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Dear Parents                     18 November 2015 
 

General Letter No 9 
 

Justice and Peace 
A minute’s silence was observed on Monday in solidarity with the citizens of France and our brothers 
and sisters in Christ throughout the world. The Justice and Peace prayer was shared at staff briefing. 
 
All-powerful God, 
You are present in the whole universe 
And in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of love, 
That we may protect life and beauty. 

 
Touch the hearts 
Of those who look only for gain 
At the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
To be filled with awe and contemplation,  
To recognise that we are profoundly united 
With every creature 
As we journey towards your infinite light. 

Fill us with peace, that we may live 
As brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
O God of the poor, 
Help us to rescue the abandoned 
And forgotten of this earth, 
So precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives, 
That we may protect the world and not prey upon it, 
That we may sow beauty,  
Not pollution and destruction 

 
 
We thank you for being with us each day. 
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
For justice, love and peace. 
 
 
Pope Francis I, ‘Laudato Si’ 

 
Year 11 Presentation Evening 
We were delighted to be able to celebrate the strong results achieved by our students, with students 
of all abilities achieving their aspirational targets. This was achieved despite the many challenges 
facing Year 11 students taking GCSE examinations, with numerous changes to the examinations 
framework and the reduced impact of coursework and controlled assessment on results in many 
subjects, and with linear examinations taking place at the end of the course rather than modular 
examinations taking place throughout the course  The majority of students have progressed into our 
Sixth Form and it was a pleasure to meet with them on this special celebration evening and catch up 
with those students who have followed post 16 pathways elsewhere.  
 
Our Guests of Honour on the evening were Sylvia Wright, who has devoted her life to establishing 
and running The Sylvia Wright Trust and to Tony Hartigan, retired headteacher and trustee of The 
Sylvia Wright Trust.  They gave a very interesting insight into the work of The Trust and presented 
GCSE certificates and Subject Awards.  The celebration evening was a very enjoyable and uplifting 
experience, where the success of our students is shared by their peers, by staff and by families.  Mr 
Crotty and daughter, Mary, presented Erin’s Gift for outstanding progress in Design and Technology 
was presented to Keane Barber.  We were delighted that Mr Graham Davies and Mr Brian Whitham, 
Aireborough Rotarians, were also able to join us to present Rotary Club awards. The musical 
contributions to the evening were also excellent. 
 
Individual prize winners were: 
Art Leah Delayay Media Studies Robert Thompson 
Drama Matthew Hickie Music Olivia Nelson 
English Language Thomas Gardner PE Elizabeth Westhead 
English Literature Eliza Barber Performing Arts Sophie Coulson 
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Food Technology Molly Fieldhouse Product Design Alice Clayton 
French Aidan Conlon Religious Education Fergal Mullan Wilkinson 
Geography Annie Postlethwaite Science Hannah Brady 
German Eleanor Freeman Separate Sciences Olivia Dalby 
History Lucy Donnelly Sports Studies Matthew Farmer 
ICT Joanna Ciesluk Textiles Grace Middleton 
Mathematics Matthew Overton Travel & Tourism Sacha Davies 
 
Special prizes were also awarded: 
Sports College of Excellence Award   Ryan Smith 
Michelle Stott Memorial Award for PE   Alice Clayton 
Highest Points Score at GCSE     Elizabeth Westhead 
Highest Average Points Score at GCSE    Molly Steele 
Greatest Progress from KS2 to GCSE    Amy Collins 
Rotary Club Community Award   Grace Middleton 
Martin Green Memorial Award for Excellence in Rugby Benjamin Marshall 
Erin’s Gift   Keane Barber 
Attendance Shield     Sherwin 
Conduct Cup      Clitherow 
  
Sixth Form Open Evening 
The Sixth Form Open Evening for Year 11 pupils and parents was held last evening in the Main Hall. 
With a formal presentation led by Mrs North with pupils and parents given opportunity to attend formal 
subject presentations in pre-chosen areas. Feedback on this important evening in the Sixth Form 
calendar was positive in providing the necessary information to make an informed choice about Post 
16 pathways. 
 
Are you interested in training to become a secondary school teacher? 
Our school is part of a growing number of schools leading the way for more school-led teacher 
training. This is really important to us because it means we can choose the very best talent and 
develop them into teachers. Being able to choose who we train as teachers helps us in delivering the 
best outcomes for the students at St. Mary’s Menston. 
 
We have vacancies now to start training from September 2016 and we would be very interested to 
hear from you if you are thinking of becoming a teacher, or know someone who is. We’re looking for 
people who have (or will have) a degree, have a passion for teaching and want to inspire young 
people to fulfil their potential. 
 
We’d love you to come in and have a chat with us about the exciting teacher training opportunities 
available. Ms Beth Pettifer, Assistant Headteacher, can be contacted at St. Mary’s Menston on 01943 
883000 to arrange a date and time. We can also offer you school experience if you just want a taster 
of what teaching could be like. 
 
For further information on what becoming a teacher might involve more generally, you can also visit 
www.education.gov.uk/get-into-teaching. 
 
Support for Refugees - Student Non-Uniform Day on Friday 20 November 
“What ever you did for the least of are these, you did for me” Matthew 23:31-46 
 

As a collective effort to support the refugee crisis St. Mary’s will be directly supporting the work of St. 
Vincent de Paul in settling refugees in Leeds. We will also be supporting two charities, Kos Kindness 
and KOS Solidarity, who have asked Leeds schools to receive one of their clothing deposit boxes:  
the emphasis on second-hand/used clothing are  

 fleeces, particularly microfleece 

 track suit bottoms 

 coats 

 hats and gloves  

 trainers 

http://www.education.gov.uk/get-into-teaching


These items are needed for adults and children, but there is a particular need for male adult clothing 
and trainers.  
 
The method of collection will be: 

 items to be brought into form rooms 
 
There will be a whole school non-uniform day to support both these appeals on Friday 20 November. 
The privilege of not wearing uniform on that day will be £1, which will be collected over this week. Any 
further monetary contributions will be most gratefully received and used to full effect. 
 

Parental Consultation Evenings 4.00pm to 6.30pm 
Year 7 Parental consultation evening takes place on Thursday 19 November for Clitherow, 
Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn.   
 
Year 7 Parental consultation evening takes place on Tuesday 24 November for More, Postgate, and 
Wharton.  Appointment bookings for 24 November can be made on the booking system until 7.00 pm 
on 19 November.   
 
Uniform 
The standard of uniform is very high for the vast majority of our students.  We would ask for parents’ 
support with particular reference to skirt length: please see uniform requirements as given on the 
school’s website: www.stmarysmenston.org/uniform/ 
 
Christmas Card Competition 
Our theme for the Christmas Card Competition 2015 is: Merciful Like the Father 
The competition has been organised by the Art Department for lower school year groups, and entries  
should be in by Friday: please encourage students to get their entry in on time. 
 

Student News   

 Congratulations to Chris Jackson 11D who has been selected for the Yorkshire County Rugby 
Union squad.  Chris was selected following extensive trials where the standard was very high.  He 
has already featured in fixtures for the U16 and the U17 teams and we wish Chris all the very best 
for the future.   

 Congratulations also to Jessica Heyburn 7C who last week competed in the Celtic Association of 
Irish Dance European Championships held in Essex.  Jessica came first in the 11 Years Primary 
Championship, a huge achievement.  Jessica competed against a very strong field of 59 dancers 
from England, Ireland and Europe.  This followed her success two weeks ago at the CRDM British 
Open in Coventry where she was placed 1st in her reel.  Jessica has now qualified for the CRDM 
World Championships in 2016.  

 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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