 
be given for the most informed return. As the pupils visited the various stalls and interacted with the 
presenters they recorded facts and information that they found relevant and interesting. The feedback 
from pupils, on the morning, was very positive and they wished that they had longer. The visiting stall 
holders were full of praise for our Year 9 pupils remarking on their polite and respectful manner and their 
searching questions regarding all aspects of health. 
 
Joint 1st Prize was given to Dhugal Sandground and Patrick Elcock for their very informative answers. 
 
Walk for Water 
Members of the St. Mary’s CAFOD Group will take part in the CAFOD Pilgrimage ‘Walk for Water’ on 
Friday.  Along with pupils from schools across the Diocese, the group will walk from Leeds City Centre to 
Kirkstall Abbey as a sign of solidarity with young people in poor communities.  
 
Bambisanani Partnership 
In just three months’ time the annual visit of the Bambisanani Partnership will take place. As part of the 
visit to South Africa, St. Mary's students will deliver a reading festival to well over 100 primary school 
children: this simply couldn't happen without resources and we need a selection of books.  
 

Therefore we are asking for your continued generosity in donating any books that you may have finished 
with. Ideally the books would be paperback and aimed at primary school level. If you have any friends 
and extended family who you think would donate, please ask them to contribute books for this very 
worthwhile festival. Books can be handed in to Visitor Reception by Thursday 21 May so they can be 
sorted and taken to South Africa in June. 
 
Eclipse on Friday 
Students have been given some information about the Eclipse which is due to take place on Friday 
morning.  Please see link for information on the school’s website: 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/News/Pages/Eclipse-in-Leeds-20-March.aspx 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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