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Dear Parents                                         13 June 2018 
 
General Letter No 34 
 
Diocese of Leeds Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2018 
The youth section of our Pilgrimage will depart Leeds on 
Thursday 5 July.  The pastoral theme this year is “Do whatever 
He tells you”; Our Lady’s words to the servants at the wedding 
feast at Cana.  Throughout the week our prayers will be with and 
for the whole school community of St. Mary’s.  If you have any 
prayers and intentions that you would like to be prayed during our 
Grotto Vigil or posted privately (please indicate which) please 
send them for the attention of Mrs Findlay by Tuesday 3 July. 
 
KS3 Awards Ceremony 
We very much enjoyed the Awards ceremony last evening when we welcomed students, families and 
our Guest Speaker Lucy Hester from the BBC.  Lucy Hester spoke about her career and encouraged 
students to strive for what they want for their own future pathway.  This was a great celebration of 
progress and achievements of our pupils at the end of this Key Stage. 
 

Bambisanani Partnership to South Africa 
Sixteen students and three members of staff will this week travel to South Africa to further develop the 
work of the Bambisanani Partnership.  During the stay our students will mentor South African students 
through the Bambisanani Leadership Award and will coach sport and teach other curriculum areas, 
culminating in a Sports Festival and Literacy Festival at Mnyakanya High School.  The St. Mary’s 
team will spend time working at the Zulufadder Orphanage and Ntolwane Primary School and will also 
meet up with a group of students from Leeds Trinity University who are visiting Mnyakanya at the 
same time.    
 
Visits to the Dlinza Forest Aerial Boardwalk, a cultural visit to Shakaland and the Hhlluhluwe Game 
Reserve are also planned.  We wish the group safe travels.    
 

Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions 
Over a number of years, St. Mary’s has provided opportunities for students to obtain Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels.  Through the scheme, students develop skills 
and confidence recognised by employers, colleges and universities - the awards are also great fun. 
 

Our Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition concluded yesterday.  34 Year 10 students have 
taken part in the three day expedition, walking from Menston to Ilkley to Bramhope and back to 
Menston.  The Silver Qualifying Expedition takes place at the beginning of July. 
 

Our two day Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition takes place over the coming weekend.  
35 Year 9 students are walking in the local area. The Bronze Qualifying Expedition takes place the 
following weekend. 
 

The Gold Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition takes place over four days in the Lake District in the 
last week of the summer term. 
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The Share Foundation 
The Share Foundation is a registered charity which operates two major schemes on behalf of the 
Department of Education in order to improve the life skills and financial resources of Looked-After 
Children, one of these schemes is Child Trust Funds. These Funds were put in place for children born 
between 1 September 2002 and 2 January 2011 although six million were set up approximately one 
million are lost to the young person to whom they belong. Please follow the link below for further 
information. 
www.shares4schools.co.uk/useful-resources/find-ctf 
 
Election of Senior Students 
Staff and Year 12 students voted this week for their Senior Students who will be leading a strong 
team of Student Managers and supporting the whole school community over the next year.   
Congratulations to the successful candidates: 
Head Girl   Libby Woffenden 
Deputy Head Girl Lily Humphreys 
Head Boy  Ben Clarke 
Deputy Head Boy Nicholas Brinkworth 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Key Stage 3 Production 
We are looking forward to the production of Our Day Out on 
Wednesday 4 July at 7.00pm, tickets are £5 for adults and £4 for 
concessions. They are on sale at Pupil Reception during 
lunchtimes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

External Examinations 
The examination process for Years 11 and 13 is running smoothly and we are very pleased with the 
conduct and commitment of our students. Can we please remind parents of Year 11 students of the 
personalised revision timetables which are in place. Absence will be authorised if a student is ill, and 
those students allocated Home Study on their timetables will be authorised to leave school. If, for any 
reason, a Year 11 student needs to leave school they must follow the normal signing out procedure. 
 

Sports Day at John Charles Centre for Sport, Monday 16 July: advance notice 
Our annual Athletics Sports Day at the John Charles Centre for Sport is a real highlight of the school 
year, where students in Years 7-9 have the opportunity to participate at a high quality venue.  The 
occasion is a wonderful celebration of sport, incorporating both inclusion and excellence, with school 
records broken every year. The event is however quite expensive and this year we are asking for a 
voluntary contribution of £6.00 per student to cover transport cost, payable via the ParentPay system.  
Detailed information about arrangements for the day have already been sent out to parents via email.  
Please return the consent slip at the bottom of the letter via Form Tutors.  As ever, parents are very 
welcome to attend our Sports Day and we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible this 
year.   
 

http://www.shares4schools.co.uk/useful-resources/find-ctf
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Martin Green Memorial Golf Tournament 3 June 
Sunday saw the fourth staging of the Martin Green Memorial golf tournament. Twenty two staff, 
former staff, friends and family of our late colleague Martin Green toiled through a sweltering hot 
day at East Morton Golf course. The overall competition was won by Dave Brunswick, second place 
Dave Geldart and third place went to Giles Wilkes. 
 

As well as remembering our late colleague, the event raised £500 for cancer research 
 

Many thanks go to Mr Smickersgill for organising the event and Mrs Chattoe for organising the putting 
competition. If any pupil, parent or ex pupil would like to take part in next year's event to remember 
our much missed friend and colleague, please contact Mr Smickersgill at school.  
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news 
 

Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 

https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news

