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1. The Nature of Collective Worship 
We believe that Christian worship in a Catholic Academy names and celebrates 
God’s presence in our lives. It is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and 
thanks to God. It is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to 
enter into relationship, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the 
witness of the Holy Spirit. Collective worship in a Catholic Academy is concerned 
with the revelation of God’s presence so that praise, honour and thanksgiving 
may be given to Him. Collective worship should strengthen this Eucharistic 
community, which is called together to give witness to Jesus Christ. Collective 
worship is this community’s response to God, which invites us to enter into a 
loving relationship with Him, made possible by the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

2. Legal Requirements 
We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship 
for all pupils.1  (This can take place at any time during the school day and can be 
either a single act of worship for all pupils, or separate acts of worship in school 
groups).  We understand that simply holding an assembly that includes a prayer, 
said either by the Teacher or everyone present, does not fulfil this requirement.  
We also acknowledge that collective worship and assembly are distinct activities.  
They may sometimes form part of the same gathering, but the difference 
between the two will always be made clear. 
 
The act of worship is not designated curriculum time under regulations and will 
not be subsumed under any part of the curriculum, including Religious 
Education. 
 
In this Academy, responsibility for arranging Collective Worship rests with the 
Academy Council after consultation with the Headteacher.  

 
3. Definitions 

It is important to be clear about our use of terminology when dealing with the 
whole area of Collective Worship in schools.  Collective Worship is the term 
used in legislation in this country but it is not a phrase we would readily use in a 
Catholic context.  “Prayer” and “liturgy” are terms with which we are more 
familiar. 
 
Liturgy - literally means ‘work of the people’ and points to the fact that something 
else is going on beyond prayer. It is the formalising of worship at the heart of 
which is symbol and action. 
 
Prayer - one of the early fathers of the Church described prayer as “the raising of 
one’s mind and heart to God or requesting of good things from God.” These 
words of St. John Damascene, now found in the catechism, illustrate why in this 
Catholic school we begin sessions with a prayer. 
 

                                                
1 All maintained schools in England must provide a daily act of collective worship.  Parents have the right to 

withdraw their child from the daily act of collective worship and Sixth Formers can decide for themselves 

whether or not to attend, without giving a reason for doing so.  Schools must comply with this wish and must 

ensure a duty of care for pupils who are withdrawn from collective worship.  However, given the importance of 

prayer and liturgy in this Catholic academy, parents and prospective parents need to be aware that collective 

worship is integral to the life and character of the school and of the fact that it can never be confined to 

‘timetabled slots’ but may take place in a variety of contexts other than those which are specifically structured. 
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Collective Worship - is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s 
invitation to enter into a relationship with Godself, made possible through the 
work of Jesus Christ and witness of the Holy Spirit. 

 
4. The Place of Collective Worship in the Life of our Catholic Academy 

Collective Worship is an essential feature of the life of our Academy.  It is from 
worship of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit that the Academy derives its 
very life.  We acknowledge that it is through worship that we are sustained and 
nourished as the Catholic community of St. Mary’s.  The Book of Genesis states 
that every person is created in God’s image.  This means that human beings are 
capable of an intimacy with God through a relationship of love, reverence, awe 
and wonder.  This relationship is offered to us through the practice of Collective 
Worship.  We learn through the Story of Creation and through the life of Jesus 
that God is not an option for the human person, but is the very basis of human 
life.  The life-giving Spirit which animates us (Genesis 2:7) and the nourishment 
needed for ‘living life to the full’ (John 10:10) is on offer and discerned through a 
relationship with God, as Father, Son and Holy Spirit nurtured in Collective 
Worship. 

 
Worship in this school is more than just a legal requirement. It is an integral part 
of school life and central to the Catholic tradition. Collective worship takes into 
account the religious and educational needs of all who share in it: 

 Those who form part of the worshipping community in church 

 Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church 

 Those from other Christian traditions – or none 

 Those from other faith backgrounds 
 

It will be an educational activity or experience to which all can contribute and 
from which all can gain. 

 
The Position of the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales 
We strongly support the continuation of collective worship in all schools, 
recognising the major contribution it makes to the spiritual and moral 
development of pupils, which is the prime goal of education. It is believed by 
other faith groups to be of benefit even though its emphasis is mainly Christian. 
We look for Government support for an improvement in the quality of acts of 
collective worship and for ensuring that all pupils are able, with their parents’ 
consent, “to attend meaningful acts of worship at school.” Approved by the 
Churches Joint Education Policy Committee – 9 May 2006 – (CES) 
 

5. The Aims of Collective Worship 
At St. Mary’s, our mission is to promote Gospel values and the teachings of the 
Catholic Church through collective worship. 
‘For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them’.                  
 
We believe that collective worship in our Academy aims to provide opportunity for 
all pupils and staff: 

 To contemplate something of the mystery of God 

 To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 

 To explore their own beliefs 

 To respond to and celebrate life 

 To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit 
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 To develop a common ethos and shared values 

 To embrace diversity 

 To enrich religious experience 

 To grow in liturgical understanding and development 

 To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 

 To reinforce positive attitudes 

 To participate fully 

 To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to’ 

 To develop the skills of prayer 

 To continue the initiatives of developing the pupils’ contribution to and    
leadership in Classroom Prayer and Assemblies. These opportunities help to 
develop the pupil’s personal prayer life and relationship with God. 

 
We understand that simply holding an assembly that includes a prayer, said either 
by the teacher or everyone present, does not fulfil the legal requirement.  We also 
acknowledge that collective worship and assembly are distinct activities.  They may 
sometimes form part of the same gathering, but the difference between the two will 
always be made clear.  It is essential that all participants are aware of the distinction 
between an assembly and the act of worship and this is indicated through 
appropriate means eg a transition from assembly to worship by staff (older pupils) 
modelling the appropriate response, silence, music, lighting a candle, imagery, 
procession etc. This distinction will also be clear during the form act of worship. 
 
Principles 

All Acts of Worship in this school will: 

 Give glory and honour to God 

 Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic 
character 

 Give pupils positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude 
and family backgrounds in order to prepare them for and develop their 
capacity to take part in the liturgical life of the Church.2 

 
In order to do this, celebrations will: 

 Be kept small wherever possible or appropriate to help to personalise the 
experience 

 Be short and appropriately placed 
 
6. Implementation 

All acts of worship should: 

 Give glory and praise to God  

 Be structured to ensure a quality experience for all participants  

 Be kept to the point (and brief wherever possible) 

 Be clear in their liturgical focus and varied in their delivery 
 

At St. Mary’s, collective acts of worship will be planned around: 

    Day to day moral issues 

    Religious festivals, special days 

    Cross curricular activities 

                                                
2 Director for Masses with Children, Paragraph 9 - be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a 

variety of groupings and in a variety of settings 



5 
 

    Annual events/anniversaries 

    Aspects of the school curriculum 

   The celebration of pupil achievements 

   The inclusion of a variety of visiting speakers 

   Class led assemblies 
 

At St. Mary’s, collective worship is embedded in all strands of school life: 

 Acts of Worship in M1 

 Morning Prayer – each Form join in an act of worship in their form room. 

 Weekly class Mass – over the year, on a rotation basis, each form group will 
have the opportunity to celebrate Mass together 

 Year group Mass – each Year Group come together for mass once a year 

 Whole School Mass – the whole school community of St. Mary’s come 
together for Feast Day Mass 

 Mass of Welcome/Welcome Liturgy – for Years 7, 12 and 13. 

 Day of Welcome – for Year 7 to introduce the Catholic ethos of St. Mary’s 

 Leavers’ Masses – for Years 11 and 13 

 Key Feasts are celebrated through Mass such as Saints Peter and Paul 

 Ashing Services to mark Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent 

 All Souls Services 

 Services of Reconciliation – Year groups gather for these services before 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation 

 A variety of approaches are used in acts of worship eg poetry, music, 
scripture readings, drama, prayers, pictures, video clips, PowerPoint 
presentations, visiting speakers and personal testimony 

 
Collective worship at St. Mary’s often follows the pattern or variation of the four 
fold structure of gathering, word, action and Mission as this is derived from the 
Catholic rite of the Mass. 

 Gathering - how we come together, the setting, the environment (quiet/ 
reflective music, lighted candles, statues, sign of the cross, focus and 
examination of conscience etc) 

 Word - a reading from the Scriptures (or another suitable source), breaking 
the word, time to reflect on this and prayers to fit into the theme 

 Action - a ritual movement that everyone can join in with that fits with the 
theme (gestures such as shaking hands, holding hands, lighting a candle, 
prayers, responses to prayers, etc) 

 Mission - the sending out from the celebration, giving pupils something to 
hold onto from the experience of the liturgy that they can take into their daily 
lives 

 
 
7. Practice 

The following resources are prepared and reviewed annually by the Lay Chaplain 
and the Assistant Headteacher for Catholic Life, to facilitate Collective Worship: 

 Act of Worship for the week on the St Mary’s network. 

 Thematic calendar for Assemblies led by SLT, Heads of Year, and Tutor 
Groups  

 Form Masses during lunchtime 

 Support from Lay Chaplain, Assistant Headteacher for Catholic Life, Subject 
leader for Music for staff preparing Acts of Worship  
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 Induction for all new teachers, by Lay Chaplain and Assistant Headteacher for 
Catholic Life on distinctive nature of Catholic Schools 

 Continuing support from Lay Chaplain as and when required 

 Rotas for the local Priests who celebrate lunchtime Masses and Holy Days of 
Obligation 

 
There are also opportunities for pupils and staff to participate in prayer, 
meditation and reconciliation services in the Chapel as groups or on an individual 
basis. 

 
8. Celebration of the Eucharist 

St. Mary’s School Chaplain liaises with the Dean of the Deanery to ensure that 
Parish Priests and other Priests from the Diocese are able to celebrate events 
throughout the liturgical year. 
 
Within this Catholic Academy, it is the overall responsibility of the Governors of 
the Academy Council, in consultation with the Headteacher, to ensure that the 
legal requirements are met and opportunities for quality collective worship are 
being delivered. Those responsible will ensure that acts of worship are in 
accordance with the school’s trust deed and consistent with the rites and 
practices of the Catholic Church. 
 
This policy will monitored by the collective worship co-ordinator and will be 
evaluated and reviewed by the whole school staff every three years. Governors 
should review reports on the prayer life of the school on a termly basis. This will 
form part of the Headteacher’s Report to Governors. The following will be 
monitored: 
 

 Time set aside for collective worship 

 Whether the observed practice is consistent with agreed policy 

 Whether collective worship is resourced in terms of materials, visual aids etc 

 Staff development on collective worship and its impact  

 Prayer focus and its effectiveness in drawing pupils into prayer 

 Impact on pupils and members of the school community  

 Opportunities for pupils to develop the necessary skills to access worship and 
prayer 

 Records of themes and teachings of the Catholic Church covered in collective 
worship 

 Training and spiritual development opportunities for staff 
 
9. Resources 

   The school Chapel is an important place for the school community.  The 
Blessed Sacrament is reserved in the Chapel.  Because of this, the Chapel is 
a place for private and community prayer, for quiet and reflection. 

 Weekly form time Act of Worship on the St Mary’s computer network 

 Key liturgical events and celebrations are highlighted on the Learning 
Platform with appropriately linked prayers and reflection 

 Mission items are regularly distributed to staff and pupils to serve as a 
reminder of that particular Mass service or liturgy 

 School calendar denotes all liturgical dates  
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The School Chaplain and RE Subject Leader are supported in their co-ordination of 
collective worship by a Chaplaincy team which includes staff from many subject 
areas. 

 
10. Governor Responsibilities 

In a Catholic Academy, Governors must take account of the Articles of 
Association which states that acts of worship shall be consistent with the rites 
and practices of the Catholic Church.  Foundation Governors, appointed by the 
Bishop, have particular responsibility for seeing that the Catholic character of the 
school is reflected in Collective Acts of Worship and are in accordance with the 
Articles of Association.  Governors should also be familiar with any guidelines 
issued by the Diocese. 
 
While the Section 5 Ofsted inspection team is required to report on whether the 
school fulfils its statutory responsibility for Catholic Worship, the content of 
Collective Worship will be inspected by the Section 48 Inspector. 
 
Governors will be familiar with all documentation regarding Collective Worship 
issued on their behalf and will be actively involved in the process of Collective 
Worship development in the school (after consultation with the Headteacher). 
 

 Governors should ensure that is appropriately reviewed as part of the whole 
School Development Plan.    

 
11. Voluntary Worship and Retreats 

 Daily Morning Liturgy is open to all staff and pupils 

 All staff are encouraged to become involved in pilgrimages and Retreats such 
as Lourdes, Walsingham, Holy Island, Soli House and Ripon Cathedral 

 All Diocesan events are advertised in school 
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Eucharist 
Eucharistic celebrations in school will highlight a special occasion or celebrate a 
holy day of obligation. The same general principles will apply to planning a 
Eucharistic celebration as other acts of school worship, therefore opportunities 
for pupils to participate will be maximised.  

 
 Twice yearly, all pupils have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. 
 
 Confirmation is led through programmes of preparation in the Parishes and is 

celebrated in school by a special liturgy. 
 
 Pupils receive support in accessing other sacraments. 
 

At St. Mary’s, pupil participation in both the planning and delivery of Eucharistic 
Celebration is greatly encouraged: 

 Participation in readings 

 Participation in the writing of bidding prayers, intercessions and reflections 

 Participation in the Offertory Procession 

 Participation in the choir and orchestra 

 To bear witness. To speak of a recent event or experience worthy of sharing 

 To be servers 

 To be welcomers 

 To distribute mission items 
 

12. The Role of the Co-ordinators for Collective Worship 

 Formulating a written policy for collective worship and reviewing this policy in 
conjunction with the, Assistant Headteacher for Catholic Life, Senior 
Leadership Team Link and Lay Chaplain 

 Ensuring that the plan for collective worship forms part of the school 
development plan  

 Ensuring that collective worship is appropriate to the age, aptitudes and 
family backgrounds of pupils  

 Ensuring that collective worship takes account of the religious and 
educational needs of all who share in it 

 Organising themes for worship  

 Assisting the Governors and Headteacher to carry out their legal 
responsibilities with regard to collective worship 

 
13. Planning, Recording, Monitoring and Evaluating 

 Maintaining and developing effective procedures and documentation  

 Use of the ECL(Evaluating Catholic Life) protocol to monitor and evaluate 
provision 

 Informing the Headteacher of standards and developments in collective 
worship 
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14. Communication 

 Communicating to members of the school community the significance and 
content of Acts of Collective Worship 

 Reporting to and consulting with the Governors and Headteacher regarding 
matters of concern and development 

 Acting as consultant to colleagues  

 Encouraging positive attitudes towards collective worship  

 Informing newly appointed colleagues of school policy regarding collective 
worship 

 Communicating with parents, Academy Council and the parish community  

 Liaison with the Diocese 
 
15. Professional Development/Ongoing Formation 

 Leading and organising in-service training and ongoing formation for 
collective worship 

 Attending appropriate in-service courses and reporting back  

 Keeping up to date by personal reading 
 
16. Policy Monitoring and Review 

This policy is monitored by the Assistant Headteacher for Catholic Life and is 
evaluated and reviewed by the whole school staff and Governors every three 
years.  
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Appendix 1 
 

Definitions (clarification) 
 
“Prayer is the encounter of God’s thirst with ours.  God thirsts that we may thirst for 
God.”  (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2560) 
 
“Prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simply look turned toward heaver, it is a cry of 
recognition and of love, embracing both trial and joy.”  (Therese of Lisieux) 
 
At the heart of the Christian faith is the belief in God who communicates with people.  
God calls every human person into a loving relationship and as with every 
relationship, our relationship with God can only grow through communication.  
Prayer is the way in which we engage in communication with God.  Christians 
believe that prayer is essential to human fulfilment for it is only in God that we can 
discover ourselves, our meaning and our purpose. 
 
“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in 
You.”  (St. Augustine) 
 
 
Prayer consists of: 
 
Listening – being attentive to the voice of God in every moment of life. 
 
Speaking – expressing our heart’s deepest longings and desire to the One who 
knows and understands us better than we know and understand ourselves. 
 
Reflecting – thinking about our relationship with God.  Pondering on the actions of 
God in history and in the unfolding mystery of our lives. 
 
Resting – simply being consciously in the presence of God, knowing that we are 
loved. 
 
One of the Early Fathers of the Church described prayers as “….. the raising of 
one’s mind and heart to God or the requesting of good things from God.”  These 
words of St. John Damascene have become a classical definition of prayer and they 
point to the reason why, in a Catholic school, we begin and end each session of the 
day in prayer.  Prayer can have a variety of forms and styles and express different 
things.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church identifies the following forms of 
prayer: 
 

 Blessed and Adoration – the prayer which blesses God for the goodness which 
has been shown to humankind 

 Petition – the prayer which asks for forgiveness and which calls for the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God 

 Intercession – consists in asking on behalf of another 

 Thanksgiving – acknowledging the gifts which God has given 

 Praise – the prayer which praises God simply because God is (CCC 2623-2649) 
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Liturgy 
The liturgy is the summit towards which the activity of the Church is directed; it is 
also the fount from which all her power flows.  (This is the Liturgy 10) 
“Liturgy” literally means, “work of the people”, and points to the fact that something 
else is going on beyond prayer.  It is the formalising of worship at the heart of which 
is symbol and action.  Liturgy makes explicit the celebration deriving from and 
highlighting every instance of worship, which occurs in our daily lives.  To liturgical 
celebration therefore should be brought all human symbols of expression – art, 
dance, poetry, music, gesture, stillness (see ‘Children’s Directory for Masses’). 
 
The ‘Liturgy of the Word with Children, Guidelines’ (1996 The Bishop’s Conference 
of England and Wales) lists the General Principles of Liturgy: 
 

 Liturgy is the praise and worship of God 

 Liturgy is the source and summit of the Church’s life and our lives 

 It is the right and duty of all baptised, both children and adults 

 The function of the liturgy is to build up members of Christ’s body, to strengthen 
us in preaching Christ 

 Liturgy is action and symbol; it speaks to the whole person, it involves all the 
senses; sight, touch, sound, taste and smell 

 Participating in liturgy forms our habits because we are ritual people and learn 
through repetition and copying 

 In liturgy we discover the riches of prayer, through word and gesture, silence and 
stillness 

 The purpose of adapting liturgy for children is to lead them into full, conscious 
and active participation in the liturgy of the parish 

 Liturgy with children, as with adults, demands dignity, clarity and simplicity 
 
Collective Worship 
God is present and active in all authentic human experience.  We already have a 
graced life and worship is naming and celebrating this reality in the Christian 
tradition.  God is reached through the world and adored within it.  Creating a sacred 
space for worship is to create a space where the unity of God and creation is 
reverently symbolised and celebrated.  Worship and the words and rituals we use 
should not sever us from the ordinary circumstances of our lives but rather unite us 
more closely to them. 
 

 Worship remembers and celebrates the marvellous things God works in our lives.  
It celebrates God’s presence in our lives.  Worship should not feel like an 
interruption from a different world.  It is a spontaneous response to life. 

 Collective Worship is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to 
God.  It is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into 
relationship made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 Worship will be at the very heart of every Catholic school and must reflect 
something special or separate from ordinary school activities. 
 

Prayer may be an individual experience, or if it is an activity with others may form 
part of an act of worship. 
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All liturgies involve the praise, thanksgiving and adoration of God and are, therefore, 
acts of worship.  However, not all worship will be liturgy as it may or may not include 
symbol and action. 
 
An assembly is an experience of gathering/assembling in school.  It may include an 
act of worship but the difference between worship and assembly must always be 
clear. 
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