
 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parents                      11 October 2016 
 
General Letter No 6 
 

O God, who endowed the Bishop St. Wilfrid 
with outstanding graces for the building up of your Church, 

grant that by the help of his prayers 
we may, like him, weather every storm,  
discords at home and perils overseas, 

and be brought at the last into the haven of your peace. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Our prayers go with Bishop David Konstant and his family 
We pray for the repose of Bishop David Konstant, Bishop Emeritus of Leeds, who died peacefully on 
Sunday evening 9 October 2016. We give thanks for his life, his example and his devotion to 
education.   May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
More information is available on the Diocese website http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
CAFOD Harvest Fast Day: Friday  
Collections will be taken throughout the day to support the invaluable work of CAFOD, one of our four 
charities. Pope Francis encourages us, “Don’t be observers of life, but get involved.” 
 
Year 11 Intervention Evenings 
We were delighted with the attendance at the recent intervention evenings for Y11 students and 
parents.  Communication with parents, students and staff is a very important way of supporting 
students through this GCSE exam year.  The PowerPoint from the Year 11 Intervention evenings is 
on the school website with the General Letter supplementary information.  Packs have been sent 
home for those students and parents who were unable to attend.  As advised on the evening, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries.  Thank you for your support of the evening. 
 
Photograph Mop Up Session 
Any pupil in Year 7, 9 and 12, who missed having their photograph taken on 26 September will have 
another opportunity during the afternoon of Tuesday 18 October. 
 
Key Stage 3 Personal Safety Evening for Parents of Students in Years 7 and 8: 20 October 
We look forward to welcoming parents to the Personal Safety Evening next Thursday, 20 October. 
Refreshments will be available from 6.00pm and the presentation will start at 6.30 pm.  The main 
speaker on this occasion is P.C. Bissett our Safer Schools Officer who will focus on aspects of 
personal safety in and around the school community, for example e-safety, misuse of drugs/alcohol. 
We anticipate this presentation will take one hour. 

 
Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening 3 November 4.00pm-7.00pm 
Year 11 Parent Consultation will take place on Thursday 3 November.  A letter will be sent home later 
this week with details on when the booking service will open. 
 
Exam Handbooks 
Year 12 and 13 students have been issued with exam handbooks.  If students have any queries 
regarding exam rules and regulations please see Mrs Jennings in the Curriculum Office.  
Year 11 students will receive their exam handbook after half term. 
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Show My Homework 
Homework is an important element of our whole school curriculum and completion of homework 
supports students’ development as learners.  We are aware that a number of students are not 
completing homework.  Please can we ask for your support in checking planners and the Show My 
Homework site to ensure that homework is being completed.  Please use this link for further 
information about homework at St Mary’s:   http://www.stmarysmenston.org/homework/ 
If there are any issues please do not hesitate to contact the relevant Subject Leader, or the Student 
Progress Leader as appropriate. 
 

Physical Education Lessons 
In line with Health and Safety guidelines, girls are not allowed to wear earrings whilst participating in 
Physical Education lessons, so all jewellery should be removed.  We ask for your support in ensuring 
that jewellery is not worn during a PE lesson. 
 
The West Yorkshire Combined Authority Survey 
The West Yorkshire Combined Authority, which includes Metro, is working with bus companies and 
other organisations to try and improve West Yorkshire's bus network for the next 20 years. They 
would really like to hear from more young people and have therefore created a questionnaire 
especially for 11-16 year olds. They would greatly appreciated if our students could be encouraged to 
complete the survey. It will only take 5/10 minutes to complete and it’s a fantastic opportunity to help 
shape the future of transport in West Yorkshire. 
 

Reading the Bus Strategy document and completing the survey would give students an understanding 
of the transport system operated in West Yorkshire The deadline for consultation responses is 21 
October.  All the information needed to take part, including links to the online surveys, can be found 
on The West Combined Authority’s website at www.yourtravelyoursay.co.uk. 
 

Students have been made aware of this survey, please encourage them to complete. 
 

Year 8 Ullswater Residential 
Parents received information in June about the Ullswater Residential to take place in February 2017, 
based at two Outward Bound Centres; Watermillock and Howtown, on the edge of Lake Ullswater.  In 
order to secure a place on the Year 8 Residential for your child, we require a non-refundable deposit 
of £50 by Friday 21 October, payable via the ParentPay system.  ParentPay has been set up so that 
once the initial deposit of £50 has been paid, regular payments can be made towards the cost of the 
visit and the system will show a reducing balance.  Please note that the final deadline for all payments 
for this visit is Friday, 6 January 2017.  Alternatively, should your child decide that they do not wish to 
take part, please email j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 

Ski Trip 2017 
Parents are reminded that the deadline for final payments for the Ski Trip 2017 is Friday, 11 
November via the ParentPay system.  A Ski Presentation Evening for students and parents will be 
held on Wednesday, 2 November in the main Hall from 6.00pm – 7.00pm.  A representative from 
‘Glide and Slide’ will be present at this meeting and will introduce their ski clothing/helmet hire 
facilities.  A representative from the New Hampshire Tourist Board will also be present who will 
provide further information regarding the area which the group are visiting. 
 

Sport News 

 Our congratulations are extended to Year 11 students Joshua Dutton and Joseph Gardner and 
Charlie Heath, Year 10 who have been selected for the U16 West Yorkshire Football squad.  Well 
done. 

 Congratulations to Imogen Sunman, Year 10 who has been selected for the final selection camp 
for U15 England Hockey squad.  The selection process has been running since the start of the 
year and is a great achievement.  The final three day HiPac camp reflects an international 
competition and will be held at the end of October.  Those selected will represent GB this season.  
Good luck Imogen for the final part of the selection process. 

 Congratulations also to Evie Malir, Year 10 who has been selected for the U16 England Hockey 
Futures Cup, a competition which forms part of the Junior Regional Performance Centre.  It gives 
first-hand experience of an international tournament environment in preparation for potential 
future involvement in a National Age Group Squad.  Well done Evie.  
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Pilgrimage of Mercy: Mass in honour of Our Lady, St. Wilfrid and the Saints of the Diocese of 
Leeds  
Pilgrims from across the diocese made their way to Ripon Cathedral last Saturday for this very special 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Marcus Stock. The music for the Mass was sung by the Senior Boys and 
Senior Girls’ choirs of Bradford Catholic Youth Choir and it was stunningly beautiful. After Mass we 
joined other school groups for an arranged walk to Fountains Abbey which concluded in a Liturgy.  St. 
Mary’s was represented by Rachel and Maria Farmer, Year 10 and Oliver Horan, Year 12. 
 
Advance Notice of St. Mary’s, Sixth Form Open Evening 

 
 
Training Day: Friday 21 October 
Parents are reminded that we have a Staff Training Day on Friday 21 October and school will be 
closed to pupils.  Closure for Half Term will be Monday 24 October to Friday 28 October with school 
re-opening to students on Monday 31 October. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

 


