
 

 
 
Dear Parents                      16 July 2013 
 
General Letter No 38 
This is our final newsletter for the academic year.  We hope that over the last nine months you have been able to get a 
flavour of the work we have done together.  We are proud of the visits, trips, awards and outcomes.  These are due to 
the hard work and dedication of the students and staff, in partnership with the parents, and we would like to thank you 
for your ongoing support. 
 
We would like to wish you all a happy and restful Summer break, and we are looking forward to working with you next 
academic year. Please note that school finishes at 1.00 pm on Friday and school buses will run from 1.00 pm on their 
normal routes.  
 
Feast Day Mass 2013  
on Thursday 
The theme of our Feast Day Mass 
is “A door of Faith”.   
We have been celebrating this 
theme in all of our school events 
since the Holy Father announced 
this special year.  The Very 
Reverend Canon Lawrie Hulme will 
lead us in Mass on this very 
special day in our school year as 
we give thanks for those who have 
passed through the door of Faith 
and for those who continue to lead us in our Faith journey. 
 
Activities: All students are aware of which activity they will participate in after break.  Uniform will not be worn on 
Thursday, but please ensure that students come to school dressed appropriately for a Feast Day Mass and their 
activity.  Students should bring in a packed lunch to be eaten outside if the weather is fine.  During this very hot spell 
of weather, please ensure that students have bottles of water with them, which they can fill up in school.   For those 
participating in outdoor activities, a change of clothes is advisable. 
 
Students may wish to have a small amount of cash with them to buy items from the bun stall, ice cream van, and 
chocolate fountain. 
 
A Feast Day Concert will take place in the afternoon for all to enjoy and school will finish at the normal time 
 

Details of the proposals to be submitted to 
the Council Executive on 17 July 2013 are 
published and are available on the school’s 
website.  The Council Executive need to be 
aware of the effect their decision will have on 
St. Mary’s, Menston.  Please give your 
support to opposing these changes.  Please 
find details at 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/schooltransport/Pages/Protecting-our-Transport-Consultation.aspx 
 
 
 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/schooltransport/Pages/Protecting-our-Transport-Consultation.aspx


 

 
Fisher won the overall Year 7 and Year 9 
competitions. More won Year 8.  
Well done to the nearly 600 pupils who 
competed! 
 
Four new school records were set, with 
some great individual and team 
performances at our Sports Day last 
Tuesday  
  
Joe Gardner, Year 7 Dickenson set two 
new records. Joe's 100m time was the 

fastest ever recorded, at any age group at a St. Mary's Sports Day.   Joe also set a new Y7 triple jump record of 
10.53m.  Francis Westhead, also Year 7, set a new 800m record of 2:36. The final record was also in 800m in the 
Year 8 Boys race, when Joe Young recorded a time of 2:27.65.  Further information is available on St. Mary’s website. 
.  
Years 7 and 9 Awards Assemblies 
Last Wednesday, students in Years 7 and 9 celebrated their many achievements over the school year, in special 
assemblies.  
 
Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions 
This week there are Duke of Edinburgh Gold and Bronze expeditions taking place.  We are very grateful to staff for 
supporting our students in these very worthwhile schemes.   
 
Reports 
End of year reports are issued to Years 7, 8 and 9 on Wednesday afternoon.  Please take time to discuss the reports 
with your son/daughter during the holiday period.  
 
Pastoral Letters 
Pastoral letters from the Student Progress Leaders are enclosed with this letter.  These letters include important 
information relevant to your child’s particular year group.  
 
Text Books and Equipment 
Please can all students, who have finished their courses, return any text books or equipment which belongs to St. 
Mary’s School to Pupil Reception before the end of term.   
 
Lockers and Lost Property 
Please ensure that all lockers are emptied and locks removed before the summer holiday: lockers will be reissued at 
the beginning of next year.  Please ensure that you make enquiries this week at pupil reception about any items of lost 
property.  Any items not claimed will be sent to local charities during the summer holiday.   
 
Staffing 
At the end of term we say farewell to a number of colleagues.  We are particularly grateful for the contribution made 
over a number of years of our long serving members of staff who are leaving St. Mary’s. 

 Mrs Margaret Stubbs 
Mrs Stubbs has made a significant contribution to the work of St Mary’s over a period of nineteen years.  She has 
served the school as a teaching assistant and had a measurable impact upon the lives of young people.  Mrs Stubbs 
will be sorely missed by staff, students and parents.  We wish her well in her retirement. 

 Mrs Mhari Keith 
Mrs Mhari Keith has taken a promoted post to join Cardinal Heenan in Leeds.  I am confident that she will contribute a 
great deal to the music department at Cardinal Heenan and we thank her for all of her hard work and dedication. 

 Dr Alison Hodrien 
Dr Hodrien is moving on to Guiseley School where she will undoubtedly make an excellent contribution to the science 
department.  We wish her well. 

 Miss Hannah Davies 
Miss Davies is also moving to Cardinal Heenan in a new role as Lay Chaplain.  We wish her every success and 
happiness. 

 Mr Bob Sugden 
Mr Sugden takes up a new role teaching Geography in Switzerland in late August.  We wish him and his family every 
success at this exciting time for them.   



 

 

 Miss Alison Mastin/Miss Roo Nicholls 
Miss Mastin and Miss Nicholls will both begin new posts at Harrogate Grammar in September.  We thank them for the 
excellent contribution they have made to the school particularly in enhancing the extra-curricular dimension. 

 Mrs Ann Chevalier 
Mrs Chevalier is moving to Notre Dame to take up a post as a language assistant.  We wish her well. 
 
We also say goodbye to some staff who were temporary and who are moving on to new positions: these include Mr 
Tom Last, Mrs Joanne Whitworth, Miss Henna Iqbal, Mr Neil Mudd, Mr Kevin Denny and Mr Lloyd Best.  All these staff 
leave with our very best wishes and thanks for the contribution they have made to the school.   
 
Summer Holiday events information 
Breeze booklets have been issued to students in Years 7, 8 and 9, along with various leaflets giving details of summer 
events and opportunities for joining local groups. 
 
Leave of Absence 
St Mary’s complies with the North West Area Inclusion Partnership arrangements for granting pupil Leave of Absence 
during term time.  Recent amendments to the Education Regulations 2006, which will apply from September 2013, 
make it clear that headteachers may only grant Leave of Absence in exceptional circumstances, including family 
holidays.  This does mean that from September 2013 family holidays taken during term time will be recorded as 
unauthorised. 
 
Parental Communications and Access 
During September we will be giving out parent/guardian logons for our school learning platform. This replaces access 
to Sims Learning Gateway which some of you may have used in the past. From the new learning platform logons you 
will be able to see information about your child as you do with Sims Learning Gateway and you will also be able to see 
notices, photo galleries and events information that is not shared on our public facing web site. 
 
In addition to this we will be introducing two other systems to parents during the Autumn term. One of these will allow 
for online parents for trips and events and the other will enable you to book your parental consultation evenings with 
teachers. 
 
To keep things simple, we would like you just to have one set of username and password to remember for all of these 
systems. More information will follow in the new academic year. 
 
Start of the new Academic Year 
The school calendar will be placed on the website over the summer holidays and will be available from the beginning 
of term.  Please note there will be an additional training day on Monday 4 November.  
 
We welcome students into Years 7, 9 and 12 on Wednesday, 4 September and school will be open to all students on 
Thursday 5 September.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   

 

 


