
 

 

Dear Parents                                                                                                                     24 March 2015 
General Letter No 25 
 
During the third week of Lent: 

Father, it is so hard to love the world sometimes and to love it the way Jesus did seems 
impossible. Help me to be inspired by his love and guided by his example. Most of all, I  
want to accept that I can’t do it alone. I need you, dear God, to give me support in this  
journey. Show me how to unlock my heart so that I am less selfish. Let me be less fearful 
of the pain and darkness that will be transformed by you into Easter joy.   Amen.  

 
St. Mary’s Football 
St. Mary’s Football teams have had an incredible 2014/2015 season.  The Year 7, 8, 9 10, 11 and Sixth 
Form teams have represented the school in this year’s North West Leeds League competition and 
following final games last week, we are delighted to announce that all six teams have won their individual 
league titles.  Mr Pringle, Faculty of PE and Sport, who oversees St. Mary’s football, reiterated how 
proud we all are of all six squads.  The wins are an amazing whole school achievement and all the boys 
have shown great determination throughout the season.  They are fantastic ambassadors for the school. 
 
The teams will now play against other League winners from different areas of Leeds for the overall title of 
Leeds Schools Champions.  With cup games also still to be played over the next few weeks for the Year 
8, 9 and Sixth Form teams, there may be further silverware to come!  Many congratulations to all those 
involved. 
 
External Examinations 
Summer exam timetables have now been issued to all Year 10, 11, 12 and 13.  Any queries regarding 

the exams need to be directed to Mrs Jennings, Exams Officer who is based in the Curriculum Office. 
 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening 
We look forward to welcoming parents of Year 10 students for the Parent Consultation Evening 
tomorrow, Wednesday. 
 
Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening - Tuesday 31 March 
The system for booking appointments for the Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening on Tuesday 31 March 
is now open. If there are any parents that did not receive the guide to logging on, please contact Mrs 
Robertson by e-mail e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org  
 
Year 12/13 Reports and target grades 
Reports for Years 12 and 13 will be issued on Friday.  Students will meet with subject tutors during this 
week to discuss their targets and the best way forward in individual subjects. 
 
Visits: 

 University of Oxford 
As part of our programme to provide students with information, advice and guidance about their 
potential post 18 pathway, twelve Sixth Form students are presently visiting the University of Oxford, 
where they are taking part in a programme of activities designed to show students what it would be 
like to live and study in Oxford. 

 West Yorkshire Playhouse 
Year 12 and 13 Drama students are attending a production of “Mermaid” at the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse on Thursday. 
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 German Exchange 
German exchange visitors arrived safely last Thursday. We are grateful to staff and families for hosting 
our visitors and making them feel part of our school community. 
 
West Yorkshire Schools’ Golf Championships 
We wish three students luck for tomorrow when they take part in the West Yorkshire Schools’ Golf 
Championships at Howley Hall Golf Club, Morley.  Camren Warrington, Year 8, Matthew Morrison, Year 
11 and Jacob Noble, Year 13 will represent St. Mary’s in this annual event. 
 
Bikeability 
Six students successfully completed their Level 3 Bikeability training at the end of last week.  Lily 
Greenhalgh, Olivia Brady, William Roberts, Charlie Mullen, Jacob Coverdale and Kian Todd all learnt 
techniques for riding safely on the road.  The course, run by Cycle Leeds and governed by National 
Standards, was facilitated by qualified and accredited cycling instructors.  We hope to run this extremely 
worthwhile course again in September. 
 
School for Young Professionals 
BP Professional Education are running a free three day School for Young Professionals which is open for 
students in Years 11, 12 and 13. It will give students an insight into various careers in business, finance 
and law. They will also be given career advice, learn interview techniques and an opportunity to take part 
in mock interviews to enhance interview skills. This event takes place from 5 to 7 August (inclusive). 
Please click on the link below for further information http://www.stmarysmenston.org/News/Pages/BPP-
Professional-Apprenticeships-Free-3-day-CV-and-Interview-Skills-Course.aspx 

Menston to Milan Challenge: 
Following the success of the 'Coast-To-Coast' cycle last year, on Wednesday 1 April there will be a 
fitness challenge taking place in Pupil Reception. At 2:30pm Mr Hamill, Mr Wilkes, Mr Manfredi, Mr Leigh 
and Mr Pringle will attempt to ‘watt bike and ergo row’ the equivalent distance from Menston to Milan in 
24 hours (a brutal total of 182 mile cycle & 6.1 mile row per person!), setting themselves a £5,000 
fundraising target for Martin House in the process.  
 
There will be numerous opportunities for students to get involved in the fundraising through challenges 
and tasks during the event.  Support can be offered at https://www.justgiving.com/Menston-Milan  
The staff have been ably supported by local health club Nuffield Health, Guiseley and are hoping to get 
#menstontomilan trending on Twitter in the local area. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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