
 

 

 
Dear Parents                                         15 May 2018 
 
General Letter No 31 
 
Examinations 
Public examinations began on Monday, Year 11 students are 
attending personalised subject revision masterclasses, when not 
in a timetabled examination.  We would like to take this 
opportunity, on behalf of the whole school community, to wish 
good luck to all students sitting examinations this summer.  They 
are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Loving God be with me now, 
as I prepare for my exams. 

Thank you for the many talents and gifts you have 
given me and for the opportunity of education. 

Calm my nerves and anxiety, help me 
to remember all that I have studied, 

to express it clearly and to answer the questions 
the very best that I can. 

Holy Spirit, sit with me in my exam - and always. 
In Jesus’ name 

Amen. 
 
 

Parent Academy Councillor Vacancy  
There is a vacancy available for a parent representative on the Academy Council.  Governors make a 
significant contribution to the development of the school and our ability to give an outstanding Catholic 
education to all our students. Please see the attached letter and information about being a Parent 
Governor at St. Mary’s. We would like to thank Mr Dominic Adams for the work he has done for the 
Academy as a Parent representative over the last four years:  Mr Adams has been very active as a 
Parent Governor and has indicated that he will put in a nomination for a further term of office.  For 
further information about the role and a nomination form, please contact Mrs A Tindall, Clerk to the 
Academy Council.   Please note that nominations should be returned by Monday 4 June 2018. 
 
St. Gemma’s 40th Anniversary 
Mass of Thanksgiving 
 
Representatives from St. Mary’s will be 
attending St. Gemma’s 40th Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving on Wednesday. Bishop Marcus Stock 
is leading this special Mass at Leeds Cathedral. The Leeds Trinity Cathedral Boys' Choir will be 
performing alongside special readings and prayers, making this a very memorable service. 
 
The Hospice was founded in 1978 by the Sisters of the Cross and Passion whose dedication and 
passion has enabled St Gemma's to care for tens of thousands of people during the last 40 years. 
This Mass is an opportunity to celebrate St. Gemma’s Catholic roots and their community of 
supporters who help them keep caring now and in the future and St. Gemma’s is one of our four main 
charities to which the school offers support. 
 
Year 7 Marian Procession 
To celebrate the month of May, which is dedicated to our blessed lady and patron, on Monday Year 
7 are going to process the statue of Our Lady into the main hall whilst praying the rosary.  The 
procession will conclude with a Marian liturgy. 



 
 

Dame Tessa Jowell 
We were saddened to hear of the loss of Tessa 
Jowell.  In her role as Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, Tessa Jowell visited the school in 
February 2004, in our position as one of the most 
successful Specialist Sports Colleges in the country 
and watched a range of sporting activities.  Her 
comment at that time was “I feel really inspired by 
what you’re doing here.  I have talked to a range of 
people in the school and you are a fantastic story of 
success”.  She quoted the words of Nelson Mandela 
“Sport speaks to people in a language they 
understand”. We then held a special reception in our 
then new Performing Arts Studio. 
 
 
 
 

 
Lourdes Pilgrimage 2018 
Parents are reminded that the balance for the Lourdes Pilgrimage is due via the ParentPay system by 
Friday 18 May. 
 
Year 9 Soli Retreat 
A group of Year 9 students are on retreat at the Soli Centre from Wednesday to Friday this week. The 
retreat enables our young people to explore and share their faith in a place where they can journey 
alongside the team, learning about themselves, the world, but most importantly their relationship with 
God. 
 
Year 13 Mass of Celebration 7.00 pm on Thursday 24 May 
We look forward to our Mass of Celebration in joining with them and their families to celebrate their 
journey so far and in preparing for the next step in their lives.   
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news 
 
Student News  

Izzy Goodwin, Year 8 recently competed in the English Schools 
Swimming Championships (ESSAs) in London. Izzy was selected to 
represent the North East region after a fantastic end to the swimming 
season last summer where she secured a Gold and a Bronze medal 
at the English summer swimming championships.  
Izzy performed fantastically well at the ESSAs whilst representing St. 
Mary’s and secured 3 Gold medals becoming the English Secondary 
School Champion in in her division in the 200m freestyle, 400m 
freestyle and 400 Individual medley events! 
In order to achieve such success, a swimmer has to demonstrate 
incredible dedication and commitment as well as natural talent. 
Izzy is now training for the British Championships this summer. 
Fingers crossed for some more fast swimming!  
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 Year 11 student Aimee Benn has now been competing on the World Ladies Billiards and Snooker 
tour for two seasons.  The season ended last month with The Festival of Women’s Snooker 
where Aimee competed in the World 6-Red Championships, World 10-Red Championships, 
World Under 21 Championships and the World Doubles Championships. Following a good 
tournament, Aimee received much praise for her performances.  She finished the season with an 
incredible World Ranking positioning of 9th (from over 90 competitors).  

Aimee has also recently been awarded a grant from Yorkshire Young Achievers to help with her 
continued development in the game as she looks forward to starting the 2018/19 season in 
August.  Aimee plans to join the St. Mary’s Sixth Form in September. 
 

 Year 9 student Jessica Heyburn travelled to Birmingham to compete in the CRG Cumann Rince 
Gaelacha British National Championships. She came first in five out of her six solo dances and 
went on to win her open championship against very tough competition from dancers from Ireland 
including the current World Champion, she is now the CRG British National Irish Dance 
Champion and has qualified to compete in this year’s World Championships held in Dublin in 
October. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

  
Mr D Beardsley  
Headteacher 


