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Dear Parents                                 18 July 2017 
 

General Letter No 39 
 
The Pastoral Theme for Lourdes this year is: The Almighty has worked marvels for me! 
Taken directly from the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) 
 

My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. He looks on his servant in her 
lowliness; henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 

The Almighty works marvels for me. Holy his name! His mercy is from age to age, on those who fear 
him. 

He puts forth his arm in strength and scatters the proud-hearted. He casts the mighty from their 
thrones and raises the lowly. 

He fills the starving with good things, sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, remembering his mercy, the mercy promised to our fathers, to 

Abraham and his sons for ever. 
 

Whilst St. Mary’s Pilgrims were away with the Diocese of Leeds prayers were said for our whole 
school community and especially as our Feast Day approaches. 
 
This was indeed a most blessed week enjoyed by staff and students alike as Megan O’Connor, Year 
12 reflects: 
 
Lourdes has truly been a life changing experience for me in terms of the friends I have made as well 
as a wider understanding of my personal faith. I couldn’t be more grateful for this opportunity and it 
has been an experience I will never forget. It is not just the religious experiences that have made this 
experience great but also the small moments such as eating a delicious chocolate pie and a cup of 
cappuccino by the river. I will always be grateful to St. Mary’s for this trip as it is something that I could 
never forget. Lourdes will forever more have a place in my heart.  
 
Non-Uniform Day for all students on Wednesday 
The School Council have instigated a non-uniform day: all students are invited to wear non-uniform, 
and make a suggested donation of £1 which will support the Grenfell Tower disaster appeal. 
 
Pastoral Letters 
Pastoral letters from Years 7 – 10 Student Progress Leaders will follow this week. These letters 
include important information relevant to your child’s particular year group. 
 
Lockers 
Please ensure that all lockers are emptied and locks removed before the summer holiday: lockers will 
be reissued at the beginning of next year.   
 
Lost Property 
The lost property cupboard is full of expensive school and PE clothing and equipment. It will be open 
all Wednesday break and lunchtime for pupils to come and have a look and retrieve their items lost 
over the year. Anything not taken will be sent to Charity over the summer holidays. 
 
Text Books and Equipment 
Please can all students, who have finished their courses, return any text books or equipment which 
belongs to St. Mary’s School to Pupil Reception before the end of term. 
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Year 7 Transition 
During a full transition programme Year 6 students have spent time at St. Mary’s meeting their peers 
and form tutors. We look forward to welcoming them into the St. Mary’s community. 
 
Reminder: Exam Results 2017 
Y13 Exam Results will be available to collect from M1 Thursday 17 August at 08:30 am 
Y12 Exam Results will be available to collect from M1 Thursday 17 August at 10:30 am 
Y11 Exam Results will be available to collect from M1 Thursday 24 August at 9:00 am 
Any other results will be issued to students on their first day back in September.   
For Year 11 
After Year 11 pupils have received their results, Sixth Form enrolment will take place. There will be 
the opportunity to talk to a member of the Senior Leadership Team and finalise Post 16 options. 
 
Should your son/daughter be unable to collect their GCSE results on that day then please complete 
an authorisation for collection of exam results form which can be accessed on the school website or 
collected from the exams officer, Mrs Jennings. Alternatively a stamped addressed envelope can be 
given to Mrs Jennings in advance so she can post out the results. Please note that results cannot be 
emailed to parents/students and cannot be given out over the telephone. 
 
Lightwater Valley Reward Day: Friday 15 September  
Parents are asked to pay for the Lightwater Valley Reward Day via the ParentPay system by the end 
of this week as payment is now overdue. Should your son/daughter not wish to take part, please 
email Mrs Ash j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Big Birthday Weekend 
Child Friendly Leeds is hosting two days of free events for families in the city centre on 22 and 23 July 
2017 from 12 - 4pm. Please follow this link for more information: 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Big-Birthday-Weekend-Schools-Letter-July-2017.pdf 
 
Manorlands Paint Rush 
Manorlands Hospice are running an event on 23 July called The Manorlands PaintRush. It is based at 
the King George V playing fields, Marley, Keighley. Please follow this link for further information: 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/PaintRush-Poster-jpeg.jpg 
 
Breeze on Tour 
Leaflets detailing dates and times of Breeze on Tour have been given out to students. For further 
information please check their website: www.breezeleeds.org/breezeontour 
 
Final Day Arrangements 
School will close to students at 1.00 pm on Friday 21 July.  Normal school buses have been arranged 
for 1.00 pm.  Students are travelling home at a different time to usual and should be extra vigilant as 
drivers will not be expecting numbers of school children out and about at this time. 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 

mailto:j.ash@stmarysmenston.org
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http://www.breezeleeds.org/breezeontour
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http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/
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Please see letter below with regards to safeguarding your children. 
 
I wish all students and staff a restful and peaceful summer break and look forward to returning with 
renewed energy to a new year in school. 
 
START OF THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR 
We welcome students into Years 7, 9 and 12 on Tuesday 5 September and school will be open to all 
students on Wednesday 6 September. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 

 
 

Children and Families 
 St George House 

40 Great George Street 
Leeds 

LS1 3DL 
 

11th July 2017 
 
Dear Colleague,  
 
Thank you for your work in schools and with families this year. As the summer holiday period 
approaches, we hope that you will manage some well-deserved time away from work to relax.   
 
 You will be acutely aware that the school holiday period can bring increased risks for young people, 
and we would urge you to give particular weight to reminding pupils of the importance of keeping safe.  
 
Recent tragic events in the city, as well as other serious incidents involving children entering 
abandoned buildings and building sites, highlight the real and severe danger that they can face. In 
addition to the risks posed by these activities, we all understand that young people are particularly 
curious to explore open water during the summer, without full consideration for their personal safety.  
 
We fully appreciate that young people can find sites such as this interesting and want to explore them, 
and whilst we would never seek to blame the young people involved in such incidents, we ask that 
you use appropriate means to remind your pupils and families of the potential consequences of taking 
unnecessary risks, not only for themselves, but also for their friends and families.   
 
We look forward to welcoming all of our children back in the new school year, having had fun and 
staying safe over the summer - we wish the same for you and your colleagues. 
 
Kindest Regards,  
 

 
Cllr Lisa Mulherin                           Steve Walker 
Executive Member for Children and Families            Director of Children and Families 

 
 


