
 

 

 
Dear Parents           26 March 2013 
General Letter No 25 

Holy Week 
Bless us as we walk with Christ during these days of Holy Week. 

Bless our journey with him and our life’s journey with family and friends. 
Bless us, this Year of Faith, with the knowledge that evangelisation 
begins by communicating the depths of Christ’s love and sacrifice 
during these days of his Passion, Death and Resurrection. Amen 

 
To mark Holy Week 2013 we have chosen the Apostles Creed to be prayed daily in Forms and work places. A video 
link is available for forms to access a most insightful and informative presentation of the Creed. From that, pupils are 
invited to decorate a postcard with a word or section of the creed which has the most meaning for them. Finally, all 
postcards will be displayed around the inside of each Form doorway, creating their own Doorway for Faith. 
 
Please encourage students to participate in services and Masses over the Easter Tridium. Each parish will have their 
own arrangements.  The Chapel is open to all throughout the week to call in, to pray, light candles, or write prayer 
cards. 
 
Leadership of St. Mary’s after Easter 
Unfortunately the governors of St. Mary’s were not able to recruit a headteacher to start in September 2013.  They 
met on Wednesday 13 March to discuss the way forward, taking into account we are now part of The Bishop Wheeler 
Catholic Academy Trust and the need to maximise the opportunities for all the schools in the Trust.  Recruitment to 
headship has become more and more difficult over the last few years but the governors want to fill the substantive 
leadership role of St. Mary’s at Easter 2014, with interim plans in place.   As you are aware, I am going to join Her 
Majesty’s Inspectors after Easter.  The governors have asked if it would be possible for me to return to leadership of 
the school and the trust after my time at HMI, and have left this option open for me before they embark on another 
recruitment process later this year.  I am also going to remain as a Director of the Trust, and as a result will still be 
working at a strategic level.  I am grateful for this generous offer and thank them for their support over my time here.  I 
wish all of the students, staff, parents and governors all the best for the year ahead.  St. Mary’s is an exceptional 
place, with exceptional people and it has been a privilege to serve the community in this part of the Diocese. 
 
Leeds School Transport Fiasco 
On Tuesday evening, a packed hall at St. Mary's Menston met to discuss the consultation to change transport 
arrangements to faith schools. Officers from the council attempted to explain the rationale behind the reasons for 
stopping to pay for transport for 2600 pupils who attend faith schools, and also vulnerable learners and post 16 
students.  The feeling of the assembled audience was hostile to the arrangements, but got worse when glaring errors 
were found in the document which the executive in Leeds will use to make a decision.   The figures for the potential 
savings were questioned with no clear answers to how they were reached.   The most worrying aspect was that a 
decision would not be published until June.  So parents with children in Year 6 applied for a place in October 2012 
being told there was a bus to St. Mary’s. They were then allocated a place in March with transport provided, and now 
may be told at the end of June they will have to pay.   
 
The parents who came were exceptional.  They asked excellent questions which the officers were not able to answer.  
I would like to thank them all for their support, I hope that it will make a difference. 
 
Leeds City Council have extended the period of consultation to Wednesday 24

th
 April 2013 to enable as wide 

participation in the survey as possible. Please use this link to access the consultation information:  
www.leeds.gov.uk/schooltransport There is also information on St. Mary’s school website 
www.stmarysmenston.org 
 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/schooltransport
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/


 

 

Friday’s Closure 
I apologise for any inconvenience caused by having to close on Friday.  The weather was very poor, and forecast to 
get even worse.  We spent the day trying to clear the site in preparation for a Monday opening.  These decisions are 
never easy to make, and I thank you for your understanding. 
 
Year 8 Liturgy 
The Year’s residential liturgy last Thursday was a prayerful thanksgiving for all that they had experienced, learnt and 
appreciated.  Forms made representations in a whole range of mediums around the themes of teamwork, challenge, 
reflection, community, service personal growth and the future. Everyone made a valuable contribution. 
Year 8 Choices  
Please ensure Year 8 students return their preference forms this week if they have not already been returned.  If 
parents have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Sugden or any of the senior team in school. 
 
Year 12/13 Reports 
Reports for Years 12 and 13 will be issued on Thursday.  Students will meet with subject tutors during this week to 
discuss their targets and the best way forward in individual subjects.   
 
World Challenge 2014 Launch 
A meeting takes place on Wednesday after school for those students participating in the 2014 World Challenge 
expedition. 
 
Dinner Money Cheques 
Please note that DINNER MONEY CHEQUES need to be made payable to The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 
Trust.  (Only dinner money cheques: please continue to use the usual St Mary’s, Menston on all other cheques at the 
moment.)  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Year 13 Catholic Religious Studies (CRS) Day 
We look forward to the Year 13 drop-down day tomorrow Wednesday, as part of the general RE provision in Sixth 
Form   The theme will be ‘The Environment’ and the day will culminate in a fashion show.  Students will be off normal 
timetable, but are expected to participate in the full day.  The day includes finding out about climate change, what the 
church teaches, and Cafod representatives will be there to support.  We look forward to seeing Year 13’s creativity.  
 
Year 10 Parental Consultations 
We look forward to meeting with Year 10 students and parents this evening. Lesley Wright, our Careers Advisor will 
also be present in M1: please take this opportunity to approach her for any careers’ advice.   
 
Leeds Schools Cross Country League 
St. Mary’s students have taken part in a number of cross country races as part of the annual  Leeds Schools Cross 
Country competition.  Elizabeth Westhead and Hannah Brady, the U15 girls’ team, won the overall league title with 
some outstanding performances.  Students also performed well on an individual basis.  Francis Westhead and John 
Cooper finished first and second respectively in the Under 13 League and Kit Donnelly finished second in the Under 
15 League.  The students can now look forward to the forthcoming Athletics season when hopefully conditions will not 
be quite as wet under-foot! 
 
NHS Information about 111 calls 
Please use this NHS link to access information about the NHS 111 non-emergency service across West Yorkshire. 
www.nhs.uk/111  
 
‘Let It Flow’ Evening of Entertainment: 19 April 2013 
All are welcome, please see information attached. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
R Pritchard, Headteacher 

http://www.nhs.uk/111


 

 

 


