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Dear Parents                      8 November 2016 
 
General Letter No 9 
 
Year 11 Achievement Evening: Monday 7 November 2016  
 
We were delighted with the outcomes for our GCSE students in 
the summer and the presentation evening gave us another 
opportunity to celebrate their achievements.  It was fantastic to 
see so many students and their families attend to collect their 
GCSE certificates as well as other prizes awarded during the 
evening.  We really appreciated the time provided by Sir Gary 
Verity and for the message he gave to the students where he 
talked about aspiration, overcoming challenges and the qualities 
required to achieve success.   
 
During the evening we also emphasized the importance of partnership between home and school and 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all families as well as staff for the support that they give to 
students in our community. 
 
Sir Gary awarded the major prizes 
Highest Points Score at GCSE     Samuel Brownjohn 
Highest Average Points Score at GCSE    Phoebe Kendal 
Greatest Progress from KS2 to GCSE    Uditha Dissanayaka 
 
Special prizes were also awarded: 
Sports College of Excellence Award   Laurence Patterson 
Michelle Stott Memorial Award for PE   Emily Hazlegreaves 
Highest Points Score at GCSE     Samuel Brownjohn 
Highest Average Points Score at GCSE    Phoebe Kendal 
Greatest Progress from KS2 to GCSE    Uditha Dissanayaka 
Rotary Club Community Award   Emily Boswell 
Martin Green Memorial Award for Excellence in Rugby Christopher Jackson 
Erin’s Gift   George Sanderson 
The Sue Hope Award for ‘Living Out the Word’   Oliver Morris 
Attendance Shield  More   Conduct Cup   Gwyn 
 
Subject prizes were awarded as follows: 
Art Madeline Smith PE Pauline Hall 
Drama Aelis Bray Performing Arts Natasha Cooper 
English Language 
English Literature 
Food Technology 
French 
Geography 

Molly Cheetham 
Thomas Johns 
Michal Jaloweic 
Ruth Stone 
Caitlin Baran 

Product Design 
Religious Education 
Science 
Separate Sciences 
Sports Studies 

Ewan Copsey 
Kristiana Barzanov 
Patrick Crotty 
Sophie Graham 
Sean Benn 

German Lorna Gilroy-Turner Textiles Sophia Andryszewski 
Health and Social 
History 

Evie McInness 
Jake Marshall 

 

ICT 
Mathematics 
Media Studies 

Emily Newell 
Jamie Hoar 
Anthony Beckwith 

Music Jessica Wilson 
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We are grateful to Rosie Egan, Oliver Horan and Anthony Beckwith for the music on the evening. 
 
Year 13 Parent Consultation Wednesday 23 November 4.00pm-7.00pm 
The system for booking appointments for the Year 13 Parent Consultation Evening on Wednesday 23 
November will open on Wednesday 9 November at 7.00pm and close on Sunday 20 November at 
midnight.  Letters have been emailed out to parents with details on how to log on to the system to 
make appointments. Please contact Mrs Robertson by e-mail e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org if you 
experience any difficulties in booking appointments. 
 
Information from the Diocese: Please see the Diocese website for details. 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
In Remembrance 
The school community will show respect on Remembrance day by holding a period of silence. 
 
The Royal British Legion have supplied us with a selection of Remembrance products, including 
poppies, badges and friendship bracelets with a suggested donation price. These will be available 
from today.  Students are encouraged to make a donation to the Poppy Appeal and select an item 
from Visitor Reception. Thank you for your support. 
 

 
The Sixth Form prospectus for September 2017 entry is now available on the school website: 
www.stmarysmenston.org : click on READ OUR SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS on the homepage. 
 
St Mary’s Catering 
We are very pleased that our dining hall is very busy at lunchtimes with a great many students opting 
to buy school dinners.  Over the lunch hour we have a rotating queue system to ensure the service 
runs as smoothly as possible in what is a very busy time in the school day. 
 
It helps enormously if students’ dinner cards are in a reasonable condition, which means they can be 
scanned quickly and efficiently, to help move students through the pay process, and they are able to 
sit and enjoy their lunch.   
 
We would be grateful for your help in ensuring that your child’s dinner card is in a reasonable 
condition: new cards can be requested by completion of a form available at Pupil Reception: the form 
should then be placed in the Finance Box outside the small hall and the cost of a new card (£2) will be 
deducted from the student’s account.  A new card will then be issued. 
 
 

mailto:e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/


  

 

Attendance for the First Half Term 
Year 7   98.0% 
Year 8   97.6% 
Year 9   96.9% 
Year 10   96.9% 
Year 11   95.3% 
The figures show a fantastic start to the first half term with every Year Group attaining the expected 
95%. Many thanks for your support in achieving this. 
 
Medical  

 Appointments 
Where medical appointments need to be taken in school time, can you please ensure you provide an 
appointment card or letter to support the appointment, this will enable us to authorise the absence. If 
students need to leave school for an appointment, can you please arrange for them to be collected 
from Pupil Reception.  Pupils in Years 7 – 11 are not allowed to make their own way to appointments 
during school hours. 

 Crutches 
Pupils who have been given crutches following surgery or injury may attend school providing medical 
consent has been given. On returning to school a risk assessment must be signed and completed by 
a parent/guardian and the pupil. Arrangements can then be put into place to support their return to 
school in accordance with the risk assessment. 
 
Jubilee Year of Mercy  
The year of Mercy concludes on the Feast of Christ the King on 20 November.  During our Services of 
Reconciliation we are reflecting upon this last year and what we have come to know of God’s 
compassion and love for us.  The theme of the service is to “Make Jesus the King of your Heart” and 
why it is a blessing to have a heart of mercy.  In preparation for Advent, we will ask for God’s 
forgiveness and pray for hearts of mercy in forgiving others.   
 
Pilate said, 'So, then you are a king?' Jesus answered, 'It is you who say that I am a king. I was born 
for this, I came into the world for this, to bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side of truth 
listen to my voice.’        John 18 33 – 37 
 
Christmas Card Competition 
The lower school are taking part in an Art competition to design this year’s school Christmas card.  
The theme for our Christmas Carol Service and for our Christmas Card competition is  

“Peace on Earth to Men of Good Will” 
and the winning cards will be produced as Christmas Cards for sale at the beginning of December. 
 
St. Mary’s Lettings – Twist and Breathe Yoga  
Twist and Breathe Yoga classes are held weekly at St. Mary’s.  Twist and Breathe Yoga combines 
yoga postures with mindful breathing to create a moving meditation which benefits the body and 
calms the mind.  The classes are held on Tuesday evenings from 6.30pm – 7.30pm in the small Hall.  
To reserve a place please contact Patti Tuxworth at twistbreatheyoga@outlook.com 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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