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Dear Parents                        18 April 2017 
 

General Letter No 27 
 

Come, you blessed of my Father; receive the kingdom prepared for you … alleluia. 
 
Welcome to the Summer Term 
A warm welcome back to the new term.  We welcomed students back into school for a busy term with 
examinations for many year groups. 
 
A Teacher Training First at St. Mary's Menston 
Congratulations to Shelton Murape (Mathematics) 
and David Holmes (Physics) who have recently 
qualified under the St. Mary's Schools Direct 
Abridged route into teaching.  They are the first 
students in the country to qualify as teachers on a 
Fast Track (August - April) route.  We wish them luck 
as they start their career in their new schools.  
 
Applications are still open to train at St. Mary's in September, with funding of up to £30,000 available.  
If you would like further information on this please email j.ash@stmarysmenston.org. 
 
Annual 'Spirit of Ubuntu' concert 
Tickets are still available for Friday’s 'Spirit of Ubuntu' concert. The concert will be an evening of live 
music with performances from our very own Jazz Band, Pop Choir and Chamber Choir. Also 
performing on the evening will be The Leeds Youth Jazz Rock Orchestra. Tickets can be purchased 
from Pupil Reception at break and lunchtimes, or pay on the door. 

 
 
Year 7 CDFG Parent Consultation Tuesday 25 April 
Parent consultation for 7C, D, F and G will take place on Tuesday 25 April 4.00pm – 6.30pm.  The 
evening is now open for parents to schedule appointments and will close to parents on Friday 21 April 
7.00am.  Please contact Mrs Robertson on 01943 883017 if you experience any difficulties scheduling 
your appointments. 
 

Year 7 MPW Parent Consultation Thursday 4 May 
Parent consultation for 7M, P and W will take place on Thursday 4 May 4.00pm – 6.30pm.  A letter of 
invite will be sent home with students later in the week.  The evening will open for parents to schedule 
appointments on 24 April 7.00am.
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Whilst students are invited to accompany parents to individual consultations from Year 9 onwards, it is 
not our usual practice for students to accompany parents to individual meetings in Year 7.  It is 
appreciated that, due to child-care responsibilities, some students and siblings may have to 
accompany parents to the parents’ evening: please ensure that they sit in the main waiting area of the 
hall: there is no provision for children outside of the main hall.  Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter. 
 
Fire and Ice Geography Visit to Iceland 
During the Easter Holidays 
24 Year 13 students had the 
opportunity to visit the 
amazing country of Iceland. 
Situated just a mere 846 
miles from the UK it is the 
only place in the world 
where you can see the 
boundary between two 
tectonic plates and see an 
array of volcanic activity in 
action. From the erupting 
geysers to the fierce waters 
of Gullfoss, every day 
provided another 
outstanding opportunity to witness the natural wonder of our world in action. Both the students and 
staff had a great time, especially lazing around in the geothermal hot springs in the Blue Lagoon and 
walking the world famous solheimajokull glacier. This glacier is vastly retreating so it really was a case 
of see it before it’s gone! The students were fantastic on the trip and Miss Burton and Mr Dobson 
would like to thank them for making the trip such an enjoyable experience.  Photographs of the visit 
will shortly be available on the school’s website.    
 

Student News 
Aimee Benn, 10P, continues to climb the Ladies World Snooker rankings.  Following her last few 
tournaments she has managed to secure 20th spot and has subsequently been invited to attend 
Ladies Day at the World Snooker Championships next week.  Bearing in mind that Aimee has only 
been playing for two years, this is a remarkable achievement for a 14 year old. 
 

Isobelle Palmer, 11F, has achieved further Dressage success.  Competing for Great Britain, Isobelle  
won both the individual and freestyle titles at the annual Para Equestrian Competition in Deauville, 
France at the beginning of April.  Isobelle also came second in her grade’s team test.   
 

Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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