
 

 
 
Dear Parents           30 April 2013 
 
General Letter No 28 
 
Leadership at St. Mary’s 
Following Mr Pritchard's career break to work as a senior HMI, the Governors have appointed Mr Rothwell and Miss 
Garrett (existing Deputy Heads) as Acting Co-Headteachers for the interim period. This is a model which is being used 
in several schools and will ensure a seamless provision of excellent leadership of St. Mary's in line with our values and 
ethos, whilst making full use of the diverse and extensive skills of all the senior team. 
 
Leeds Schools Transport  
We are grateful to all parents who have completed the questionnaire as part of Leeds City Council’s consultation.  We 
had a meeting in school with Councillors Carter and Latty last week, who both fully support the school’s stance.  
Please continue to lobby your local councillors as, although the consultation has closed, discussions at council level 
are on-going.  Information is available on the St. Mary’s school website www.stmarysmenston.org 

 
Key Stage 4 Safety Evening 
Thank you to those parents who were able to attend the Key Stage 4 Safety Evening last Tuesday.  Should parents 
wish to see the powerpoint and were unable to attend last week’s meeting, please contact Mrs Tindall, who can make 
a copy available. 
 
Leeds Schools Climbing Competition 
Climbers from a range of year groups will be representing St. Mary’s in the Leeds Schools Climbing Competition 
taking place in Pudsey tomorrow, Wednesday.  We are grateful to Mr Lancaster for leading the group and wish them 
luck in the competition.  
 
West Yorkshire’s West End: Performing Arts Show 
Performing Arts students are staging their performance “West Yorkshire’s West End” at Guiseley Theatre tomorrow 
evening, Wednesday 1 May 2013 at 7.00 pm.  The performance is a culmination of Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11’s 
exam assessed work, focusing on well-known musicals.  Tickets are available in the Pupil Reception area at 
lunchtimes, priced at £3 for St. Mary’s students and £6 for Adults.  Please obtain tickets in advance as tickets are not 
available at the door.  A full rehearsal will take place from 4.00 pm on Tuesday, 30 April and parents have received a 
letter detailing arrangements. 
 
French Exchange 
Our Year 10 French Exchange students set off for Issoire on Friday for a week with their partner group.  They will be 
visiting local areas of interest and exploring local industries, including the Richard de Bas paper museum and 
Vulcania.  We are grateful to all families, both in Issoire and in Menston, for their continued support to enable our 
language students to benefit from this type of cultural and language exchange.  
 
Year 12 Holy Island Retreat 
Letters will be sent out this week to Year 12 students who have indicated their interest in the Holy Island Retreat on  
17–19 June 2013.  A prompt reply with deposit would be appreciated.  
 
Handcrafted Dolls’ House donated to raise funds for South African Partnership 
A beautiful handcrafted Dolls’ House made by Mr Barry Peacock has been donated to raise funds for the school’s 
work in South Africa; the Bambisanani Partnership.  Offers over £200 are invited for the Dolls’ House and the best 
offer received by Friday 28 June will secure the item.  The funds raised will support the Bambisanani Partnership, 
promoting education, health, global citizenship and leadership in one of South Africa’s poorest communities.  The 
Dolls House can be viewed in the Visitor Reception area at St. Mary’s and a picture is available on the school’s 
website: http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/default.aspx   For further information or to make an offer, please 
contact Mr Geldart at St. Mary’s. 
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Dinner Money Cheques 
Please note that DINNER MONEY CHEQUES need to be made payable to The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 
Trust and the abbreviation BWCAT is acceptable on dinner money cheques.  (Only dinner money cheques: please 
continue to use the usual St Mary’s, Menston on all other cheques at the moment.)  Thank you for your cooperation in 
this matter. 
 
Taekwondo 
Congratulations to Year 7 student Charlie Houlders who recently achieved his Taekwondo black belt with honours.  
Charlie has spent the last five years working hard towards this through the Taerigi-Do school in Ilkley.  Well done!       

 
Leeds City Netball 
At the recent Leeds Schools Netball Association Annual Presentation Evening, two St. Mary’s students received 
special awards for City Netball in the 2012/13 season.  Orla Turnbull, Year 7, received the award for U12 Most 
Improved Player and Niamh Roberts, Year 10, received the award for U15 Player of the Season.  Well done to both 
girls. 

 
Vacancy: Cleaner 
This post will be available from June 2013.  17.5 hours per week, all year round, £6.47 - £6.84 per hour.  Further 
details are available on the school website or via Amanda Whelan. 

 
May Holiday 
Please note that school is closed on Bank Holiday Monday 6 May and will reopen on Tuesday 7 May.  

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr T Rothwell 
Acting Co-headteacher 
 
 
Doorway to Faith: Unlocking the Mystery of Faith: 
Holy Images:  
 
I thank you, Father, for the simple power of statues, 
crucifixes, rosaries and other religious objects.   They 
remind me that the incarnation of your Son was real, not 
imaginary. 
 


