
 

 

 
 
Dear Parents                                         22 March 2018 
  
General Letter No 25 
 
Lenten Prayer: 
 
This Lent let us pray for every family in our school and our 
community: Those who seem happy and well and especially those 
whom we know are struggling in any way; that the God of love 
and the Holy Family of Nazareth may give them strength and 
gently accompany them. 
 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 
 
 
 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Tuesday 20 March 4.00pm – 
7.00pm 
We were very pleased with the support of the Y10 parents evening on Tuesday and felt that it was a 
very positive evening.  Please return any amended data collection sheets as soon as possible.  
 
French Exchange 
On Thursday this week, Year 10 pupils travel to the beautiful Auvergne region of France to take part 
in our French Exchange. Apart from the linguistic value of practising their French, students will also 
benefit socially and culturally in many ways. We are grateful to our French families for providing 
accommodation and hospitality. 
 
External Exam Timetables 
All students taking external exams in the summer have now been issued with personal exam 
timetables along with a candidate exam handbook.  Any queries regarding exams, please contact Mrs 
Jennings on either 01943 883002 or e mail s.jennings@stmarysmenston.org. 
 
 

We are about to issue the next newsletter to our growing 
audience.  If you would like to enlist, to receive a copy of the 
school’s newsletter, please access this link:  
 
https://dev.networkdm.co.uk/StMarys/ 
 
The newsletter is produced by governors and friends of the 
school and we are grateful to them for their support in enabling 
us to have a school newsletter.   
 
It is a good read and gives a real insight into the activities 
taking place in school and in the wider community. 
 

 
 

mailto:s.jennings@stmarysmenston.org


Science Fair 
This year’s showcase was packed with interesting and interactive displays. From wonders of 
aerodynamic engineering, to the mind-boggling concept of weighing the world, and which has more 
bacteria; your computer keyboard or your dog’s mouth. Yuck! Pupils presented their projects in the 
style of a research conference, and observers were blown away by the scientific understanding, 
sometimes beyond A level, that our Year 7s were able to demonstrate.  
 
"What a fantastic event!! Everybody, including parents, who had the opportunity to attend have 
been saying how amazing the standard of the projects were. The pupils I spoke to were all using the 
correct scientific terminology and were able to explain their projects and how fantastic that they can 
take this independent research back to their lessons. It was a phenomenal experience for the pupils 
and all of them had put so much effort into their work. Well done Year 7 and the Science Department!" 
Mrs Hayes – Student Progress Leader Year 7. 
 
It was clear that many had put hours of work into their experiments and the results were truly 
outstanding and a delight to all who came to see them. Thank you to Miss Thorp Greenwood and the 
Science department for organising the Fair and well done Year 7! 
 

There will be a news story and pictures on the school’s website shortly. 
 
Exceptional Circumstances Request 
We encourage 100% attendance at school, as attendance is directly linked with achievement.  
However, if you are requesting a leave of absence, please complete the Exceptional Circumstances 
form available from the website, enclosing any additional information from organisations to support 
the application.  This will enable us to consider the request and a decision as to whether it is recorded 
as an authorised absence.  There are a number of requests coming in at the moment for sporting 
event/music etc and it can be coded differently if there is supporting evidence. 
 



 

 

Bradford Catholic Youth Choir sing on BBC Radio 4 

Bradford Catholic Girls' Choir, based at St Bede's and St Joseph's Catholic College in Bradford, sang 
for BBC Radio 4 broadcasts last week.  The two services were Lenten meditations with two hymns, a 
motet and a bible reading.  The choir members come from Bradford's Catholic schools - the services 
are available on BBC iPlayer by searching for Daily Service. You can listen to their BBC broadcasts 
again on the BBC iPlayer, following these links. 
Tuesday 13 March - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09vwyld 
Wednesday 14 March - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09vwylq 
 
The Girls' Choir rehearse on Mondays, 4.00pm to 5.30pm and the Boys' Choir on Thursdays, 4.00pm to 
5.30pm. The choir also has a Junior Choir made up of children from BKCSP primary schools, who rehearse 
on Wednesdays, 4.00pm to 5.00pm. All rehearsals take place at the Ignis site of St Bede's and St Joseph's 
- to enquire about membership please contact the Diocese's Music Department on 
office@dioceseofleedsmusic.org.uk or 0113 244 8634. 

 
The annual Bambisanani Concert is returning to school for what is now the 6th year in a row on Friday 
20 April. The evening will feature performances from our St Mary's ensembles, such as Jazz Band, 
Soul Band and our school choirs, in addition to a host of solo acts and duets. Leeds Youth Jazz and 
Rock Orchestra will be joining us again to close the evening. It's a wonderful evening of live music 
supporting wonderful work done in South Africa. Tickets are £5 for adults and £3 for concessions. 
 
Aireborough Leisure Centre Easter Holiday Programme 
Please use this link to access Easter holiday activities in the Aireborough area: 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Aireborough-Easter-Holiday-Activities-2018.pdf 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley, Headteacher 
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