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Dear Parents                                                                                                                    7 October 2014 
General Letter No 5 
 
Open Day 
We were delighted that so many families and friends visited the School’s Open Day last Saturday.  
The sessions for prospective Y7 students were full and were very well received.  The Faculties had 
worked to produce some lovely displays and some very interesting work and activities.  It was a great 
opportunity for the students to show case their skills and talents to families, grandparents, younger 
siblings (including an 8 day old baby!) and the local community.  The facilities were shown at their 
best, including our football partner clubs on the Artificial Turf Pitch.   
 
Feedback from our visitors indicated that the quality of displays was very good and informative, with 
very good practical demonstrations, that there was a good range of subjects and opportunities and 
that staff were welcoming and enthusiastic, very approachable and helpful.  Particular mention was 
made of the excellent contribution of the Sixth Form students who acted as Tour Guides and helped 
in many of the subject classrooms. 
 
We are grateful to all students who came into school on Saturday and participated in the many 
activities taking place: they are a credit to the school.  We are also grateful for all staff: teaching, 
support and admin, catering and site staff who put in a great deal of work to ensure that the day runs 
smoothly and successfully. 
 
50 Years Celebrations 

 Garden Party: in the late afternoon of Open Day, staff hosted a garden party for former pupils 
who attended the school since its first opening, up until 1989.  Well over 100 guests enjoyed 
meeting with current students, meeting current and retired staff, and being entertained to an 
afternoon tea, prepared by the staff.  Mr Geldart, Assistant Headteacher gave a presentation 
covering the first fifty years of St Mary’s, Menston, which was well received.  

 

 50th Anniversary Ball 
As part of our year of celebration a 50th Anniversary Ball has been organised for staff, former 
students, families and friends of St Mary’s.  Please find attached with this email further information 
and details of how to apply for tickets.   Please feel free to request individual tickets or organise tables 
(of ten) and send in cheques as given on the application.  We very much look forward to this 
commemorative event celebrating 50 years of Catholic Education at the school.  In order to facilitate 
organisation, please apply for your ball tickets by 24 October 2014. 
 
Please look on the school website for details of these and many more sporting events which are being 
organised in celebration of our 50th year, www.stmarysmenston.org 
 
School Transport 
Due to road works at the main roundabout in Horsforth which are due to run until July 2015, there 
may be a delay to certain school buses. Students are asked to stay at the bus stop until the bus 
arrives. 
 
Strike Action 14 October 
We have been informed of a strike by GMB and Unison on Tuesday 14 October.  We confirm that 
school will be open as usual for all year groups on this day, but the strike will impact on our ability to 
offer a kitchen service, therefore all students will require a packed lunch.  The school will be able to 
provide sandwiches for students entitled to free school meals.  

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/
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Homework Policy 
As you are aware, we have adopted a new homework policy and system for recording the details 
since September. In light of the feedback given from parents, students and staff it has been agreed 
that Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) pupils will be issued with a homework timetable. Key stages 4 and 5 
(Years 9 to 13) will continue to have homework set every lesson. 
 
Drop Everything and Read 
This week the whole school is participating in the Drop Everything and Read scheme where, at a 
particular time of the day, the whole school community reads for 15 minutes.  This is a valuable 
resource in encouraging students to benefit from the activity of reading, both across the curriculum 
and in their wider learning.   
 
Year 7 Data Collection Sheets 
Year 7 students have been given data collection sheets for parents to check and amend as 
necessary.  Please check the details we hold in school carefully to ensure that we have the correct 
details should we need to contact you.  It is also helpful if you can provide us with a current email 
address.  All forms should be returned to school by Friday 10 October. 
 
Year 7 Transition Evaluation Sheet  
All Year 7 pupils have been given a Transition Review Sheet, We would appreciate if parents could 
please complete and return these as we value your feedback.  It would be helpful if you could please 
return these before the end of this half-term. 
 
Year 7 Class Masses 
Year 7 parents, grandparents and families are welcome to join their child’s form groups in their Class 
Mass on a Thursday at 1.00 pm, these take place as below. When you arrive please sign in at Visitor 
Reception.  

Date Year 
09.10.14 7D 
16.10.14 7F 
23.10.14 7G 
06.11.14 7M 
27.11.14 7P 
04.12.14 7W 

 
Health and Safety: PE Lessons 
As per Health and Safety guidelines and as outlined in our School Prospectus, jewellery or watches, 
including earrings, are not allowed to be worn in any circumstances during PE lessons.  Pupils must 
hand in such items to a member of the PE Department for safekeeping at the start of each lesson. 
 
Sports News 

 Congratulations to George Kent, 7W who recently won a Silver medal at the SSU UK National 
Championships in his age group’s kumite category (freefighting).  A wonderful achievement! 

 

 Izzy Palmer, 9F recently took part in the National Dressage Championships at Stoneleigh Park in 
Warwickshire.  Izzy put in her best performance to date, coming fourth in her grade and tenth 
overall.  This was an open championship, competing against adults, three of the top ten being 
Gold medallist Paralympians.  An incredible result at the age of 13! 

 
Advance Notice: Personal Safety Evening for Parents of students in Years 7 and 8 
A Personal Safety Evening has been arranged on Wednesday 22 October for parents of students in 
Years 7 and 8. PC Bissett and staff will be giving short presentations to parents on aspects of 
personal safety involving their children, including drink awareness, internet safety, inappropriate use 
of facebook etc. This is in conjunction with the work that is currently being delivered through different 
aspects of the curriculum. (Refreshments will be served from 6.00pm and presentations will take 
place at 6.30pm). 
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Holidays 2015-16 
Please find below the term dates for 2015-16, which we are issuing with as much notice as possible 
so that families are able to arrange their holidays outside of these term dates.  Please note that the 
above dates are agreed by The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust schools, and that they differ 
slightly  from both the Leeds and Bradford holiday dates for 2015-16. 
 

 Start End 

Autumn Term 1 Monday 7 September Friday 23 October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 2 November Friday 18 December 

Spring Term 1 Monday 4 January Friday 12 February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 22 February Thursday 24 March 

Summer Term 1 Monday 11 April Friday 27 May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 6 June Tuesday 26 July 

Three of the five training days are confirmed as: Monday 7 September, Monday 25 and Tuesday 26 
July. 
 
Wet Weather Clothing 
Following our first really wet school day this autumn, we are concerned that a large number of 
students got a real soaking and had to sit in school in wet clothing.  Can parents please encourage 
students to come to school equipped with a coat/waterproof coat on such poor days; even those who 
came by bus were absolutely soaked through on the short stretch from the bus lay-bys into the pupil 
reception entrance. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
 


