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Dear Parents                              3 May 2016 
General Letter No 28 
 
At this time of year in school we are working hard to support the students who are preparing for 
external examinations.  Their success is very much dependent on their commitment and we thank you 
in advance for the support that you are providing. 
 
May the Month of Mary 
May is Mary’s month, and I muse at that and wonder why; her feasts follow reason, dated due to 
season: Candlemas, Lady Day; but the Lady Month, May, why fasten that upon her, with a feasting in 
her honour? Ask of her, that mighty mother: her reply puts this other question: What is Spring?:growth 
in everything, all things rising, all things sizing Mary sees, sympathizing with that world of good, 
nature’s motherhood. Their magnifying of each its kind with delight calls to mind how she did in her 
stored magnify the Lord. Well but there was more than this: Spring’s universal bliss much, had much 
to say to offering Mary May. This ecstasy all through mothering earth tells Mary her mirth till Christ’s 
birth to remember and exultation in God who was her salvation. (Gerard Manley Hopkin) 
 
Good Shepherd Service 
St. Mary’s, Menston will participate in the Bishop’s annual Good Shepherd Service at St. Anne’s 
Cathedral on Friday.  They will be joined by our five primary partner schools and representatives of 
The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust. At the service a cheque will be presented for monies 
raised for Catholic Care during the Advent Appeal. 
 
World Orienteering Day 
Local Orienteering group Airienteers are promoting World Orienteering Day which takes place on 
Wednesday, 11 May.  Activities commence at 6.30pm from Hawksworth Woods, Horsforth with 
courses for all age groups from 5 years upwards. For further information about this free event, please 
contact Jack Cooper secretary@aire.org.uk 
 
Sports News 

 Congratulations to Year 10 students Matthew Ryan and Joseph Gardner who recently took part in 
the U15 Yorkshire Cup Final, playing for Otley Rugby Union Football Club.  The team beat York 
13-8.  Well done! 

 A team of eleven students yesterday took part in the Leeds School Games Cycling Event held at 
Prince Henry’s Grammar School in Otley.  The competition provides the pathway for four schools 
from Leeds to progress to the West Yorkshire School Summer Games in July.  The competition 
consisted of individual and team events with allocated points giving an overall team score.  The 
team, consisting of Dylan Lyons, Katherine Russell, Lily Preston (Year 9), Dominic Edwards, 
Harry Moran, Joe Childs, Nathan Pickstone, Rosa Greenhalgh, Rebecca Gallagher and Niamh 
Howley (Year 7) finished second, securing their place in the WY Summer Games.  Well done to 
all who took part. 
 

Witness for the Year of Mercy 
Take some time to find a passage of Scripture that speaks to you as a ‘promise’ of God. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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