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Dear Parents                                                                                                                       2 July 2015 
General Letter No 36 
 
50th Anniversary Mass 
The sun shone down on St. Mary’s as we gathered as 
a community to celebrate 50 years of Catholic 
Education on the Feast of the First Martyrs of the Holy 
Roman Church.  Bishop Marcus and 10 of his clergy, 
who serve and have served the school so faithfully 
over the years, celebrated Mass for a congregation 
comprising of 560 students from across Years 8 to 10, 
current staff, former staff, Headteachers from across 
the Diocese, Governors, Diocesan representatives, 
Councillors and friends of the school. Year 7 students 
formed a very proud Guard of Honour which lined the 
processional route from the Chapel to the Sports Hall 
where Mass was held. Year 7 then participated in the 
Mass through a live link. Four lit lanterns were placed 
in front of the altar to represent Year 7, present staff 
and students, former staff and students and staff and 
students who now live in peace with Christ.  Mass then 
began with the blessing of the new Presidential Chair.  
In the Post Communion Reflection Mrs Gerry Sayers 
reflected upon her 24 years of service here at St. 
Mary’s and the vision of Mr Dalton, first Headteacher 
at St Mary’s, Menston, for this excellent establishment.  She concluded by congratulating the school 
on attaining an Outstanding Ofsted grade.  In his address, Mr Beardsley realised the responsibility of 
all current staff to maintain and further those excellent standards. At the close of the Mass, Bishop 
Marcus gave us a new standard: he said we are exceptional. 
 
The morning was truly exceptional and our thanks are extended to all those who so readily 
contributed and gave of their time. The reverence shown by our students throughout the Mass was 
impeccable. Staff baked 941 cupcakes and decorated them in school colours: these were enjoyed 
during an extended break by all students, staff and visitors. 
 
As a school we are proud and honoured to have Bishop Marcus visit us. The preparation and success 
of the visit was testament to the efforts and generous spirit of the whole school community. 
 
Presidential Chair 
Mr Craig Teague, parent and bespoke joiner, was commissioned to design and make the chair which 
was blessed during our Mass. The engraved design on the back upright is a culmination of design 
ideas submitted by: Lewis Thompson 9G, Freya Gustafson 10C, Callum Cummings 9G, Will Dooley 
9C, Myles Etienne 9C and Caitlin Hall 7P 
 
50th Anniversary Sports Events for St. Mary’s Past Students 
St. Mary’s past students, staff, parents and friends of the school will celebrate the school’s 50th 
Anniversary on Saturday 4 July with a celebratory Sports event.  This will include 6-a-side Football 
and Netball Competition and a Multi-Sport Skills Challenge.  Tours of the school will also be available 
for visitors. 
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Flour Babies – Key Stage 3 Production 
Last evening’s production of Flour Babies was excellent.  The performnces of our students from Years 
7 and 8 were confident and professional: we look forward to them developing their talents and 
participating in future drama productions. 
 
Diocese of Leeds Pilgrimage – Youth Section 
The theme of this 77th Pilgrimage is the ‘Joy of Mission’ and it has become our initial mission to get to 
Lourdes despite strikes and closure.  42 Year 10 and Year 12 St Mary’s students and 6 staff will 
depart one day later than scheduled, flying from Robin Hood Airport, Doncaster to Tarbes, Lourdes 
along with two other schools. We will return by coach as originally planned. The delay has made us 
more eager to be there and in the service of each other and others. We will be joined by Bishop 
Marcus who is leading the Pilgrimage. Please pray for us as we will pray for you. 
 
Bambisanani 
Saturday 27 June 2015 saw the return of fourteen Year 12 students from a ten day visit to Kwa Zulu 
Natal, South Africa. Throughout the trip, students enjoyed an array of experiences ranging from 
learning about African history and culture at Shakaland Visitor Centre and the Zulu historical museum, 
to visiting Hluhluwe Game Reserve and enjoying the spectacular countryside at the indigenous Dlinza 
Forest. 
 
Throughout the week, students and four members of staff delivered a Sports Leadership course to a 
passionate group of South African students from Mnyakanya High School. This culminated in 
Mnyakanya students planning and managing a fantastic sports festival for over 100 local primary 
school students.  The festival, watched by a number of local dignitaries and villagers was an 
outstanding success and the St. Mary’s Leaders were both proud and amazed at the confidence and 
progress displayed by their South African leaders 
 
The Ntolwane Primary School students were also treated to a reading festival.  All the books used 
were donated, for which they were extremely grateful.  Reading, colouring, singing and dancing lifted 
the spirits at the local orphanage; Zulufadder. 
 
The trip has made a significant impact on St. Mary’s students:  “I have made friends with people I 
never thought I would - African and English alike. I knew this trip would change me but I could never 
have guessed how much, from having new Zulu style dance moves, to having more confidence in 
myself being with unknown people and being in a completely new environment. I have grown from 
being in this country and with such inspiring people.”  Rebecca Still, Year 12 student 
 
Advance Notice of Sports Day at John Charles Centre for Sport, Monday 13 July 
Our annual Athletics Sports Day at the John Charles Centre for Sport is a real highlight of the school 
year, where students in Years 7-9 have the opportunity to participate at a high quality venue.  The 
occasion is a wonderful celebration of sport, incorporating both inclusion (97% involvement) and 
excellence, with school records broken every year. 
 
The event is however very expensive and this year we are asking for a voluntary contribution of £4.00 
per student to cover part of the cost of the transport, payable via the ParentPay system.  Detailed 
information about arrangements for the day will be sent out to parents later this week.  As ever, 
parents are very welcome to attend our Sports Day and we look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible this year.   
 
Sylvia Wright Trust 
Thank you to our Year 8 fundraisers who collected the grand total of £374.02 for the Sylvia Wright 
Trust, by having a fun-filled day last Friday. 
 
Sylvia Wright and Tony Hartigan are visiting school on Thursday and will meet with a group of Year 8 
students. Three KS5 students are, this month, going to India as part of a Sylvia Wright initiative, 
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Armed Forces Day 
Students from Year 7 to Year 12 took part in celebrating Armed Forces Day in school last Friday. 
Cadets from the Army, Air and Sea Cadets all attended school in uniform, delivering presentations to 
students and demonstrating some of their drills at lunch time, open to staff and students to join in or 
simply watch. The students had a brilliant day and did a great job at spreading awareness about 
Armed Forces Day - they were a credit to the school. 
 
Show My Homework - Parent Log On 
 In the next few days your child will be bringing home a paper copy of the details you will need to log 
onto SMHW as a parent.  This will allow access to view the specific homework set for your child by 
his/her subject teachers. If you have any problems with logging on please email 
admin@stmarysmenston.org  and your query will be directed to a member of the ICT team.   
 

 
 
Vacancy: 
Cover Supervisor: permanent, from 1 September 2015, 30 hours a week term time only plus 5 
additional days. Further details and application forms are available on the school website in the 
Vacancies section.  Closing date for applications to Leigh Leversha is Friday 3 July 2015.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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