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            10 November 2015 
Dear Parents         
 

General Letter No 8 
 

Year 11 Achievement Evening 
We look forward to welcoming students and families to our presentation on Thursday evening at 7.00 
pm, when we celebrate the successes of last year’s Year 11 students.  Our guest speaker is Tony 
Hartigan, Trustee of The Sylvia Wright Trust. Refreshments will be available following the 
presentation. 
 

Sixth Form Open Evening 
The Sixth Form Open Evening for Year 11 pupils and parents will be held on Tuesday 17 November 
2015 at 6.30pm in the Main Hall. A formal presentation will be led by Mrs North and then pupils and 
parents will have an opportunity to attend formal subject presentations in pre-chosen areas. This is an 
important evening in the Sixth Form calendar as pupils will be provided with the necessary information 
needed to make an informed choice about their Post 16 pathway. 
 

Support for Refugees - Student Non-Uniform Day on Friday 20 November 
“What ever you did for the least of are these, you did for me” Matthew 23:31-46 
 

As a collective effort to support the refugee crisis St. Mary’s will be directly supporting the work of St. 
Vincent de Paul in settling refugees in Leeds. We will also be supporting two charities, Kos Kindness 
and KOS Solidarity, who have asked Leeds schools to receive one of their clothing deposit boxes: we 
will inform you in next week’s bulletin as to the most appropriate type of used clothing needed at this 
moment in time. There will be a whole school non-uniform day to support both these appeals on 
Friday 20 November. The privilege of not wearing uniform on that day will be £1, which will be 
collected from Monday 16 November. 
 

REMEMBRANCE: WEDNESDAY 
There will be a period of silence tomorrow at 11.15 am for Remembrance Day. With respect for those 
who have given their lives in war over the last centuries. 
 

Year 7CDFG Parent Consultation Evening 
The system for booking appointments for the Year 7CDFG Parent Consultation Evening on Thursday 
19 November is now open. If there are any parents that did not receive the guide to logging on, 
please contact Mrs Robertson by e-mail e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org 
 

Year 7MPW Parent Consultation Evening 
The system for booking appointments for the Year 7MPW Parent Consultation Evening on Tuesday 
24 November will be open on 12 November at 7.00pm.  A letter of invitation and details on how to 
make appointments have been emailed out to parents. 
 

ID Badges for Sixth Form 
All KS5 students have been issued with ID badges for safeguarding purposes. All students must wear 
their ID when on school premises and I would greatly appreciate your support in ensuring that KS5 
students wear their ID as requested. 
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Fix It  
Year 10 students will have the opportunity to see a drama production and workshop called "Fix it", 
which raises awareness of the challenging issue of self harm. This a one woman show aimed at 14-
16 year olds which looks at the experience of young people, parents and carers who are coping with 
teenagers in crisis. The presentation is on Tuesday 17th November. 
 
Advance Notice: A Level Presentation 
The A Level Presentation Evening will be taking place on Thursday 17 December. Please note 
confirmed date. 
 

Year 7 Pantomime 
Year 7 students have been issued with a letter regarding the Year 7 Pantomime.  The whole year 
group will attend the production of ‘Aladdin’ at the Carriageworks Theatre on the morning of Tuesday 
8 December.  This traditional pantomime promises a fun afternoon with lots of laughs and is a 
deserved reward for a really positive start for our Year 7 students. 
 

Ice Cream Giving Day 
Thank you to Marco Gallone, Ice Cream Suppliers, for giving the students free ice cream on Monday. 
 

Advent calendars 
The Newman Group will be taking orders for Advent calendars in the next week. The Advent 
calendars are £4 in total but are Fairtrade and deliver the real message of Advent and Christmas. If 
you would like to order one (or more!) then please include £4 in an envelope with your child's name 
and form on hand to Mr Manfredi or Mr Tunnecliff by Monday 16th November.  
 

OLK Confirmation Preparation 
Any student who lives in the Parish of Our Lady of Kirkstall (churches; St Mary’s Horsforth, Holy 
Name Cookridge or Assumption Kirkstall) and is in Year 9 (or over) is invited to take part in this year's 
Programme of Confirmation Preparation. The course will begin on Sunday 29 November at 4pm in St 
Mary's Primary School hall with a meeting for candidates and parents. This will be followed by the first 
session on the same afternoon (for candidates only) from 4.30 to 5.30pm. 
Subsequent sessions will be held in the New Year across all three Churches/Church Halls. If you wish 
to enrol for the Confirmation Programme, please complete an Application Form and hand it to the 
priest at the end of one of the Mass or at one of the parish offices. The forms are available at the back 
of each church or can be downloaded from http://www.ourladyofkirkstall.org.uk/ 
Any queries/questions about the programme, please contact Jim Utting on 07533 326111. 
 

Help in Hand – Coffee Morning 
Are you a Grandparent who is the main carer for your Grandchildren? You may be interested in 
meeting with other Grandparents who care for their Grandchildren to socialise, share advice and for 
support. Please follow the link below for further information. 
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/54c174ede4b09cfa7859949a/t/56408b61e4b0a20ebbf0a8c2/14
47070561642/Grandparents+coffee+morning.pdf 
 

ParentPay 
Thank you to those parents who use ParentPay, the online payment system for schools for all on line 
payments including dinner money top-ups and school trip payments. Our aim is for a completely 
cashless system. 
 

If you have mislaid your activation details or have any problems with ParentPay, please contact Mrs 
Ash at school j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
 
 

http://www.ourladyofkirkstall.org.uk/
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/54c174ede4b09cfa7859949a/t/56408b61e4b0a20ebbf0a8c2/1447070561642/Grandparents+coffee+morning.pdf
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/54c174ede4b09cfa7859949a/t/56408b61e4b0a20ebbf0a8c2/1447070561642/Grandparents+coffee+morning.pdf
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Student News 

 Congratulations to Sam Clifford-Hassan, 9W who during the half term holiday attended a week 
long Army cadet music camp in Hampshire, along with 350 other cadets from all over the country.  
Playing the flute, Sam was placed in the senior camp, playing various genres of music from 
military to musicals and jazz, at parades and concerts throughout the week.  Sam was presented 
with the award for Best Musician in the senior band.  This is a wonderful achievement, especially 
taking into account that Sam was the youngest member of the band.  Many congratulations!    

 Six St. Mary’s students recently represented the British Aikido Association at the World 
Championships in Switzerland.  Taking part in their first Senior International Tournament,  
Georgia Pullan (Year 10), Jake Pullan, Milly Bolton, Chloe Duckett, Sophia Drozd (all Year 13) 
and Kitty Bolton (Year 11) all performed to a high standard and made a great impression in front 
of competitors from around the world, including Russia, Brazil and Japan.  Kitty won silver in the 
Kyu Grade competition with Milly winning bronze.  The group are now aiming to compete in Japan 
in two years’ time. 

 
‘Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful’ Luke 6:36 

 
Advance Notice of the Jubilee Year of Mercy and Christmas Card Competition 
 
Pope Francis has established the Jubilee Year of Mercy which runs from 8 December 2015 to  
20 November 2016.  It is an opportunity not to be missed.  
 
The mercy of God is so central to the faith and the life of Pope Francis. It is his experience of God’s 
mercy and the way he shows to others the mercy he has received that makes him such a remarkable 
figure in our world today. He knows that every person, whether they think of themselves as 
religious or not, longs for the embrace of mercy, the love that accepts us as we are and, at the 
same time, calls us to become what we are made to be.  Archbishop Vincent Nichols. 
 
Therefore our theme for the Christmas Card Competition 2015 is: Merciful Like the Father 
 
And we pray that families, especially those who suffer, may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain 
hope. 
 
The competition will be organised by the Art Department for lower school year groups, and the 
winning two cards will be produced as Christmas Cards for sale at a cost of 60p per card or £2.99 for 
a pack of six cards – three of each design in support of our 4 school charities.  We hope to have the 
cards available for sale at the beginning of December. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 

 
 


