
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           5 November 2013 
                                                                                                          
General Letter No 8 
 
Trial Examinations 
As there are no longer any January modules as part of external examinations, we plan to run trial exams for Years 11, 
12 and 13.  As well as giving us an up to date assessment of student progress, it will enable the students to 
experience working under formal examination conditions.   
 
A timetable will be issued next week along with a covering letter explaining the organisation of the examinations and 
our expectations of the students.  The dates are as follows:  
 
Year 13  Friday 29 November to Friday 6 December  
Year 12  Monday 9 December to Friday 13 December  
Year 11  Wednesday 4 December to Friday 13 December  
 
Year 13 Parent Consultation Evening 
We welcome parents to the Year 13 Parent Consultation evening tomorrow evening from 4.00 pm to 7.00 pm: 
appointments have been issued.  This is a valuable opportunity to discuss progress and any issues at this stage in 
preparation for trial and final examinations. 
 
Presentation Evenings 

 Year 11 Achievement Evening 
We look forward to welcoming students and families to our presentation evening on Wednesday 13 November for the 
Year 11 cohort of 2012-2013 when we welcome Professor Margaret A House, Vice Chancellor, Leeds Trinity 
University as our guest speaker.  

 A-Level Presentation Evening 
We welcome our last year’s Year 13 students to the Presentation Evening on Wednesday 18 December when we are 
very pleased to welcome Greg Mulholland MP, Leeds North West, as our guest for the evening. 
 
Post-16 Pathways Evening 
The Catholic Schools’ Partnership is hosting its annual Post-16 Pathways Evening at Cardinal Heenan High School 
next Tuesday 12 November from 6.30 pm to 8.30 pm.   A number of further education colleges, including Notre Dame, 
Greenhead College and various employers will have displays and information regarding numerous post-16 pathways.   
All pupils and their parents are welcome to attend. 
 
Sixth Form Open Evening 
Parents of Year 11 students have received information about the Sixth Form Open Evening, which will take place in 
school on Thursday 28 November 2013.   
 
Catholic Ethos Day 
On Monday 4 November the whole school staff, including Governors and four Sisters of Mercy, came together for a 
day of reflection focused on the distinctive nature of our Catholic ethos with a view to review, renew, renovate and 
celebrate.  The day was led by Kevin Quigley, Director of Education for Salford Diocese, who centred our mission of 
equal discipleship around 5 w’s; Welcome, Welfare, Witness, Word and Worship.  We were challenged, inspired and 
uplifted to further pursue our work as a world class Catholic Community ever conscious of the living presence of Jesus 
Christ at the centre of all that we do: 
 “But when a child is loved, seen as precious, listened to, and touched with reverence, then it is at peace.  It 
knows it belongs.  It is held, protected and safe.  It opens without fear.”                                         Jean Vanier 
 
 



 

Visits: 
A group of Year 8 students produced and performed Romeo and Juliet at Carriageworks on Monday evening:  they 
will be following this up by giving a performance to their peers during the week. 
 
Remembrance Day 
Assemblies will take place on the theme of Remembrance.  On Monday morning 11 November, a period of silence will 
be observed, when all those in school will remember those who have died as a result of war. Poppies are available in 
school.  Wristbands may also be purchased in school at a suggested donation of £2.00.   
 
Bungalow Conversion  
The conversion of the school bungalow to an office suite commenced during half-term.  This is to increase capacity to 
enable us to support the broader aims of the Trust.  The contractors will be on site daily for the next 8 weeks. A 
compound has been erected next to the bungalow and all precautions have been put in place to ensure Health and 
Safety of the students.  Students have been made aware of the building work and have been asked to act with caution 
around the area of the building site.  
 
James Bond Casino Night 
In aid of the Callum Hall Trust, a James Bond Casino Night has been arranged for Saturday 30 November.  This will 
be held at the High Royds Social Club at 7.00pm.  The dress code is formal and there will be opportunities to win 
prizes at the pay to play casino.  There will be live music from signed artist Niamh Hanlon and a DJ.  Tickets cost £10 
each and are available from Menston Post Office and High Royds Social Club.  For further information please contact 
Kate Sotheby kate_events@aol.co.uk  This is a wonderful opportunity to raise money for ex-St. Mary’s pupil Callum 
who, you may remember, was paralysed from the chest down following a rare epidural abscess. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   
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