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Dear Parents                             5 July 2016 
 
General Letter No 36 
 

International Week: The Olympics in Rio 
St Mary’s is continuing its work in the global dimension this week with International Week. This year the 
chosen theme is ‘The Olympics in Rio’.  Curriculum lessons revolve around this theme with highlights 
including Olympic events over time, language taster lessons, the diet of an Olympian and an Olympic 
mathematical mystery. 
 
Morning assembly will promote the school’s international visits and discuss the ways in which St Mary’s 
pupils can become global citizens.  Among the various ‘international’ events taking place this week are 
international themed meals served at lunchtimes in the Dining Hall. 
 
St. Mary's, Menston and Mnyakanya Celebrate 10 Years of Partnership 
15 June saw a group of fourteen St. Mary's students visit the 
Kwa Zulu Natal region of South Africa as part of 
the Bambisanani Partnership.  It was an even more special visit 
this year as the partnership, founded by former Assistant 
Headteacher Mr David Geldart, celebrated its tenth year. Pupils 
from St. Mary's delivered a leadership programme to thirty 
South African learners, culminating in a Sport and Reading 
Festival attended by 90 primary school students. The pupils 
involved were superb representatives of the school and we are 
very proud of them. For a detailed day by day account of the trip 
please look at Miss Jackson’s blog from the visit 
https://bambisananiblog.wordpress.com/  For more details about 
the Bambisanani Partnership please look at our website 
http://www.bambisananipartnership.org/  
 
Year 7 and 9 Award Assemblies 
This Wednesday, students in Year 7 and 9 will celebrate their many achievements over the school year, in 
special assemblies. Awards will be presented for achievements at school and recognition given to service 
in the community. 
 
Non-Uniform Day for World Youth Day and Bambisanani 
Thank you for your support for our non-uniform day last Wednesday. The total raised so far is 
£618.00. this will be shared between World Youth Day, where 4 students are attending to represent 
the school and our Bambisanani Partnership. 
 
Transition 
Our transition visits programme continues this week and next, with Year 6 pupils visiting on Thursday 
and next Friday. Parents and Year 6 pupils are invited on Thursday to an evening in preparation for 
starting at St. Mary’s in September.  This provides a very useful forum for information sharing and 
opportunity for students to meet their form tutors and form groups. 
 
Lourdes Pilgrimage 
The Lourdes group have been keeping in touch with school and are experiencing a successful and 
fulfilling week.  They return to school on Friday.  
 

https://bambisananiblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.bambisananipartnership.org/
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World Challenge 
26 pupils and 4 staff embark on Thursday to Nepal on a four week World Challenge expedition. Split 
into two teams, they will undertake a two week trek around Annapurna, the 10th highest mountain in 
the world. They will also spend a week at a primary school, helping with maintenance work in a 
community deeply affected by last year's earthquake. There will be lots of opportunities to share in the 
culture of local people. Finally the groups will explore locations such as Buddhist temples, animal 
sanctuaries and the Chitwan National park.  
 
Diocese of Leeds Pilgrimage and Mass for the Year of Mercy 
The Mass for the Year of Mercy will take place at Ripon Cathedral on Saturday 8 October 
commencing at 11.00am, please click on this link for further information 

https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Ripon-Poster-Final.pdf 
 
Sports Day 
Sports Day will take place for Years 7 – 9 on Tuesday 19 July.  We are very grateful for the voluntary 
payments received from parents so far, as we need to cover the cost of the event.  Contributions from 
parents can be made via the ParentPay system.  Signed consents should be returned to Form Tutors 
by Wednesday 13 July. 
 
Armed Forces Day 
Last Friday, students from Year 7 to Year 12 celebrated Armed Forces Day in school.  Cadets from 
the Army, Air and Sea Cadets all attended school in uniform, delivering presentations to students and 
demonstrating some of their drills at lunch time, open to staff and students to join in or simply watch. 
The students had a brilliant day and did a great job of spreading awareness about Armed Forces Day. 
 
St. Mary’s Commemorate Somme 100 
Throughout July, students in year 8 have been learning about the importance of the Battle of the 
Somme in our recent history. As part of this, all Year 8 students took part in a commemorative 
assembly where Mr Davies spoke about the impact that the battle had on his own family. On the 1st 
July the 100th year anniversary, our whole school community were shown a short film 
http://www.mindsetcomms.co.uk/portfolios/battle-of-the-somme/ released by the Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport on the Somme 100 years on. All staff and students also took part in a 2 
minute silence. 
 
Year 8 student, Daniel Cullen played a significant role in the Otley commemorations led by Father 
Lawrie Hulme, by playing the Last Post and Reveille. When asked about the importance of the event, 
Daniel said that he was ‘humbled to unite everybody in one commemoration of the service of great 
men’.  
 
Year 8 are still invited to enter the Humanities Somme 100 Competition encouraging them to research 
their own family or local links to WW1, all entries to be entered by Wednesday 20 July.  
 
Text Books and Equipment 
Please can all students, who have finished their courses, return any text books or equipment which 
belongs to St. Mary’s School to Pupil Reception before the end of term. 
 
Lost Property 
A large number of items remain unclaimed in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items 
should go to Pupil Reception, on a Wednesday lunchtime until the end of term, where they will be 
able to check in the lost property room for their belongings.  Any items left at the end of the school 
term will be taken to local charity shops. 
 
Breeze on Tour 
A leaflet has been handed out to students regarding Breeze on Tour: free summer fun for under 19s. 
 

https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Ripon-Poster-Final.pdf
http://www.mindsetcomms.co.uk/portfolios/battle-of-the-somme/
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Vacancy: Teaching Assistant 
A vacancy is available for a Teaching Assistant, available from September 2016.  The post is 30 
hours per week, 28 hours as a Teaching Assistant plus 2 hours faculty administration outside of the 
school day.  Salary paid on the A1-B1 NJC Scale, actual salary is £9,866 - £11,928 per annum.  
Closing date for applications to Trish Devine-Barber is Monday 18 July 2016, 12.00 noon.  Interviews 
will be held the same week.  Further details including an application form are available from the 
school website in the Vacancies section. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
  
 


