
 

 
 
 
Dear Parents           7 May 2013 
 
General Letter No 29 
 
Public examinations begin next Monday for students in the upper school.  Preparations are well under way in school 
and we hope that revision programmes are in place at home.  We would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the 
whole school community, to wish good luck to all students sitting examinations this summer.  They are in our thoughts 
and prayers. 
 
Year 11 Leavers’ Liturgy 
Year 11 students will attend a liturgy tomorrow afternoon, Wednesday to celebrate their time at St. Mary’s, Menston, 
before they stand down to complete their GCSE examinations.  The theme of their service is “Live your Faith”.  Every 
Form has been making preparations to participate in the service.   
 
For your information Year 11 Stand Down arrangements are:  
Wednesday 8 May – Normal Day - Leaver’s Celebration Liturgy at 2pm. 
Thursday 9 and Friday 10 May – Normal School day. 
Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 May – GCSE examinations begin. Pupils need only attend for exams. An area will be 
made available in school for those students who want to be in school for private revision in addition to their 
examinations 
Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 May – Normal school day. 
Friday 17 May – Periods 1, 2 and 3a are timetabled lessons. At 11.45am students will assemble in the hall and leave 
school at 12 noon. 
 
Year 12 Stand Down 
Year 12 students attend normal lessons on Friday 10 May and stand down at 3.00 pm.  Following this examination 
period and a brief break, they return to an extended assembly and A2 study from Period 2 on Wednesday 12 June.  
 
Bambisanani Meeting on Wednesday 8 May 
An information meeting has been arranged for students who are participating in the 2013 visit to Kwa Zulu Natal and 
their parents.  The meeting will start at 7.00 pm and will take place in the Main Hall. 
 
Good Shepherd Service 
St. Mary’s, Menston will participate in the Bishop’s annual Good Shepherd Service at St. Anne’s on Friday morning.  
They will be joined by our five primary partner school representatives of The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust.  
This year St. Mary’s will be represented by Amelia Jessop and Maddy Smith in Year 8. At this service we will present 
a cheque from monies raised for Catholic Care during the Advent Appeal. 
 
Year 9 Retreat to Myddelton Grange, 24-26 June 2013 
A letter for students in Year 9 regarding the retreat will be issued this week following Fr Anthony Jackson, Retreat 
Leader, speaking to the year group in Thursday’s assembly. 
 
Leeds League Champions Football Finals 
Both the Year 8 and Year 11 Football teams have reached the finals of the Leeds League Champions Playoffs to be 
held at the John Charles Centre for Sport tomorrow, Wednesday, 8 May.  The Year 8 fixture commences at 5.30pm 
with the Year 11 fixture commencing at 7.00pm.  St. Mary’s students, friends and family are warmly invited to attend 
on the evening to support both teams.  Due to the cost of renting the stadium there will be a small charge for 
spectators, details of which will be put on the Learning Platform as soon as we have an idea of costs.  We wish both 
teams the very best of luck! 
 
 
 



 

Leeds Schools Climbing Competition 
A group of St. Mary’s Climbers, under the guidance of Mr Lancaster, recently took part in the Leeds Schools’ Climbing 
Competition at The Depot, Pudsey.  The team, consisting of John Cracknell, Cameron Watson, Sam Brownjohn, Ezra 
Cheng, Hugo Stiles, Romey Parker, Jack Sturgeon, Josh Normington, Charlotte Doherty and Niamh Corkett-Beirne  
recorded excellent results and came second overall, climbing against teams made up of older students.  John 
Cracknell also took an individual second place.  Well done to all those who took part.     
 
The Sylvia Wright Trust 
In a recent assembly taken by Sylvia Wright, Years 12 and 13 were inspired by her courage and determination to 
leave all she had to go to help the less fortunate in a rural village in India.  Through lots of hard work, Sylvia Wright 
managed to fulfil what she set out to do, helping many people, and her ability to carry on doing this over 30 years will 
encourage many to do the same. The Sylvia Wright Trust website gives an insight into her charity work: 
http://www.sylviawright.org/ and we felt very privileged that she was able to take two of our assemblies last week. 
 
Performing Arts Show “West Yorkshire’s West End” 
Well done to Miss Nicholls and the Year 11 Performing Arts group. With the support and guidance of Miss Nicholls, 
Year 11 students successfully produced our first production at Guiseley Theatre, directing, performing and co-
ordinating a delightful performance. Audience members were in awe of the talent and commitment on stage and were 
particularly impressed with the independent work of the students.  Congratulations to all involved. 

Dinner Money Cheques 
Please note that DINNER MONEY CHEQUES need to be made payable to The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 
Trust and the abbreviation BWCAT is acceptable on dinner money cheques.  (Only dinner money cheques: please 
continue to use the usual St. Mary’s, Menston on all other cheques at the moment).  Thank you for your cooperation in 
this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   
 
 
Live your Faith 
Be good, be kind, 
be fair, be gentle. 
Show this to others, 
and in return you will be shown respect, 
compassion, 
friendship and love. 
 
Give a little of yourself to others and you shall receive. 
 

http://www.sylviawright.org/

