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Dear Parents         19 March 2019 
 
General Letter No 25 
 
Lenten Prayer: 

Second Week of Lent 
Lord, your commandment of love is so simple and so 

challenging. 
Help me to let go of my pride, to be humble in my penance. 

I want only to live the way you ask me to love, to love the way 
you ask me to live. 

I ask this through your son, Jesus, who stands at my side 
today and always. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aspirational Cambridge Presentation 
At St. Mary's we recognise that our students are 
diverse in their talents and academic ability and we 
place huge importance in supporting them all in 
achieving their goals. To this end we help guide 
students as they explore a whole range of pathways in 
preparation for when they move on from St. Mary's. 
Many students will stay on into our sixth form to study 
Level 3 courses and with this in mind we approached 
Cambridge University. Matt Wise, Selwyn College, 
Cambridge gave an informative and inspirational talk to 
our Year 9 students that was extremely well received. 
We understand that whilst only a small number of 
students will follow a route to Oxbridge, it is important 
that they aim high and Matt's presentation was 
extremely aspirational and hugely motivational for all 
the students. The presentation covered a range of topics including studying at university generally, 
following a passion for a specific academic subject and the wider opportunities offered within higher 
education. The world of both further and higher education is changing, with more students looking to 
post 18 apprentiships, studying closer to home and following a vocational route. Traditional 
undergraduate courses are also still extremely popular and we feel strongly that our careers guidance 
is holistic and supports all our students as they move forward on a pathway that is right for them.  
 
German Exchange 
Last week 20 year 10 students took part in the 33rd German exchange to Vossenack. The pupils 
relished the opportunity to practise their spoken German in real-life scenarios and learnt about daily 
life in Germany. Over the course of the week pupils took part in visits to a local chocolate factory, 
Cologne, Aachen Cathedral and attended lessons in a German school. Despite the wind and rain, the 
pupils conducted themselves admirably and we look forward to welcoming their partners to St Mary’s 
in two weeks’ time. 
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Science Fair 
This year saw the return of the Year 7 Science Fair. Preparation of 
projects began in the autumn where students selected hypothesis to 
intrigue and excite their peers, teachers and parents. The Science Fair is 
an opportunity for budding scientists to apply the scientific method and 
conduct independent research on topics which are important to them, 
away from the constraints of a traditional syllabus. 
 
We saw an abundance of electrical and engineering projects this year, 
with circuitry painstakingly soldered and pupils looking into the 
mechanics behind bullet trains, and the solution to alternative energy.  
 
Also, our students have taken great interest in the environmental politics 
currently at play. Pupils challenged themselves to give up plastics in 
their households, tested and theorising on the acidification of the oceans 
and the knock on effects that this could have on the habitats and 
populations of different species. The future is looking brighter already! 
 
Pupils presented their 
projects in the style of a 
research conference, and 
observers were blown away 
by the scientific 
understanding, sometimes 
beyond A level, that our Year 
7s were able to demonstrate.  
It was clear that many had 
put hours of work into their 
experiments and the results 
were truly outstanding and a 
delight to all who came to see 
them. Well done Year 7! 
 
 
The Depot Climbing Centre Schools Cup 
The Depot Climbing Centre Schools Cup is aimed 
at schools in the Yorkshire area. St. Mary's were 
the defending champions for the last 2 years, 
having had an experienced team of strong 
climbers that have now left for pastures new. 
Subsequently, this year we entered a relatively 
inexperienced team of 9 predominately Year 7 and 
8 students in the competition that saw the highest 
number of competitors to date with 150 children in 
17 different teams.  Amelia Shann Year 9 won the 
KS3 Girls category and everyone climbed well and 
encouraged each other, other individual scores 
were strong but, up against Year 12 and 13 team 
scores, we came 11th overall. Mr Lancaster, 
Climbing Team Leader said “With experience and 
regular practice, I can see this team of climbers 
becoming contenders in the future. Just as 
importantly, fun was had by all.” 
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Waste Management Site Visit 
The Global Warriors visited the AWM Waste Management Site in Leeds to see how waste is recycled. 
They had a talk from one of the staff before going into the plant itself. Their initial reaction was that it was 
very smelly but they also learnt that none of the waste that gets sent there goes to land fill sites. They are 
hoping to bring some of the ideas discussed into school to help improve our own recycling. 
 
Year 9 Health Fair 
Every pupil attending the Fair completed a questionnaire either in pairs or small groups. There was a 
prize for the two most informed returns. 
First Prize winners were: Ruby Wilson 9W, Amelia Helliwell 9W, Ellie Joy 9D and Tilly Heath 9D. 
Runners up were: Aleix Parkes Calzado 9G and Tom Ennis 9G. 
 
First prize winners have received a voucher entitling them to one free healthy option per day for a week 
from the school’s canteen and runners up have received vouchers entitling them to two free healthy 
options. Very well done to all involved. 
 
Safeguarding: Breakfast 
A number of pupils are coming in to school without having eaten breakfast.  In a small number of cases 
this is leading to medical issues during the day.  Please ensure that your child has eaten breakfast or an 
appropriate snack before the start of the school day.  If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact school via your child’s Form Tutor or Student Progress Leader.   
 
Attendance 
A reminder to please contact school on the first day and each subsequent day your child is absent. This 
is in line with safeguarding. For appointments, please send in any medical cards/appointment letters in 
order that an absence may be authorised, failure to do so may result in an unauthorised absence for your 
child. 
 
Year 9 Parental Consultation Thursday 21 March 4.00pm-7.00pm 
We look forward to meeting parents and students at the parent consultation evening. 
 
Year 12 Parent Consultation Tuesday 26 March 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
Letters of invite have been sent out for the forthcoming Year 12 parental consultation.  The software will 
remain open for parents to book appointments until Monday 25 March.  If you are experiencing difficulties 
logging on to the system please contact Mrs Robertson on 01943 883017.  May we also ask that you 
take a couple of minutes to complete our online questionnaire by clicking on the following link 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/06E70/.  Thank you 
 
Thursday 21 March - Careers drop in lunch session in M6 at 1.30pm 
Following on from the success of sessions on medicine, law, management within the NHS, this time we 
invite Schofield Insurance Brokers, a local business based in Yeadon.  
 
As a local employer they are eager to offer opportunities to young people, helping them start on a career 
path that can provide endless development and talent growth. They offer apprenticeships within the 
business and are coming on Thursday to speak more about these opportunities and what they do.  
If your child is perhaps interested in working in the world of finance, banking or accountancy or wants to 
learn more about apprenticeships, then please encourage them to attend this session. If you would like 
any more information about this event, please contact Miss Devenish, Careers Coordinator 
r.devenish@stmarysmenston.org  
 
 
 
 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/06E70/
mailto:r.devenish@stmarysmenston.org
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Bambisanani Quiz 
Friday night was another successful Bambisanani Quiz Night. It was a 
change of venue this year but just as much fun was had. Mr Harvey 
and Mr Keefe were extremely entertaining quiz masters to a packed 
clubhouse of staff, parents, students and friends. 
 
Our ex colleagues, Miss Jackson, Mr Hamill, Mr Wilkes, Mrs Gee and 
Mr Leigh, all returned to Guiseley Cricket Club to defend their title 
hoping to win for a third year running. It was great to be also joined by 
Mrs Carmichael, Mrs Nixon and Mr Geldart.  Miss Jackson and her 
team did not manage to retain their title after they were beaten by one 
point by a staff team headed up by Mr Dennett. 
 
The best team name award went to our team of teaching 
assistants with ‘Quizakabusi’. Ciaran Hammond collected the 
student trophy on behalf of the Bambisanani 2019 team. Ciaran 
and thirteen Year 12 students will be working in South Africa in 
June. A massive £610 was raised for The Bambisanani 
Partnership. Thank you to everyone who supported this event.  
 
 
 
Catholic Care Newsletter 
Please follow this link for further information on Catholic Care’s work across the Diocese. 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/School-March-19-Newsletter.pdf 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary to 
the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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