
 

 
 
 
Dear Parents                      9 July 2013 
 
General Letter No 37 

  
Please find on the school’s website a letter from the Chair of the school’s Governing Body and the Chair of the Bishop 
Wheeler Trust about actions to support faith transport.  We are relying on parents to lobby the Executive Board to 
show their support of free transport to St. Mary’s, Menston as a faith school.   We would be very grateful if parents 
could access the explanatory letter and templates. Leeds City Council's proposal to abolish free transport for pupils 
who travel over 3 miles to church schools is set to be considered by the Executive Committee on 17 July.   
 
Further details of the issues around the consultation are available on St. Mary’s school website 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/schooltransport/Pages/Protecting-our-Transport-Consultation.aspx 
As soon as details of the proposals to be submitted to the Council Executive are published, we will make them 
available on the school website. 
 
KS3 Drama Performance 
Congratulations to all involved in last Wednesday’s 
KS3 Drama Performance.  Year 7 and 8 students were 
outstandingly good in three plays that were performed 
on the evening.  The leadership demonstrated by Sixth 
Form students, who helped support members of the 
casts, was exemplary.  Special thanks must go to the 
teachers involved for creating such a wonderful 
opportunity for students, particularly Miss Nicholls, who 
produced and directed the event.  With big Drama 
productions planned for the next few years there is 
certainly no shortage of young acting talent at St. Mary’s.  Well done!   
 
Transition  
Our transition programme continued last Thursday when parents and Year 6 pupils attended an evening in 
preparation for starting at St. Mary’s in September.  The vast majority of parents and pupils attended this information 
meeting.  This provided a very useful forum for any worries, concerns or questions from parents and students. 
 
Spelling Bee Competition 
Congratulations to Year 7 student Emilia Corkery, who took part in the finals of the Spelling Bee Competition on 
Friday.  The Spelling Bee Competition is a national competition held in schools across the country for Year 7 students 
who are beginners in a foreign language.  It helps them to improve their vocabulary, spelling, pronunciation and 
memory skills.  A total of 26,000 students entered the competition.  Having progressed through the regional finals, 
Olivia competed in the national final held in Cambridge and finished fourth overall.  A great achievement!   

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/schooltransport/Pages/Protecting-our-Transport-Consultation.aspx


 

 
Year 9 Magistrate’s Visits 
We are grateful to local magistrates who come into school to talk to Year 9 students about the service. 
Four sessions have taken place over the last week. 
 
Leeds Schools Athletics League Results 2013 
Congratulations to all athletes who represented St. Mary’s at the Final of the Leeds Schools League last Tuesday 
evening.  In conditions more suited to Rugby in mid-winter, the U13 Girls Team finished in joint 5

th
 position, the U13 

Boys Team in 4
th
 position and, our most successful team, the U15 Girls Team again finished runners-up to GSAL.  

Well done to everyone, especially those who came to the rescue on the day to ensure the teams had a full 
complement of athletes. 
 
Sports Day 
Sports Day takes place today at South Leeds Stadium.  We know that this will be an enjoyable day of good sport with 
lots of encouragement from spectators and we hope for good weather.  Details for the day were sent home in a recent 
letter.   
 
Years 7 and 9 Awards Assemblies 
This Wednesday, students in Years 7 and 9 will celebrate their many achievements over the school year, in special 
assemblies.  
 
HE Post 16 Pathways 
Year 12 continue with their programme of support for Post 16 Pathways with an HE Information follow-up day on 
Friday.   
 
Bambisanani Partnership Visit to South Africa 
Fourteen students and three members of staff will this week travel to South Africa to further develop the work of the 
Bambisanani Partnership.  During the stay our students will mentor South African students through the Bambisanani 
Leadership Award.  Our students will also coach sport and teach other curriculum areas.  Towards the end of the visit 
students from St. Mary’s and Mnyakanya School will be responsible for planning and delivering community Sports and 
Reading Festivals for local primary school children.  The St. Mary’s team will also spend time working at the 
Zulufadder Orphanage.  This year will see our 100

th
 student volunteer in south Africa. 

 
Text Books and Equipment 
Please can all students, who have finished their courses, return any text books or equipment which belongs to St. 
Mary’s School to Pupil Reception before the end of term.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   

 
 


