
 

 
 
Dear Parents           23 April 2013 
General Letter No 27 
 
A Prayer for Eastertide 
 
Bless us as we listen with new heart to the Scriptures 
proclaimed. 
Bless us through the inspiring lives of the saints. 
Bless us as we seek to understand our faith better in 
today’s world. 
Amen. 
 
Confirmation 
A good number of our students are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  We pray for them, their 
families, and all those across the parishes who work hard to prepare, support and guide them. 
 
Leeds School Transport Fiasco 
We are grateful to those who have responded to the invitation to complete a questionnaire as part of the consultation 
process.  Thank you for your continuing support of this very important issue. Leeds City Council have extended the 
period of consultation to tomorrow, Wednesday 24

th
 April 2013 to enable as wide participation in their survey as 

possible. Please use this link to access the consultation information:  
https://consult.leeds.gov.uk/leeds/KMS/elab.aspx?noip=1&CampaignId=523  There is also information on St. Mary’s 
school website www.stmarysmenston.org 

 
Pastoral Letters from Student Progress Leaders Year 7 – 11 and from the Director of Sixth Form 
Pastoral letters for each year group, giving news and information about last term’s events and plans for this term, will 
be sent out for all year groups this week.    
 
Key Stage 4 Safety Evening 
Parents of students in Years 9 and 10 have been invited to attend a Safety Evening this evening, Tuesday, with 
refreshments at 6.30 pm for 7a 7.00 pm start in the Main Hall.   
 
Performing Arts Show 
Performing Arts students are staging their performance “West Yorkshire’s West End” at Guiseley Theatre on 
Wednesday 1 May 2013 at 7.00 pm.  The performance is a culmination of Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11’s exam 
assessed work, focusing on well-known musicals.  Tickets are available in the Pupil Reception area at lunchtimes, 
priced at £3 for St. Mary’s students and £6 for Adults.  Please obtain tickets in advance as tickets are not available at 
the door.  A full rehearsal will take place from 4.00 pm on Tuesday, 30 April and parents will receive a letter detailing 
arrangements. 
 
Year 11 Leavers’ Liturgy and Stand Down arrangements 
Year 11 students will participate in a Leavers Liturgy at 2.00 pm on Wednesday 8 May.  Because there are a number 
of examinations on Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 May, Year 11 students will be off-timetable on these two days.  
Provision will be made on Monday and Tuesday for students to revise at school when attending an exam, as 
appropriate. It is expected that all Year 11 students will attend lessons as normal on Wednesday 15, Thursday 16 and 
up to and including Period 3 on Friday morning 17 May.  Students will commence stand down at 12.00 on Friday 17 
May. 
 
St. Mary’s Netball 
St. Mary’s Netballers have enjoyed recent success across the year groups.  The Year 10 team were the Division 2 
winners of the Leeds Schools Netball League and the Year 9 team were Division 2 Runners Up in the same 
competition for their age group.  The Year 7 team were Runners Up in the Under 12 Invitation Tournament.  Well done 
to all the students who took part.        

https://consult.leeds.gov.uk/leeds/KMS/elab.aspx?noip=1&CampaignId=523
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/


 

Spelling Bee Competition 
Last week, four students took part in the Regional Final of 
the Spelling Bee Competition at Hull University.  The 
competition is for Year 7 pupils who are beginners in a 
foreign language aimed at improving vocabulary, spelling, 
pronunciation and memory skills.  Emilia Corkery, Dhugal 
Sandground, Olivia Brady and Keith Bray were chosen to 
represent the school in the Yorkshire and Humber final.    
 
Congratulations to Emilia who beat off the challenge from 
students from 32 schools in the region to reach the national final of the competition which will be held in Cambridge in 
July.  Credit also goes to Dhugal, Olivia and Keith who should all be commended for their performances throughout 
the day. 
 
Handcrafted Dolls’ House donated to raise funds for South African Partnership 
A beautiful handcrafted Dolls’ House made by Mr Barry Peacock has been donated to raise funds for the school’s 
work in South Africa; the Bambisanani Partnership.  Offers over £200 are invited for the Dolls’ House and the best 
offer received by Friday 28 June will secure the item.  The funds raised will support the Bambisanani Partnership, 
promoting education, health, global citizenship and leadership in one of South Africa’s poorest communities.  The 
Dolls House can be viewed in the Visitor Reception area at St. Mary’s and a picture is available on the school’s 
website: http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/default.aspx   For further information or to make an offer, please 
contact Mr Geldart at St. Mary’s. 
 
Dinner Money Cheques 
Please note that DINNER MONEY CHEQUES need to be made payable to The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 
Trust and the abbreviation BWCAT is acceptable on dinner money cheques.  (Only dinner money cheques: please 
continue to use the usual St Mary’s, Menston on all other cheques at the moment.)  Thank you for your cooperation in 
this matter. 
 
Pupil Safety 
We are aware of the increased volume of traffic in the area local to school at drop-off and collection times. For the 
safety of all our pupils, please continue to use the parking lay-bys situated in the bus drop-off layby when dropping off 
and collecting students from school.  Use of this area means that students can access school without using the main 
road and surrounding side streets and keep traffic congestion to a minimum.  Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter.  
  
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr T Rothwell 
Acting Headteacher 
 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/default.aspx

