
 

 

 
 
Dear Parents                                         17 April 2018 
General Letter No 27 
 
Welcome to the Summer Term 
A warm welcome back to the new term.  We welcome students back into school for a busy term with 
examinations for many year groups.  
 
A letter will be issued to parents of Y11 on Monday, outlining the arrangements for revision and 
exams during the public examination season.  Parents were informed of arrangements for 6th form 
students in the Easter letter.  

 
 
 
 
During this third week of Eastertide let us be open and responsive 
to the Lord’s teachings and to the leading and direction of the 
Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
British Council visit - Celebrating Ten Years of Bambisanani: “Working Together” 
On the last day of last term, we welcomed Mr John Rolfe MBE from the British 
Council who presented the school with the International School Award, this 
award is a badge of honour for schools that carry out outstanding work in 
international education, through links such as partner schools overseas.  
Fostering an international dimension in the curriculum is at the heart of the 
British Council’s work with schools, so that young people gain the cultural 
understanding and skills they need to live and work as global citizens. 

 
St. Mary’s international work includes long standing annual exchange 
visits to France and Germany, World Challenge expeditions (this year’s 
expedition to Costa Rica and Nicaragua involves 38 students), the 
Connecting Classrooms project, a global programme run by the British 
Council which creates partnerships between groups of schools in the 
UK and in other countries, and a long standing partnership with a high 
school in South Africa, The Bambisanani Partnership.  

 
 

 

 

 
During his visit, Mr Geldart presented the Bambisanani Partnership’s 

fourth book, ‘Bambisanani: Ten Years of Working Together and 

Learning Together’ to the British Council.   The new book chronicles 

the first ten years of the Bambisanani story from 2006 – 2016. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
The annual Bambisanani Concert is returning to school for what is now the 6th year in a row this 
Friday 20 April. The evening will feature performances from our St Mary's ensembles, such as Jazz 
Band, Soul Band and our school choirs, in addition to a host of solo acts and duets. Leeds Youth Jazz 
and Rock Orchestra will be joining us again to close the evening. It's a wonderful evening of live 
music supporting wonderful work done in South Africa. Tickets are £5 for adults and £3 for 
concessions. 
 
Year 9 Parent Consultation Thursday 3 May 4.00pm-7.00pm 
Letters of invite and a guide to scheduling appointments will be emailed out to parents this week.  
 
Student News 

 Many congratulations to the U12 Hockey team who finished third in the Leeds Schools Hockey 
Tournament at the Grammar School at Leeds before the Easter break.  The team consisted of 
Lydia Sunman, Esme Astbury, Sadie Bentham, Charlotte Rawstron, Olivia Shires, Francesca 
Tadayon, Eoife Rowley, Niamh Walsh.  Well done. 

 Congratulations to Sixth Form student Izzy Palmer who recently won the Young Disability 
Sportswoman Award at the annual Leeds Sports Awards for her achievements in her chosen 
sport of Dressage.  The award was presented to Izzy at a prestigious ceremony held at the First 
Direct Arena.  Sporting stars from grass roots all the way up to Olympians were recognised, 
alongside the coaches and volunteers who support them.  Many congratulations to Izzy – a 
wonderful achievement. 

 Before the Easter break, teams from St. Mary’s took part in the annual Leeds Schools Dance 
Competition held at Temple Moor High School.  Two teams from KS3 and one from KS4 
performed extremely well.  The KS3 teams finished 4th and 10th and the KS4 team finished 2nd.   
All the girls worked extremely hard in the months leading up to the competition, perfecting their 
routines under the guidance of Sports Leaders Abbie Cotton, Amelia Crompton, Ellie Hopwood 
and Rhianne Shaw.  Well done to all those who took part.   

 Six St. Mary’s students recently took part in the regional heat of the National Debating 
Competition at the Blessed St Thomas Holford Catholic College, Altrincham.  The team, 
consisting of Alice Thornton, Martha Marjoram, William Miller and Noah Spenceley (Year 7) and 
Frances Halewood and Hannah Jenkins (Year 8) won the first debate but unfortunately lost the 
next two.  Noah was named as one of the Top 10 speakers on the day from 90 students.  With 
over 30 schools taking part this is a great achievement.  The students picked up some great tips 
for next year’s competition and will be looking for more opportunities to debate against other 
schools in the future.    
 



 

 

HCPT (Handicapped Children’s Pilgrimage Trust): Fundraising Event 
Further to our support for Our Lady and All Saints HCPT Fundraising event on Sunday 18 March, we 
have received a letter of thanks from Andrew Guzdek, Leader. We raised £173.50 of which every 
penny goes to helping the children and young helpers going out to Lourdes.  
 
On the Thursday of Easter week we were remembered in their prayers as they gathered with HCPT 
for a special Mass in the underground Basilica. 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
New penalty fare scheme on the Northern network 
We have been asked to make parents aware of this information, for students who travel to the school 
by train. Please follow this link for further details regarding the new penalty fare scheme on the 
Northern network. https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Northern-Penalty-Fare-Scheme-letter-
to-schools-kl49.pdf 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley  
Headteacher 
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