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Dear Parents    
                                                                                10 July 2018 
 
General Letter No 38 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Stage 3 Production: Our Day Out 
The Key Stage 3 production was fantastic: the standard was excellent and the enthusiasm of the cast 
was incredible: it was a privilege to be a member of the audience. 
 
Mr Bowes, Director of the production said ‘I am so proud of the whole cast of Our Day Out for 
their hard work and commitment leading up to the production last week, and for an outstanding 
production last Wednesday. Prior to the play, we had a showcase of singing, dancing and piano 
to further highlight the talent St Mary's students have in music and performance. Additionally, the 
lighting was devised and controlled by a Year 7 student who showed just how talented she is. A truly 
wonderful evening for all involved. Well done!’ 
 
Art, Technology and Fashion Show 
Our annual Art and Technology Exhibition took place on Monday. For the first time we included a 
Fashion Show which showcased the work of GCSE and A Level Textiles students. Set amongst a 
background of inspiring Art work and Design Technology projects, the evening aimed to celebrate the 
creative talents of our young people, and what a celebration it was! Many of these highly talented 
individuals are now going on to study these subjects at University and we could not be more proud 
that their journeys began with us, at St Mary's. All our artists, designers (and their models) did us 
proud in what we felt was a perfect finish to the academic year. 
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School Games Silver Mark Award 2017/18 
We are delighted to announce that St. Mary’s have been awarded the School Games Silver Mark 
Award for the 2017/2018 academic year.  The School Games Mark is a Government led award 
scheme launched in 2012, facilitated by the Youth Sport Trust to reward schools for their commitment 
to the development of competition across their school and into the community.  We are delighted to 
have been recognised for our success. 
 

With a large number of our students competing in local inter-school competitions throughout the year, 
we are extremely proud of our pupils for their dedication to all aspects of school sport, including our 
Sports Leaders, school staff, volunteers and officials who made our competitions possible.  
 

Leeds Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2018 
The Lourdes group have been keeping in touch with school and are experiencing a successful and 
fulfilling week, they return to school on Friday. The theme for this year’s Pilgrimage to Lourdes is “Do 
Whatever He Tells You”. During their visit our group help sick and less able pilgrims at the heart of 
their Lourdes faith experience. 
 

World Challenge 
Saturday saw 40 pupils and 5 staff embarking on a four week World Challenge expedition to Costa 
Rica. Split into three teams they all commenced their expedition in San Jose and follow different 
programmes throughout the visit, including treks to Arenal Volcano and Horizontes National Park. 
During the conservation phase of the trip, they will engage with issues that the country is facing, 
working alongside local organisations.  
 
St. Mary’s Music Department ‘Summer Sizzler’ 
The ‘Summer Sizzler’ took place at Guiseley Theatre on Tuesday, to a packed and warm audience. 
We were entertained by many varied acts, including rock bands, soloist, instrumental duets, pop choir 
and St. Mary’s Jazz Band. The evening saw the launch of ‘Santa Maria Records’, our own record 
label and we heard from some very talented Year 7 and 8 pupils who will be releasing their songs 
imminently on Spotify, Deezer, Amazon Music and iTunes. 
 
We would like to thank Leeds Music Education Partnership and ArtForms for their support with this 
event. 
 
Year 7 and 9 Award Assemblies 
This Tuesday and Thursday, students in Year 7 and 9 celebrate their many achievements over the school 
year, in special assemblies. Awards are presented for achievements at school and recognition given to 
service in the community. 
 
Sports Day 
Sports Day takes place for Years 7–9 on Monday, 16 July.  On the day, pupils should wear correct 
school PE kit (white t-shirts, black shorts/skirt, white socks) and appropriate outer garments (track 
suit, coat, hat etc) depending on the weather.  It is often cool in the stadium even on a sunny day.  
There will be no refreshments available to purchase at the stadium, therefore please ensure your 
son/daughter has a packed lunch and sufficient drinks.  In the event of hot weather, please supply 
your child with sufficient sun cream for the day.  
 

The event will end at approximately 2.00pm when students will be transported back to school in time 
for the normal school special service. Parents are most welcome to join us at the stadium for the day, 
or part of it.  We are very grateful for the voluntary payments received from parents so far to enable 
us to cover the cost of the event.  Contributions from parents should be made via the ParentPay 
system. 
 

Year 7 Girls Immunisations 
Year 7 girls should have brought home an immunisation form for the HPV vaccination due to take 
place in September. Can you please complete the form and return it to Pupil Receptionl by Friday 13 
July. 
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Lockers 
Please ensure that all lockers are emptied and locks removed before the summer holiday: lockers will 
be reissued at the beginning of next year.   
 

Text Books and Equipment 
Please can all students, who have finished their courses, return any text books or equipment which 
belongs to St. Mary’s School to Pupil Reception before the end of term. 
 

Lost Property 
A large number of items remain unclaimed in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items 
should go to Pupil Reception where they will be able to arrange to check in the lost property room for 
their belongings.  Any items left at the end of the school term will be taken to local charity shops. 

 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news 
 

Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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