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Dear Parents         11 June 2019 
General Letter No 34 
 
 
Intentions: Diocese of Leeds Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2019 
The youth section of our Pilgrimage will depart Leeds on Thursday 4 
July.  The pastoral theme this year is “Happy are the Poor”.   
Throughout the week our prayers will be with and for the whole school 
community of St. Mary’s.  If you have any prayers and intentions that 
you would like to be prayed during our Grotto Vigil or posted privately 
(please indicate which) please send them for the attention of Mrs 
Findlay by Monday 1 July. 
 
KS3 Awards Ceremony 
We are very much looking forward to the Awards ceremony tonight at 7.00pm when we celebrate the 
progress and achievements of our pupils at the end of this Key Stage with the whole of Year 8 and 
their families. 
 
Please see below further information from Miss Hattersley, Deputy Headteacher:  
New badged school skirt  
“I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the parents/carers who responded to my recent letter 
dated 24 May 2019 regarding the new badged school skirt. The parent focus meeting on 4 June 
provided a really useful forum in which to discuss the skirt and consider the new initiative from a 
parental perspective. Thank you especially to those parents who gave of their time on that evening. 
The parental views received on that evening, and received via email, have been discussed in detail. 
Following this discussion, we have gathered the views of a number of pupils from across our different 
year groups. In terms of style, the pupil consensus is that the drop waist black pleated skirt is 
preferred.  
  
Taking into consideration the different views expressed by our stakeholders, we have decided to 
adopt a phased implementation of the new badged school skirt. In 2019-2020, the school will expect 
all Year 7 pupils who have transitioned from primary school to be wearing the new uniformed badged 
school skirt alongside the badged blazer and tie and these should be purchased from one of our four 
school uniform suppliers. Our suppliers will attend the Year 6 parent information evening on 
Thursday 4 July. There will be samples of our uniform available to view. In 2019-2020, Years 8 to 11 
pupils may continue to wear their existing black tailored school skirt. By September 2020, the 
expectation will be that pupils from Years 7 to 11 will wear the new badged school skirt purchased 
from one of our four suppliers. Parents/carers purchasing a new school skirt for a pupil in Years 8 to 
11 from September 2019, may wish to move to a badged skirt in advance of 2020. “ 
  
Miss Hattersley thanks you once again for your continued support. 
 
Bambisanani Partnership to South Africa 
Fourteen students and three members of staff have travelled to South Africa to further develop the 
work of the Bambisanani Partnership.  During the stay our students will mentor South African students 
through the Bambisanani Leadership Award and will coach sport and teach other curriculum areas, 
culminating in a Sports Festival and Literacy Festival at Mnyakanya High School.  The St. Mary’s 
team will spend time working at the Zulufadder Orphanage and Ntolwane Primary School  
 
Visits to the Dlinza Forest Aerial Boardwalk, a cultural visit to Shakaland and the Hhlluhluwe Game 
Reserve are also planned.  We wish the group safe travels.    
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Tour de Yorkshire Baton Cycle 
On Wednesday St. Mary’s have been selected to take part in the official baton relay between many 
schools across Yorkshire. We will receive the baton from Tranmere Park School and we will be 
cycling the baton onto Rawdon Littlemoor School. 
 
Introduction to Philosophy  
On Tuesday 4 June Lauren Civil from the University of Leeds gave an Introduction to Philosophy for 
Year 12 students in general RE. Lauren is currently studying for an MA in Philosophy. She taught 
students the meaning of philosophy and why it is important. In addition to this Lauren gave advice to 
studying Philosophy post 16 and university life. The students gained a lot from the experience. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions 
Over a number of years, St. Mary’s has provided opportunities for students to obtain Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels.  Through the scheme, students develop skills 
and confidence recognised by employers, colleges and universities - the awards are also great fun. 
 

Our Silver Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expedition concluded yesterday.  25 Year 10 students took 
part in the three day expedition, walking from Bolton Bridge to Ilkley, Ilkley to Baildon and back to 
Menston.   
 

The second of our two day Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expeditions takes place over the 
coming weekend.  32 Year 9 students are walking in the vicinity of Herd Farm, Golden Acre Park and 
Otley Chevin.   
 
The Gold Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition takes place over four days in the Lake District in the 
last week of the summer term. 
 
Election of Senior Students 
Staff and Year 12 students voted this week for their Senior Students who will be leading a strong 
team of Student Managers and supporting the whole school community over the next year.   
Congratulations to the successful candidates: 
 
Head Boy:   Tom Allan  Head Girl:   Louisa Morris 
Deputy Head Boy:  Ciaran Hammond Deputy Head Girl:  May Gavin 
 
Attendance from September to the last half term 
The following percentage attendance was achieved last half term 
Year 7      96.2% Year 8     96.4% Year 9     95% 
Year 10    95.4% Year 11   94.2%  

 
Sports Day at John Charles Centre for Sport, Monday 15 July: advance notice 
Our annual Athletics Sports Day at the John Charles Centre for Sport is a real highlight of the school 
year, where students in Years 7-9 have the opportunity to participate at a high quality venue.  The 
occasion is a wonderful celebration of sport, incorporating both inclusion and excellence, with school 
records broken every year. The event is however quite expensive and we are again asking for a 
voluntary contribution of £6.00 per student to cover transport cost, payable via the ParentPay system.  
Detailed information about arrangements for the day have already been sent out electronically to 
parents via email.  Please return the consent slip at the bottom of the letter via Form Tutors.  As ever, 
parents are very welcome to attend our Sports Day and we look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible this year.   
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Information from the Diocese: notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary to the Bishop of Leeds 
sent to Parishes of the Diocese https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-
information   News items are also available on the Diocese website: 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/. 
 
Holidays 
Following the announcement on Saturday that the date of next year’s early May bank holiday is to 
move to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day on the day itself, it is highly likely that school will be 
open on Monday 4 May and closed on Friday 8 May: please bear this in mind when booking 
weekends away in May 2020.  We will confirm the date as soon as we have official notification from 
the DfE.  
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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