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Dear Parents                      3 November 2015 
General Letter No 7 
 
Welcome back to this half term before Christmas: this will be an important time for all year groups, but 
particularly for Year 11, 12 and 13 who will undertake trial examinations. It is also a busy time, with a 
wide range of events taking place in school and we will endeavour to keep you updated on these 
through the general letter and the website. 
 
Wear It Pink Day for Sixth Form  
Sixth Form students turned pink for a day during the last week of the term to support Breast Cancer 
Research.  Sporting favourite pink items and collecting donations from students and staff throughout 
the school, £429 was raised for this extremely worthwhile and valuable cause.  Out thanks go to the 
Sixth Form Common Room Committee for their organization of this event, including a very impressive 
cake sale.  
 
Year 13 Parent Consultation Evening 
We look forward to this evening’s Parent Consultation Evening from 4.00 pm to 7.00 pm: parents 
should have arranged their own appointments.  This is a valuable opportunity to discuss progress and 
any issues at this stage in preparation for trial and final examinations. 
 
Year 11, 12 and 13 Trial Exams 
A letter to parents of students in Years 11, 12 and 13 will follow this general letter regarding the 
arrangements for Trial Examinations. 
 
Respecting the Local Community 
Students are regularly reminded, in assemblies and throughout all lessons, of the school’s values. 
As a School Community we live the values throughout the school day and we hold these values as we 
extend beyond the school day, into our family, into our local community and recognise the importance 
of holding these values as global citizens. Respect for the local community is very important as we 
travel to and from school: students are reminded to be respectful of our neighbours and their property. 
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Sixth Form Open Evening 
Our Sixth Form Open Evening will take place on Tuesday 17 November at 6.30pm. Further 
information was sent out before half-term with a reply slip to be returned to school. 
 
Level 3 Bikeability Cycle Training 
A letter has been sent to students in Years 7 and 8 regarding the opportunity to participate in a cycle 
training course which will teach techniques for riding safely on the road.  The training is free; students 
ideally need to provide a suitable, roadworthy cycle, bicycle helmet and appropriate clothing for the 
training, although bicycles and helmets can be provided if necessary.  The course will be held on 
Thursday 19 November from 10.00am – 1.00pm and will take place on public roads in the vicinity of 
the school.  Students wishing to take part should have completed Level 1 and 2 Bikeability or be a 
keen and confident cyclist in order to take part.  Further information can be obtained from Mrs Ash in 
the PE Office. 
 
Year 8 Residential 
A reminder that the deadline for payment of the deposit for the Year 8 Residential was Friday,  
23 October.  Outstanding payments should be made via the ParentPay system as soon as possible in 
order to confirm numbers with the Outward Bound Centre.  Please email Mrs Ash 
j.ash@stmarysmenston.org  should your child not wish to take part in the Residential. Please do not 
hesitate to contact myself if you have any issues regarding the Visit. 
 
Romeo and Juliet 
A group of Year 8 students will perform Romeo and Juliet at Carriageworks on Friday evening:  they 
will be following this up by giving a performance to their peers next week. 
 
Careers Event for Years 10 and 11 
The Leeds Catholic Secondary Schools Partnership is organising a careers event for Year 10 and 11 
pupils. It will take place at Corpus Christi School, Neville Road, Leeds LS9 0TT on Tuesday 10 
November at 6.30pm. A range of employers, colleges, universities and school sixth forms will be 
represented and will offer a good opportunity to discuss the range of options available for pupils at 16. 
 
Wharfedale Dragons Under 13 Basketball Club 
Wharfedale Dragons are in school on Mondays from 4.30pm to 6.00pm: they meet in the Gym. Boys 
and girls in Year 8 (age 13) and under are welcome to join the club, the first week is free and the cost 
is £4.00 per week thereafter. 
 
Menston St Mary’s Badminton Club 
The Menston St. Mary’s Badminton Club is open each Tuesday evening during term time from 
8.00pm - 9.30pm in the school sports hall. The club is suitable to both experienced players and also 
beginners who would like to try a new sport. The club is not in a league and so play is on a social 
basis with games arranged so that everyone plays with a wide variety of other people during the 
evening. The club will be open this evening, Tuesday 3 November and people will be made very 
welcome if they would like to come down and try their hand at badminton. Further information from 
Paul Newman on 01943 864165 or 07710 399436. 
 
Kettlercise  
Kettlercise is a new class which will commence on a Wednesday evening in the Gym from 
6.30pm – 7.30pm. Using kettlebell exercises in a set class routine that works all major and minor 
muscles groups. To reserve a place or for further information, please contact Peter Casling on  
07841 959365 or email peterwcasling@hotmail.co.uk 
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Year 10 Mass 
“Once you enter into friendship with God, everything in your life begins to change … you are well on 
the way to becoming saints.”             Pope Benedict XVI 

At the Year 10 Mass on Thursday we will celebrate the Feast of All Saints and a service was held in 
the Chapel to commemorate All Souls on Monday.   
 
 
 
 
 

‘Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful’ Luke 6:36 
 

Advance Notice of the Jubilee Year of Mercy and Christmas Card Competition 
 
Pope Francis has established the Jubilee Year of Mercy which runs from 8 December 2015 to  
20 November 2016.  It is an opportunity not to be missed.  
 
The mercy of God is so central to the faith and the life of Pope Francis. It is his experience of God’s 
mercy and the way he shows to others the mercy he has received that makes him such a remarkable 
figure in our world today. He knows that every person, whether they think of themselves as 
religious or not, longs for the embrace of mercy, the love that accepts us as we are and, at the 
same time, calls us to become what we are made to be.  Archbishop Vincent Nichols. 
 
Therefore our theme for the Christmas Card Competition 2015 is: Merciful Like the Father 
 
And we pray that families, especially those who suffer, may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain 
hope. 
 
The competition will be organised by the Art Department for lower school year groups, and the 
winning two cards will be produced as Christmas Cards for sale at a cost of 60p per card or £2.99 for 
a pack of six cards – three of each design in support of our 4 school charities.  We hope to have the 
cards available for sale at the beginning of December. 
 
Ice Cream Giving Day 
Marco Gallone, Ice Cream Suppliers, who regularly visit us on special occasion days in school, would 
like to come in to school on Monday 9 November 2015 and give a FREE ice cream to every pupil.  
Marco and colleagues have fund-raised for Children in Need and as a thank you for their efforts they 
have been give an amount of free ice cream to distribute and have chosen our pupils to receive the 
free ice-creams. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
 

 


