
 

 

 
Dear Parents                           17 June 2014 
 
General Letter No 34 
 

 
 
Key Stage 3 Awards Evening 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming Year 8 pupils and their families to the Awards ceremony 
this evening at 7.00pm, when we will be celebrating the progress and achievements of our pupils at the end 
of this Key Stage. 
 
Bambisanani Partnership Visit to South Africa 
Sawabona 

 “I have encountered a wave of experiences which have genuinely refined my global perspective. 
Some of the people I have worked with have inspired me to open my mind and be courageous to 
achieve something extraordinary. I have had an education in life which is priceless; it will be 
pivotal for the rest of my life.”  Kavi Appuhamy 

 “This has been the best experience of my life. I have never learned so much in such a short time. 
It has made me think about things that are important and things that are not important – 
sometimes we get our priorities wrong. I would like to return to South Africa”  Charlie Walker 

 
Fourteen students and three members of staff will this week travel to South Africa to further develop 
the work of the Bambisanani Partnership.  During the stay our students will mentor South African 
students through the Bambisanani Leadership Award. Our students will also coach sport and teach 
other curriculum areas. Towards the end of the visit students from St. Mary’s and Mnyakanya School 
will be responsible for planning and delivering community Sports and Reading Festivals for local 
primary school children. The St. Mary’s team will also spend time working at the Zulufadder 
Orphanage. 

 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Wednesday 2 July at 6pm 
Tickets for the Key Stage 3 Production of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory are still available from Pupil 
Reception at lunchtimes, parents wishing to send cheques should make these payable to St. Mary’s 
Menston along with requirements for adult and child ticket numbers. Tickets are priced at £3.00 for adults 
and £2.00 for children (under 11’s). 



 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Students working towards the Bronze award will participate in a qualifying session this Friday and 
Saturday in the Wharfe Valley, supported by three members of staff. 
 
Sports News  

 Congratulations are extended to Jack Wood 8G and Jack Hamilton 8F who have both been selected 
for the Under 13 North Leeds School Boys Rugby League Squad. 

 Congratulations also to Grace Burns 9G who recently competed in the British Schools Cycling 
Association time trials on behalf of St. Mary’s and Otley Cycle Club.  Grace clocked a time of 30.08 
minutes over a hilly 10 mile route, the fastest time on the day.  Well done!  

 
 
Congratulations to Lily Greenhalgh and Lucy Smith for winning the Year 8 Great War competition. 
Both students have won places on the Department for Education's Battlefield Tour Programme in 
September. Further congratulations to all of our students who submitted entries. All of the pieces 
demonstrated true creativity, research and sentiment about why it is so important that we remember 
the Great War. All pupils can access resources through the Learning Platform. Further information 
can be found at http://www.stmarysmenston.org/SchoolLife/humanities/Pages/The-First-World-
War.aspx 
 
The poem below was submitted by Poppy Roberts in 8F.  
 
The Poppy Fields 

In this very gloomy field, 
I sat on grass and kneeled.  
This ground was once covered in dead, 
Now it is growing with red. 

  
The brightness of the poppies shine, 
Reminding me of relatives of mine. 
Who fought in the First World War, 
It's making me think more and more. 

  
No time to hate, it's just too late. 
A 100 years have passed. 
We remember our dead with a poppy head, 
Let's make this peace forever last. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

 
Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers  
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