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Dear Parents         18 June 2019 
General Letter No 35 
 
Section 48 Inspection 
Please find attached a letter regarding a Section 48 Inspection by the Diocese of Leeds to take place 
this Thursday and Friday. 
 
Lourdes preparation: 
On Thursday the Lourdes group will attend a presentation given 
by the Diocesan Youth Service, which will take place in the 
Chapel.  After a short break, they will have the opportunity to 
familiarise themselves with the use of a wheelchair, so that they 
can safely accommodate the needs of their pilgrim whilst in 
Lourdes.   
 
Lourdes parents are invited to join the group and members of 
staff at 5.00 pm for afternoon tea, a short presentation and a Q&A 
opportunity. 
 
Please send into school any prayers and intentions that you may 
have, so that we can read them at the Grotto or privately post 
them. 
 
Refugee Week: A Prayer for Refugees 
This week is refugee week: this is a time for us all to reflect on the plight of 
people who have been forced, by circumstances beyond their control, to leave 
their homes and families.  It will be a focus for Acts of Worship this week in 
school where we will be saying the following prayer together. 

 

Almighty and merciful God, 

whose Son became a refugee 
and had no place to call his own; 

look with mercy on those who today 
are fleeing from danger, 

are homeless and hungry. 
 

Bless those who accompany them and 
Inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts. 

 
Guide the nations of the world 

towards that day when all will rejoice 
in your kingdom of Justice and Peace 

 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen 
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KS3 Awards Ceremony 
We held our KS3 Awards Ceremony on Tuesday 11 June and were delighted to welcome Mrs Clare 
Quinn as the Guest Speaker.  Clare set up her first business aged just 13 - running dancing lessons 
for her friends. Less than 10 years later she launched Companion Stair Lifts, a company providing 
daily living aids, with the hope that her passion for excellence would help her take on the industry’s 
big hitters.  Fast forward 16 years and she has done exactly that! After a hugely successful 
partnership with Age UK (contributing over £10 million) and a merger with the global Handicare 
Group, Clare is now Executive Commercial Director UK, Europe and the Far East, responsible for 
stair lift sales worth over £135 million!  Clare kindly awarded the following special prizes and 
certificates on the evening:   
Subject Awards 
Subject Achievement Progress 

Art and Design Rory Ritson Matthew Haigh 
Drama Grace Scott Martha Marijoram 
English Joseph Brooks Harry Price 
Food Technology Oliver Costello Alessia Spinks 
French Noah Spenceley Rosa Richard 
Geography Charlotte Rawstron Luis Shipley 
German Niamh Walsh Lewis Taverner 
History Elizabeth Bowyer Grace Casey 
ICT Sophie Hansborough Damir Douski 
Maths William Miller Anna Maria Coverdale 
Music Malachy Cullen Henry Kent 
PE Boys Raphael Vanmarcke Joseph Meadows 
PE Girls Esme Astbury Lily Durkan 
Product Design Juliette Bentley Edward Connor 
RE Matthew Haigh Sophia Dinsdale 
Science Stephen Onajobi Axel Wlodarski 
Spanish Ruby Grant Zara McDonell 
Textiles Tess Yeardley Evangeline King 

Tutor Awards 
Clitherow Amelie Burch Sean Billington 
Dickenson Freddie Falkingham Rebecca Stout 
Fisher Conor Smith Poppy Phillips 
Gwyn Trinda Pryal Ben Earley 
More Genevieve Thompson Stephen Onajobi 
Postgate Evangeline King Daniel Wood 
Wharton Carys Delahay Samuel Ince 

 
Special Awards 
Attendance Shield Winners  
Gwyn 
100% Attendance in Year 7 and 8  
Sean Billington, Finntan Myatt, Annabel Down, Charlotte Smith, Isobelle Manson 
100% Attendance in Year 8 
Sean Billington, Finntan Myatt, Oliver Button, Jairo Sanchez Castro, Carys Delahay, Charlotte Smith, 
Annabel Down, Lewis Taverner, Matthew Haigh, Niamh Thackray, Olivia Langley, Kian Throp, 
Isobelle Manson, Matthew Toulmin, William Miller 
Conduct Cup  
Postgate 
Progress Stamps  
Anna Maria Coverdale, Chloe Armstrong, Evangeline King, Isaias Sanchez Castro, Charlotte 
Rawstron, Sophie Hansborough, Aimee Brierley, Juliette Bentley, Jairo Sanchez Castro, Zara 
McDonell. 
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Outdoor Challenge Award 
Matthew Toulmin For never giving up 
Caleb Bradley For having a go at every activity 
Dylan Thomas For helping others on expedition 
Charlie Hodgson- Wood For helping others on expedition 
Oscar Thorning For being a team player 
Charlotte Olabanji-Valentine For having a positive attitude the whole week 

Chaplaincy Award  
Andrew Diamond – Since joining St. Mary’s, Andrew has demonstrated a quiet reverence and 
devotion to his faith.  He has gone on to be one of the founder members of the Faith in Action group 
and is always happy to volunteer himself for all aspects of spiritual life and be in the service of his 
peers.  He is an active member of his parish. 
Pastoral and Governor’s Award – Oliver Parrish 
Music on the evening was provided by Yuri Marijewko, 8F. 
 
I would like to congratulate all students for 
the success achieved and celebrated during 
the awards evening. The range of awards 
taking into account academic achievement 
and progress, sport and artistic 
commendations, along with contributions to 
the school and local community, 
demonstrate the broad spectrum of 
achievements for the year group.  We have 
high hopes for this excellent group 
of students and I am confident that the 
celebration lays the foundation for further 
success. 
 
RE Presentation 
On Wednesday 12 June Angela Deevy from the Aid to the Church in Need spoke to Year 12 students 
in General RE about the global issue of Christian persecution. Students learnt how the charity funds 
over 5,000 projects in more than 140 countries around the world, helping to support the Church in its 
mission of bringing hope and solidarity to millions of people. The students really enjoyed learning 
about the work of this important charity and discussing the consequences of persecution in the world. 
 
Exams 
The public exam season for Y11 and Y13 is now drawing to a close.  The final A level exam is Further 
Maths on Thursday this week, while Polish is the final GCSE on Wednesday.  After months of 
preparation and hard work our Y11 and Y13 students can take a well-earned break. 
 
Meanwhile pre-public exams (PPEs) are taking place in school for Year 10 this week (where they are 
happening in classrooms) and for Year 12, finishing next Wednesday.  These exams are taking pace 
in the library.  We hope this opportunity will give students a good idea of what to expect next year. 
 
Year 9 Soli Retreat 
A group of Year 9 students will go on retreat to the Soli Centre from Wednesday to Friday this week. 
The retreat enables our young people to explore and share their faith in a place where they can 
journey alongside the team, learning about themselves, the world, but most importantly their 
relationship with God. A good time should be had by all.  
 
The Leeds Discovery Centre 
Students studying Art in Year 10 will visit The Leeds Discovery Centre on Friday 21 June. This will be 
a valuable experience for our students who will be expected to sketch and take photographs 
throughout the day which will give them a deeper understanding of the artefacts which will be viewed.  
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Consideration to Parking at drop-off/pick up times 
For the safety of our students, we ask that you use the designated bays in school to drop-off in the 
morning and pick up in the afternoon. We also ask that you are especially aware of the crossing and 
pay heed to any directions given by members of staff for the safety of our children.  
 

Please be considerate to our neighbours, particularly on the High Royds estate and Moorland 
Crescent areas.  Please be aware that it is illegal to park on the double yellow lines in the entrance to 
High Royds.  Unfortunately, as the school has grown in capacity, we have not been able to expand 
our car parking facilities to match and, as a result, we do rely on our parents to park sensibly and 
considerately in the local area. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
To encourage reading for pleasure and to promote literacy, we are having a Scholastic Book Fair in 
school from the Monday 1 July to Friday 5 July 2019. All books are reasonably priced, and the school 
gets a percentage of free books for the library from the sales. Students are able to come and browse 
and buy books during lunch time and after school and Years 7 and 8 will be able to browse the books 
in their English lesson that week. Please encourage your child to come along and take a look at the 
wide range of books on offer. The Book fair is a great way for us to promote reading for pleasure. 
Thank you for your support and if you would like any more information please contact the Learning 
Resource Centre Manager, Mrs Hall. 
 

Sports Day at John Charles Centre for Sport, Monday 15 July: advance notice  
Our annual Athletics Sports Day at the John Charles Centre for Sport is a real highlight of the school 
year, where students in Years 7-9 have the opportunity to participate at a high quality venue.  The 
occasion is a wonderful celebration of sport, incorporating both inclusion and excellence, with school 
records broken every year. The event is however quite expensive and we are again asking for a 
voluntary contribution of £6.00 per student to cover transport cost, payable via the ParentPay system.  
Detailed information about arrangements for the day have already been sent out electronically to 
parents via email.  Please return the consent slip at the bottom of the letter via Form Tutors.  As ever, 
parents are very welcome to attend our Sports Day and we look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible this year.  Paper copies of the letter to parents are available from the PE Office.   
 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
Parents of those students in the performance have received a letter 
giving information about purchase of tickets.  There will be a further 
opportunity to buy tickets, priced at £5.00 for Adults and £4 for 
concessions from Pupil Reception next week. 
 

Information from the Diocese: notices from Father Habron, Private 
Secretary to the Bishop of Leeds sent to Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-
information   News items are also available on the Diocese website: 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/. 
 
Holidays 
It is confirmed that next year’s early May bank holiday has moved from 
Monday 4 May to Friday 8 May to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day 
on the day itself. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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