
 

 

 
Dear Parents                                         22 May 2018 
 
General Letter No 32 
 
A Prayer for Exam Students 
God be with me as I take this exam, keep my mind alert and my 
memory sharp. Calm my nerves and help me concentrate, that I 
might bring to mind all the knowledge gained over my time at 
school. I know that you walk with me, guiding my path and inspiring 
my heart. I pray that I would feel you with me; and that your 
friendship would soften the pressure I feel. Help me to do the best 
that I can. I ask this for my fellow students too, at home and across 
the world. That we might all go on to new things with you. Amen. 

 
St Gemma's 40th Anniversary Mass 

 
Lily Humphreys (Year 12), Theo Humphreys (Year 10) and Ciara 
McGibbon (Year 8) attended St. Gemma’s 40th Anniversary 
Mass last week representing St. Mary’s and our support of a 
truly remarkable organisation. Volunteers who have given 40 
years of service to St. Gemma’s Hospice were presented with 
gifts by Bishop Marcus and Kerry Jackson, Chief Executive of 
St. Gemma’s. It was both an honour and privilege to have been 
invited.  
 
Good Shepherd 
St. Mary’s Faith in Action Group presented Bishop Marcus with 
our cheque for Catholic Care. We received, as did all the 
schools, a beautiful cross handmade by the children from Our 
Lady of Lourdes and St. Patrick’s Catholic Primary Schools, 
Huddersfield inscribed “The Lord is my Shepherd” Psalm 23. 
The cross is now proudly displayed in our chapel. 
 

 
Confirmations 
We continue to pray for all those being confirmed from our community and across the Diocese. May 
they be filled with and inspired by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Year 13 Leavers’ Mass of Celebration and Thanksgiving 
We welcome Year 13 students and their families to the Leavers’ Mass to celebrate school life and 
their achievements on Thursday at 7.00 pm.  
 
Year 13 Leavers’ Celebration Assembly 
Students will also take part in an assembly on Friday morning, celebrating their achievements during 
their time with us.   
 
Lourdes Pilgrimage 2018 
Parents are reminded that the balance for the Lourdes Pilgrimage was due on 18 May.  All 
outstanding amounts should now be paid via the ParentPay system as soon as possible. 



 
 

 

 
UK Junior Maths Challenge Results 
St. Mary’s participates in Maths Challenges 
throughout the academic year, with the most recent 
being the UK Junior Maths Challenge. This was 
taken by Set 1 within Years 7 and 8 and includes 
challenging maths problems from across the 
subject. We celebrate the achievement of 49 pupils, 
all of whom will receive certificates for their 
achievement in this nationwide challenge. In 
addition, 5 pupils excelled and have qualified for the 
UK Junior Kangaroo challenge. These are: Year 8: 
Elliott Wood (who also achieved the best score 
from St. Mary’s) Niamh Watt and Alex Rudd. Year 7 
Katie Newman and Ruby Grant. 

 Many congratulations and we wish them luck in the next round of competition! 
 

Fundraising for The Alzheimer’s Society 
As part of their growth mindset challenge, Mrs Benson and Miss Parlby 
will be cycling to Paris in May half term. They will cycle about 250 miles 
over four days to raise money for the Alzheimer's society. Please follow 
the link to their justgiving page for further details and information on how 
to give https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/delondresaparis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Open Day: Saturday 6 October 
We look forward to welcoming pupils, parents, friends and families to our Open Day each year. The 
Open Day gives the St. Mary’s school community the opportunity to showcase many areas of activity, 
inside the classroom, in extra-curricular activities and in the wider community. School is open to 
visitors between 11am and 2pm. 
 
The day includes Information Sessions for prospective Year 7 students and their parents. The 
sessions will take place at 11.30am and 1:00pm in our Main Hall. 

Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/delondresaparis
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news


 
 

 

Student News  
Congratulations to Year 7 student Billy Ayre who at the end of the 2017-2018 football season, has 
been named as top goal scorer in the Harrogate District Under 12’s League.  Well done Billy. 

 
 
Congratulations to Amelia Kiwomya, Year 8 student for receiving ‘Most 
Improved Player’ at our local Shipley Netball Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spanish and Football Trip 
During the half term week, students studying Spanish and Year 9 Football students are taking part in 
a joint visit to Madrid, encompassing sport and modern foreign languages.  They are visiting a number 
of venues and are a guest team at a number of football fixtures, they are also taking part in a 
coaching session at Ciudad Deportiva Real Madrid.  The Spanish group are taking part in a Spanish 
cooking class, visiting the Prado Museum and Palacio Real, the official residence of the Spanish royal 
family.  
 
MENSTON CROWN GREEN BOWLING CLUB 

 
Menston Crown Green Bowling Club are looking for young members to join their club. Why not go 
along to Kirklands and have a go at Crown Green Bowling, it is suitable for anyone over 9 years old. 
There will be social & league bowling arranged throughout the summer with club bowls available for 
use. For further information please contact: Peter Hammond, Club Secretary on 01943 863417. 
 
Half-term Holiday 
School will be closed for the week commencing Monday 28 May. School will re-open on Monday 4 
June.  For your information, the last day of summer term for students is Friday 20 July when we will 
finish at 1.00pm. 
 
I wish students and their families a peaceful half-term break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

  
Mr D Beardsley  
Headteacher 


