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Dear Parents                        16 May 2017 
 

General Letter No 31 
“I am the way, the truth and the life” John 14 

 

St. Mary’s, Menston are re-awarded Fairtrade Schools Status 
I am delighted to inform you that we have achieved the renewal of our Fairtrade 
Schools Award with a considerable amount of hard work from both staff and 
pupils, completing a series of activities to help promote Fairtrade: assemblies, 
pupil tuck shops, raffles and the staff now support a permanent Fairtrade staff 
tuck shop. 
We have now successfully met the five goals; to establish a Fairtrade pupil 
group, to adopt a Fairtrade policy, to teach Fairtrade lessons, to sell Fairtrade 
products and to actively campaign to raise the awareness of Fairtrade. 

Along with Mrs Marie Hayes, Global Learning Coordinator and staff member 
responsible for the application, we are all extremely 
proud of the students who have put a lot of effort into 
our application and thank them for giving up their 
own time to do this. The school would not have 
achieved this status without their dedication and 
enthusiasm. 

Fairtrade is something we can all take part in and it 
only involves a slight change to our shopping habits. 
The Fairtrade mark is a guarantee that a product has 
been ethically produced and so the workers are fairly 
paid, and we felt that as a school we should continue 
to promote this as much as possible. Fairtrade status 
enforces the school’s ongoing commitment to global 
justice and follows in the teaching of the Catholic 
ethos. 

Good Shepherd Celebration 
On Friday 19 May St. Mary’s will attend the Good Shepherd Celebration at St. Anne’s Cathedral, 
Leeds. Alongside all the other Catholic primary and secondary schools from across the Diocese 
monies raised in our Advent Appeal will be presented to Bishop Marcus on behalf of Catholic Care. 
This Leeds Diocesan charity supports and cares for some of the most vulnerable, disadvantaged 
marginalized people living in our Diocese. This year Catholic Care have taken on a new challenge in 
meeting the needs of refugees and asylum seekers.  
 

Confirmations 2017 
God of love and life bless our students as they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and we pray 
that they may always be open to the direction of the Holy Spirit. 
 

In-Touch: School Update from St Mary’s, Menston  
We have emailed to students and families, past and present, about the launch of a newsletter and you 
may have received an email inviting you to receive the first edition: we look forward to its publication, 
giving news about St. Mary’s to our friends, past and present.  
 
Year 10 Reports 
Reports are due to be issued to Year 10 students on Thursday.  Please take time to discuss this 
report with your child: to encourage and praise good progress and to support any areas for 
improvement. 
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School Buses 
As a school we are delighted with the behaviour and conduct of students during the working day and, 
for the majority, this impeccable attitude continues on the school buses.  We are concerned, however, 
about the reports that we have received regarding the behaviour of a small minority of students on the 
buses.  Whilst we take responsibility for poor behaviour on buses, and will deal with this in line with 
policy, we require students to act responsibly and appreciate the support of parents in guiding their 
children towards excellent behaviour at all times. 
 

The bus companies have advised us that a minority of students have failed to pay for buses and, for 
safeguarding reasons, they have still been allowed to board the bus.  Where students do not present 
payment they will be asked to show their planner/bus pass or ID and the bus company will contact 
school.  Maintaining services’ economic viability is a challenge and we therefore ask for your support 
on both these issues.     
 

Dinner Money: Revaluers 
We are waiting for our re-valuers to be updated to accept the new £1 coins, but unfortunately this may 
take up to six weeks.  In the meantime, we ask parents to ensure that students use old £1 coins in the 
cash machines.  Alternatively new £1 coins may be placed in an envelope and clearly marked with the 
student’s name and form and placed in the grey box outside of M2.  Thank you for your cooperation in 
this. 
 

St. Mary’s Football 
St. Mary’s Football squads have yet again had a hugely successful season.  Under the guidance of 
team manager Mr Pringle, Assistant Faculty Leader of PE and Sport, the Year 8 team have finished 
the season as North West Leeds League Winners, Merit League Winners, Leeds Cup Winners, Leeds 
Champions of Champions Cup Winners and County Cup Winners.  The team, consisting of Jack 
Wade, Gabriel Palka, Edward Hazlegreaves, Archie McDonnell, Jack Brady, Ethan Shaw, Tom 
Jessop, Billy Carroll, Jack Lynn, Sam Deacon, Owen O’Malley, Teddy McDonald, Joshua Sorley, 
Kevin Gonzales and Frankie Sinfield played consistently well throughout the season and are a credit 
to the school. 
 

The Year 11 Football team, also coached by Mr Pringle, were winners of the North West Leeds 
League.  They also qualified for the finals of the Leeds Cup and Leeds Champions Cup but were 
unfortunately beaten in both finals.  The Sixth Form Football team, were winners of the Leeds Merit 
Cup, beating Wetherby 2-1 at South Leeds Stadium.     
 

The Year 7 team, coached by Mr Shields, qualified for the final of the Leeds Cup but were 
unfortunately beaten by Cardinal Heenan. 
 

Many congratulations to all the students who represented St. Mary’s throughout the season. 
 

Student News 
Following her performance at the West Yorkshire Junior Academy Centre trials for Hockey, Year 9 
student Jessica Ferguson has been invited to attend the final assessment day for Durham and Leeds 
Performance Centres 2017-2018.  A fantastic achievement – well done Jessica. 
 

Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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