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Dear Parents         25 June 2019 
General Letter No 36 
 
Joe Palumbo – a much loved and valued student                                     
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the loss of Joe, one of our Year 
13 students, who died shortly have being taken ill on Wednesday 19 June. 
 
Joe was an outstanding student with ambitions of becoming a journalist. He 
had a quiet disposition, yet was extremely self-assured, with an ability to 
articulate his views passionately and with conviction. In his own 
unassuming way, Joe studied for his A levels diligently. His teachers held 
him in extremely high regard, noting his talent for descriptive writing and 
ability to convey information in an imaginative and engaging way.  
 
In Year 12 Joe attended work experience at Drystone Radio. The station director explained that Joe 
had a bright future working in media and journalism and his skills and talents led to him being given 
the responsibility of producing the morning radio show at the end of the week. Joe’s success at 
Drystone meant that he was subsequently welcomed to return and work with the team. 
 
Joe’s caring and considerate disposition meant that he had a fantastic group of close friends, but he 
was also friends with and admired by all in his year group. 
 
Our ongoing prayers are for and with Joe’s family. Mass has been said for Joe in school and a book 
for ‘thoughts and reflection of Joe’ is open and available to all. 
 

We remember, Lord, the slenderness of the thread which separates life from death, and the 
suddenness with which it can be broken. Help us also to remember that on both sides of that division 
we are surrounded by your love. Persuade our hearts that when our dear ones die neither we nor they 

are parted from you. In you may we find our peace and in you be united with them in the glorious 
body of Christ, who has burst the bonds of death and is alive for evermore, our saviour and theirs for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Feast of SS. Peter and Paul 
On Friday 28 June SS Peter & Paul Primary school will be celebrating their patronal Feast Day with 
outside Mass on their fields followed by Adoration in the Church of SS Peter & Paul. Three Faith in 
Action pupils will represent St. Mary’s and join with our feeder Primary school in this great celebration 
of two of the Church’s formative Saints. 
 
Fr Tom O’Connor’s Diamond Jubilee 
On Sunday 23 June there was celebration of Holy Mass at the Church of Our Lady & All Saints, Otley 
to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Fr. Tom O’Connor’s ordination to the Priesthood. It was a 
wonderful occasion attended by family, friends, parishioners and fellow priest who had travelled from 
far and wide. St. Mary’s would like to congratulate Fr. Tom and thank him for his generosity, devotion 
and service to the school over years and generations.  
 
Lourdes Preparation 
The pre-departure Mass takes place at Corpus Christi Catholic College, Leeds on Wednesday 26 
June. Last week students took part in practice wheel-chair activities and were then joined by their 
families for afternoon tea and an information Q and A session.  Please send in any intentions for the 
attention of Mrs Findlay and indicate if you would like them reading out at our Grotto Vigil or posting 
privately. 
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Visit to Leeds Grand Mosque 
Year 7 students will visit Leeds Grand Mosque, Headingley on Wednesday 26 June as part of their 
Religious Education studies.  
 
Transition Information  
Year 6 students will be visiting St. Mary’s for transition events as follows: Tuesday 2 July - St. 
Joseph’s Otley, St. Peter & Paul and St. Joseph’s Pudsey Wednesday 3 July – Year 6 students from 
our non-feeder schools Thursday 4 July – Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Horsforth.  
 
Year 6 Parent/Pupil information evening takes place on Thursday 4 July to arrive at 6.45pm for 
7.00pm. 
 
Appointment Cards 
There are a number of pupils who have unauthorised marks due to medical appointment information 
not being provided. Can you please ensure you send any appointment cards or letters to enable your 
child's attendance to be updated. 
 
Bambisanani Partnership 
 
Staff and students arrived safely back from the annual Bambisanani 
Partnership visit to South Africa. The students were exemplary. They 
were true representatives of what the partnership is all about. We hope 
they continue to be excellent role models and look back on the work 
they have done with pride. 
 
 
 

 
Year 9 Retreat: Strong Towers 
Mr Harvey, Mr Keefe and Mrs Harrison accompanied the Year 9 student on Retreat last week.  Mr 
Harvey writes:  
“What a pleasure it was to have been able to take part in last week's Retreat to Soli Youth Centre, 
Staffordshire with the second group of Year 9 students. Mrs Findlay accompanied the first group with 
Mr Dennett, Miss Marsh and Mr Bowes and had highly recommended the experience.  Mr Dennett, 
Miss Marsh and Mr Bowes also spoke highly of the staff, the activities and the location. The first 
group, who went out in May were a credit to the school, participating fully, behaving impeccably and 
benefiting enormously from the packed programme of events. 
 
Alton Towers was, as ever, unforgettable. From the face-down thrills of Galactica, the heart-stopping 
plunge of Oblivion and re-naming Smiler to Screamer the trip kicked-off in thrilling style but how would 
it compare to the real test and meaning of a faith journey? 
 
The Soli team were amazing; warm, welcoming and unfailingly enthusiastic. Their sessions were fun, 
interactive and full of meaning, allowing all students to contribute and learn from others.  Outdoor 
activities included Zorb Football (let's call it a draw Mr Keefe...), crate climbing and a nice walk in the 
country, giving the group plenty of time to enjoy the local area despite the inclement weather. 



 

 
The week culminated in celebrating Mass together on Friday morning, keeping the theme of Strong 
Towers. All students participated whole-heartedly and the way that everyone worked in small teams 
resulted in a very pleasurable experience. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who took part and strongly recommend it to next year's Year 9. I would 
like to think that the new-found friendships will continue to make us stronger as a year group. It is vital 
to have time to reflect on our life of faith, growing both as individuals and part of a community and Soli 
provided the ideal opportunity.” 
 
Martin Green Commemorative Golf Tournament 
Sunday 23 June dawned fair for the 5th annual Martin Green Commemorative Golf tournament. 
Players of all abilities completed two circuits of the nine-hole course at Fardew. It was tremendous to 
see so many former St. Mary's teachers and friends enjoying the sport, but above all wanting to 
celebrate the life of our much missed colleague Martin Green.  It was great that Martin's parents, 
Morris and Jean were present and able to make presentations to the following trophy winners: 
Overall winner: Mr Thornton 
Runner up: Mr Chattoe 
Best Gross Score: Mr Thornton 
Nearest the Pin: Andy Doherty 
Longest drive: James Stocker 
Straightest drive: Dominic Manfredi 
Men's putting: Tom Hamill 
Women's putting: Mrs Chattoe 
 
All proceeds from the event go to Cancer Research UK. If you would be interested in participating in 
next year's event, please contact Mr Smickersgill at school. 
 
Sports Day at John Charles Centre for Sport, Monday 15 July: advance notice  
Thank you to those parents who have returned signed consent slips for Sports Day and to those who 
have made a voluntary contribution via ParentPay.  Letters have been emailed out to parents, 
however students may collect a paper copy of the letter from the PE Office should it be required.  
Your financial contribution towards this event is greatly appreciated. 
 
Student News 
Congratulations to Year 10 student Mollie Whitehead who was last 
week awarded the Leeds United U16s Players’ Player Award at the 
Leeds United Ladies Annual Awards Evening to commemorate the 
2018/19 season.   
 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
Tickets for this production are priced at £5 for adults and £4 for 
concessions and can be purchased from Pupil Reception. 
 

Information from the Diocese: notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary to the Bishop of Leeds 
sent to Parishes of the Diocese https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-
information   News items are also available on the Diocese website: 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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