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Dear Parents                      20 September 2016 
General Letter No 3 
 

Walsingham Prayer to Our Lady 
O Mary, recall the solemn moment when Jesus, your divine Son, dying on the Cross, confided us to 

your maternal care. You are our Mother, we desire ever to remain your devout children. Let us 
therefore feel the effects of your powerful intercession with Jesus Christ. Make your name again 

glorious in this place once renowned throughout our land by your visits, favours and many miracles. 
Pray, O holy Mother of God, for the conversion of England, restoration of the sick, consolation for the 
afflicted, repentance of sinners, peace to the departed. O blessed Mary, Mother of God, Our Lady of 

Walsingham, intercede for us. Amen. 
 

Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 17 September 
Mrs Findlay, Lay Chaplain, writes about the Walsingham Pilgrimage: 
 
Early Saturday morning we began our pilgrimage journey to Walsingham picking up staff, students 
and parishioners at St. Mary’s Horsforth, Cardinal Heenan School, St. John Fisher, Dewsbury and All 
Saints Huddersfield.  At 12.00 noon we and other schools, joined the main Pilgrimage for Mass in the 
Chapel of Reconciliation. After lunch, we then processed into the village of Walsingham along the 
Pilgrim Way where there was Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Vespers and Benediction in the 
Priory grounds which are the site of the Medieval Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. We had 
opportunity to look around the village, visit some of the many churches, have a cup of tea and catch 
up with everyone before getting back on the bus for home. A whirlwind day, but one that leaves you 
spiritually recharged. Well done and many thanks to Will Inglehearn, Year 11, who represented St. 
Mary’s – your reward will be in heaven! 
 

Open Day 
We very much look forward to our Open Day on Saturday 1 October, from 11.00am to 2.00pm, to 
which all parents and families are invited to see the work of the school.  Information sessions for 
Prospective Year 7 Parents will be held at 11.30am and 1.00pm.  It is expected that all students will 
be involved to demonstrate all areas of school life, and further information and permission letters are 
being issued for return by Monday 26 September.  
 

Early Close: Please note that school will close early on Friday 30 September, school buses are 
expected at 1.10pm, to allow final preparations to be made for Open Day. School will be closed on 
Monday 28 November in lieu of Open Day. 
 

Getting to School Safely 

 All Year 7 students will be given a Go For It! Leaflet, issued by Leeds City Council, advising them 
on safe road safety practice.  There is also a copy of the leaflet on the school’s website. 
 

 We have received some complaints about parents parking in the entrance to the High Royds 
estate in order to drop off and collect students.  As the safety of our students is paramount, I urge 
you to drop off only at the designated drop-off bays in school.  This avoids increasing the risk to 
our students, and also to the residents of the High Royds estate.  

 

Show my Homework 
Information about Show my Homework and logons is being issued on Thursday to Year 7 students.  
Please ensure that this letter is passed on to you by your son/daughter. 
 

Photographs for Years 7, 9 and 12 
The photo session for the above Year Groups will take place on Monday 26 September. 
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Year 7 Data Collection Sheets 
Please ensure that all data collection sheets are returned by the end of this week, 23 September. 
 

Year 11 History: Field Trip to Saltaire  
Year 11 History students are visiting the model industrial village of Saltaire in connection with their 
‘History Around Us’ controlled assessment in two groups, one on the morning of Thursday 22 and one 
on the morning of Friday 23 September. 
 

Jamie Payne-Ross Award 
Just before the summer break, presentation of the Jamie Payne-Ross Award took place.  The Award 
is presented annually at the school in memory of Jamie Payne-Ross who died in a tragic accident in 
December 1993.  In the past, the Award has been presented to a Year 8 boy for outstanding 
achievement in sport but this year St. Mary’s broke with tradition and the award was presented to 
Danielle Quirke, the first Year 8 girl ever to receive the award in over 20 years.   
 

The award was initially presented to Danielle by world Thai Boxing Champion, Rachael MacKenzie.  
Having only started Thai boxing in 2000, Rachael’s hard work and determination paid off when, in 
2006, she topped the Women’s Thai Boxing world rankings in two weight categories (50kg and 52kg).  
Rachel has also taken two British titles – both by knockout – and a European title.  Rachel visited St. 
Mary’s to make a presentation to the school’s Year 11 Gifted and Talented cohort, making it an ideal 
opportunity to present Danielle with her award at the same time.  Formal presentation of the award 
was made during the Feast Day Mass and celebration, at which a number of Danielle’s family 
members were present. 
 

Para-Dressage – Isobelle Palmer 
Isobelle Palmer, Year 11, continues to go from strength to strength in her chosen sport of para-
dressage.  Isobelle is a current member of the team GB training programme and part of the Lottery 
funded World Class programme.  She is currently being mentored by para-dressage rider Sophie 
Wells MBE who recently won two Gold medals and one Silver at the Rio Paralympics.  Isobelle now 
rides one of Sophie’s horses, Pinocchio, following the retirement of her previous mount and the new 
partnership is beginning to gel with some excellent results in recent competitions.  The pair competed 
in their first open championship class held at Wellington Premier League in June and were placed 
first.  Last week Isobelle became the Grade 3 National Champion in the KBIS Gold Championship 
and was third over all grades.  Isobelle is aiming to compete in the Europeans, the World Equestrian 
Games and also secure a place on the Team GB squad for Tokyo 2020.  
 

Yorkshire Regional Netball Selection 
Following trials during the summer, Year 11 student Orla Turnbull was selected for the Yorkshire 
Regional Netball squad, part of the England Netball pathway.  This makes Orla one of the top 40 
Under 17 players in Yorkshire and ranks her in the top 300 Under 17’s nationally.  Orla has worked 
incredibly hard for this selection and we are delighted with her achievement in an area where the 
competition is very high. 
 

Extra-Curricular Sports Fixtures 
In order for students to take part in extra-curricular sports fixtures, we require signed parental 
consent.  If your child attended an extra-curricular club last week, they should already have been 
given a consent letter.  A further copy can be found on the following link:  
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/s/Permission-Letter-2016-2017-kbk7.pdf 
 

I look forward to seeing you at the school’s Open Day. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/s/Permission-Letter-2016-2017-kbk7.pdf


 


