
 

 

 
Dear Parents                                                                                                                     31 March 2015 
General Letter No 26 
 
Science Extension     
I am delighted to inform parents that we have been successful in our bid for funding to build an extension 
to the Science block.  This will provide an additional two Science labs, enabling us to increase the scope 
of practical work for students in all year groups.  We are already planning the next stages with architects 
and we will keep you informed of the progress being made. 
 
The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust 
We are currently planning for expansion of our Academy Trust.  At present the Trust consists of six 
schools; St. Mary's Menston, St Joseph's Pudsey, St Joseph's Otley, Sacred Heart Ilkley, Ss Peter and 
Paul Yeadon and St Mary's Horsforth.  Five additional primary schools are undergoing consultation 
regarding academy conversion with the intention of joining the Trust.  These schools are: St Joseph's 
Harrogate, St Mary's Knaresborough, St Robert's Harrogate, Holy Name Cookridge and St Stephen's 
Skipton.  We already have excellent working relationships with schools within the Trust and we look 
forward to welcoming the five additional schools.  
 
More information can be found on the Trust website of:  www.bishopwheelercatholicacademytrust.org 
The Bishop Wheeler website is also accessible from the school site.  
 

 
Tickets can be purchased from Pupil Reception between 1.10pm and 2.00pm for the above Music Event, 
cheques may be made payable to St. Mary’s Menston. 
 
On-Line Safety and Security 
We would like to advise parents on how to make your computers and apple devices at home more 
secure and child friendly. It would be advisable to install Windows Live Family Safety on a Windows 
computer: http://windows.microsoft.com/en-gb/windows/set-up-family-safety#set-up-family-
safety=windows-7 
Please use the following link to set age related restriction on an Apple device: 
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304  
 
Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening 
We look forward to welcoming parents of Year 9 students for the Parent Consultation Evening this 
evening, Tuesday. 
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Sixth Form Offer Letters 
Following the completion of all the Year 11 Transition Interviews, Sixth Form offer letters were sent out 
last week to our Year 11 students who have applied for Sixth Form. 
 
Year 11 – 13 Intervention Sessions 
As the examination season approaches, faculties are offering students the opportunity to attend 
additional intervention sessions to support them in their revision and consolidation of learning.  Students 
can access the programme on the Learning Platform under the following link: 
students/examinations/review sessions at lunchtimes and after school 2014-2015.  Please check 
regularly as additional sessions will be offered in the lead up to the examinations.  Please encourage 
your child to avail of the additional support in place. 
 
After School Activities/Revision Sessions 
If pupils are involved in any after school activities or revision sessions we are only able to provide bus 
tokens for their journey home if they are in possession of a zero fare pass: those with half fare bus 
passes will unfortunately have to pay cash. Unfortunately there is no provision for those catching the 
train. If you want your son/daughter to participate in any after school activities but are unable to provide 
transport for them, please contact the relevant Progress Leader.  Unfortunately we cannot make the 
same provision for pupils who have an after school detention. 
 
Stations of the Cross: 
The Lourdes Group will be leading ‘stations of the cross’ at lunchtimes each day 
during this holy week for year groups: representatives from each form will attend.  
Monday for Year 7; Tuesday for Year 8;  
Wednesday for Year 9 and Thursday for Year 10. 
 
Lenten Mission 
During Holy Week, throughout Easter, and beyond, as Pope Francis urges 
us to renew our personal encounter with Jesus. 
 
Pastoral Letters from Student Progress Leaders Year 7 – 11 
Pastoral letters for each year group, giving news and information about this term’s 
events and plans for next term, will be sent out for all year groups this week. 
 
Year 8 Post Residential Liturgy 
All Year 8 students will be participating in a special liturgy on Thursday afternoon, 
to celebrate their achievements at Ullswater and as a consequence of their work 
on conservation, acknowledge receipt of their John Muir awards. 
 
Peer Mentoring 
Our annual peer mentoring programme is up and running, engaging 22 Year 12 students in mentoring 22 
Year 9 students.  This course is accredited by the awarding body CERTA and is centred around 
academic support around subjects, time management, organisation, motivation and planning, and is a 
positive and rewarding experience for both mentor and mentee. 
 
Menston to Milan Challenge: 
Following the success of the 'Coast-To-Coast' cycle last year, on Wednesday 1 April there will be a 
fitness challenge taking place in Pupil Reception. At 2:30pm Mr Hamill, Mr Wilkes, Mr Manfredi, Mr Leigh 
and Mr Pringle will attempt to ‘watt bike and ergo row’ the equivalent distance from Menston to Milan in 
24 hours (a brutal total of 182 mile cycle and 6.1 mile row per person!), setting themselves a £5,000 
fundraising target for Martin House in the process.  
 
There will be numerous opportunities for students to get involved in the fundraising through challenges 
and tasks during the event.  Support can be offered at https://www.justgiving.com/Menston-Milan  
The staff have been ably supported by local health club Nuffield Health, Guiseley and are hoping to get 
#menstontomilan trending on Twitter in the local area. 
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West Yorkshire Schools’ Golf Championships 
Congratulations to Camren Warrington, Year 8, Matthew Morrison, Year 11 and Jacob Noble, Year 13 
who last week represented St. Mary’s in the West Yorkshire Schools’ Golf Championships at Howley Hall 
Golf Club, Morley.  The team came second overall.  With 15 other secondary schools taking part, this is 
an outstanding result.  Well done!   
 
Celebrating Megan’s Success 
Year 13 student Megan Casey last week opened the West Yorkshire Winter School Games as part of her 
role on the West Yorkshire Sport Youth Board.  This was a major Olympic style event which engaged 
over 1000 school aged children.  Megan also attended the ‘This Girl Can’ Conference as part of her 
Youth Sport Trust National Youth Board role and interviewed Britain’s most decorated female Olympic 
athlete, Victoria Pendleton. 

50th Anniversary Sports Events for St. Mary’s Past Students 
Calling all St. Mary’s past students, staff, parents and friends of the school who would like to celebrate 
the school’s 50th Anniversary by participating in planned sporting events. 

 On Saturday, 4 July, St. Mary’s will be hosting 6-a-side Football and Netball competitions.  Also on 
the day there will be a Multi-Sport Skills Challenge and tours of the school will be available. 

 On Sunday, 17 May the St. Mary’s 50th Anniversary Golf Tournament will take place at the 
outstanding Hollins Hall Marriott Hotel. 

Further information regarding both events can be found at 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/SchoolLife/50th/Pages/Events.aspx 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities 
Tennis Club for Year 7 and 8 students in the first instance, commences after the Easter break.  The Club 
takes place on Tuesdays after school from 3.15pm – 4.30pm and will be run by Adam Whiteley from 
Ilkley Tennis Club.  
 
Private Fostering 
As part of our termly data return to Leeds Education Authority we have to inform them if any of our pupils 
are currently living with a “private foster carer”. Private fostering is where a private arrangement has 
been made by the child’s parent (or someone with parental responsibility) to live with a carer who is not a 
close relative of a child under the age of 16 (or 18 if the child is disabled).  For more information please 
refer to Department of Education website – private fostering or contact Miss Anderson, Assistant 
Headteacher at school. 
 
Lost Property 
We have sorted Lost Property for last term and ask that pupils check, via Pupil Reception if they are 
aware of any item they have lost in school.  As is our usual practice, the remaining items will be sent to a 
charity shop during the Easter break. 
 
Fire and Ice Geography Visit  
17 Year 13 students will be travelling to Iceland on Thursday 16 April and returning Sunday 19 April, 
giving students a hands-on understanding of the processes of tectonics and glaciation. 
 
Easter Break 
We wish the whole school community a Happy and Holy Easter.  School will reopen on Monday 20 April 
2015. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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