
 

 

 
Dear Parents                                         8 May 2018 
 
General Letter No 30 
 
Feast of the Ascension Mass - Thursday 
In addition to Mass taking place in your parish, there will be a 
lunch time Mass in the Drama Studio attended by student 
representatives from every form across the year groups, including 
Years 12 and 13. If you would like your child to take part in this 
Mass please ask them to make their Form Tutor aware. 
 
Year 11 Celebration 
The Year 11 Celebration Mass will take place at 10.00am on 
Friday. The theme for the Mass is “The Holy Spirit will teach you 
everything”. Letters have been sent out to Year 11 parents giving exam arrangements and Revision 
Masterclass overview.  Students will also take part in a year group assembly on Friday afternoon, 
celebrating their achievements during their time with us.   
 
Year 7CDFG Parent Consultation 9 May 4.00pm-6.30pm 
We look forward to meeting parents and students on Wednesday. 
 
PHSE programme 
As part of the PHSE programme for Year 8, we are currently discussing issues of Emotional 
Wellbeing which are affecting young people nationwide and in particular looking at aspects of Self 
Harm and Eating Disorders. These lessons will all be delivered in a very sensitive way. 
 
Good Shepherd Celebration 
On Friday St. Mary’s will send representatives to the Good Shepherd Celebration at St. Anne’s 
Cathedral, Leeds. Alongside all the other Catholic primary and secondary schools from across the 
Diocese monies raised in our Advent Appeal will be presented to Bishop Marcus on behalf of Catholic 
Care. This Leeds Diocesan charity supports and cares for some of the most vulnerable, 
disadvantaged marginalized people living in our Diocese. 
 

Fundraising for The Alzheimer’s Society 
As part of their growth mindset challenge, Mrs Benson and Miss Parlby 
will be cycling to Paris in May half term. They will cycle about 250 miles 
over four days to raise money for the Alzheimer's society. Please follow 
the link to their justgiving page for further details and information on how 
to give https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/delondresaparis 
 
Bambisanani Appeal for children’s DVDs 
This year on our visit to South Africa, we are donating a DVD player to 
the Orphanage that we visit annually. We are hoping to collect and give 
as many DVDs as possible so would greatly appreciate your help. If you 
have any unwanted DVDs, ideally for younger children including Disney, 
Education and U – PGs classification, please bring them to Mrs Chattoe 
or Room H22. Thank you for your help. 
 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/delondresaparis


 
 
 
Working together 
As part of their ongoing professional development, teaching staff at St. Mary’s have been working 
hard this year to research, develop, trial and share teaching and learning strategies. Six Teaching and 
Learning Communities (TLCs) were established in November 2017, each with a different focus: 
Literacy, Active Learning, Underachieving Boys, Personalisation, Teaching Tips for the 
Disadvantaged and Developing Memory Skills. Following a series of development sessions designed 
to facilitate collaborative working, the Communities came together at the beginning of the summer 
term to share and promote best practice. After listening to and participating in a variety of interactive 
sales pitches expertly delivered by six of the TLC Leaders, teaching staff spent time visiting the 
“Marketplace” and “Readers Corner” where ideas were discussed, research articles were read and 
resources were swapped and shared. The event was a great opportunity for staff to work together in 
cross-curricular teams before joining with their subject teams so that both individual and subject 
action plans for 2018/19 could be worked on.    
 

 
 
Spanish and Football Trip meeting 
Parents of students taking part in the Spanish and Football Trip to Madrid during the half-term break 
are invited to attend a meeting in the Main Hall on Thursday at 5.30 pm. 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
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Student News  
 
Maths Success - Congratulations to Francis Westhead 
Francis Westhead (Year 12) has been selected to attend a six 
week maths problem solving seminar at Oxford University this 
summer.  This course is part of the PROMYS initiative which 
is designed to encourage strongly motivated high school 
students to explore in depth the creative world of 
mathematics.  Francis is one of only thirty students to be 
selected from the whole of Europe: this is 
an amazing achievement.  Well done Francis. 
 

 
 
Maths Success - Congratulations to Stevie Ginty 
Stevie Ginty (Year 11) was one of only 500 students selected nationally to 
compete in the UKMT Olympiad Maclaurin Maths Challenge.  Stevie went 
on to gain a Distinction in this competition placing him in the top 125 
students in the country: an outstanding  
achievement!  Well done Stevie. 
 
 
 

 Year 10 student Nathan Snee has recently played Rugby for the Leeds Rhinos U16’s side and 
has also been awarded a two year Rugby Scholarship with the club.  Nathan plays club Rugby 
with Stanningley and also plays Rugby Union at Yarnbury RUFC.  Many congratulations. 

 Congratulations are also extended to Sixth Form student Finley Power for his victory at the West 
Yorkshire Schools U19’s Golf Tournament, hosted by Howley Hall Golf Club on Monday 23 April 
2018.  Finley represented his peers from St. Mary’s with a last-minute entry into the tournament. 
He shot an outstanding round of three over gross to win by two clear shots of the runner-up, 
becoming the West Yorkshire Schools U19’s Champion 2018.  As a result of his victory, Finley 
has been granted automatic entry into the North of England Championship in June at 
Cleakheaton Golf Club, where he will play against a number of high level U19 golfers.  Many 
congratulations. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

  
Mr D Beardsley  
Headteacher 


