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Our Purpose 

The work of the school is the spiritual, moral, intellectual, aesthetic and physical development of 

each pupil. It seeks to put Christ at the centre of every activity, worship, learning and service to 

others. Homework plays a critical role in the development of each pupil and their search for 

academic excellence. As a learning community, we recognise that homework is an integral part of 

the learning experience.  

This homework policy outlines the school’s procedure for the setting and recording of homework. 

It is our belief that meaningful, manageable and motivating homework will ensure:  

 pupils engage in learning outside of the classroom environment 

 a love of learning is fostered 

 learning is consolidated 

 organisational skills are developed 

 independence is promoted  

 strong academic outcomes and success are achieved by all pupils.  

 

Setting of Homework Tasks 
Pre-prepared homework tasks for key stage three and four pupils will be created and published each term. 

These pre-prepared tasks will ensure homework is considered in advance, is meaningful and motivational. 

Pre-prepared homework tasks will be set for each subject. The tasks will link directly to the topics being 

studied within the classroom environment. The pre-prepared homework tasks will provide the minimum 

expected home study required for each subject within a term. It will be at the discretion of the classroom 

teacher when each pre-prepared homework task is to be set to allow for timing variations in teaching and 

learning. A teacher may make a reasonable adjustment to the pre-prepared task for an SEND pupil if 

required. Key stage five pupils will be set homework at the discretion of the individual subject teacher. For 

sixth form students it is recommended that for every hour spent learning in the classroom another hour is 

spent completing independent work for that subject.  

 

Publishing and Recording of Homework Tasks 
The pre-prepared homework tasks for key stage three and four will be published at the beginning of each 

term on the SIMS parent app and the school website so parents and pupils can see the homework tasks to 

be completed each term. During the lesson, pupils will record the homework task and the deadline in the 

pupil planner so they have a written record to refer to. Support with the recording of homework will be 

provided for SEND pupils if required. Key stage five tasks will not be published on the SIMS parent app or 

on the school website. Key stage five pupils will record their homework in their planner.  

 

Regularity of Homework 
The quantity of homework pupils will complete each week can vary depending on the curriculum time 

allocation for each subject, the age range of the pupils and the nature of the homework task. As a learning 

community, we believe it is essential that all homework tasks are meaningful and manageable for pupils. 

The emphasis is on the quality of homework rather than the quantity. Publishing the termly homework 

tasks on the SIMS parent app and school website will allow parents and pupils to see the quality (and 

quantity) of the homework tasks to be completed for each subject.   
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Types of Homework 
The key stage three and four pre-prepared homework tasks will take one of two forms. They will be either 

preparation work for future learning or consolidation work for past learning. Examples of preparation 

homework tasks could include reading in advance of a new topic, pre topic research work, watching an 

online video clip in advance of learning or preparation of pre topic questions. Examples of consolidation 

homework tasks could include creating mind maps or other revision tools to consolidate learning, learning 

of key knowledge or vocabulary for a test, answering of an examination style question, feed forward 

improvement work or completion of an online test to check understanding.  

 

Uploading and Accessing Homework Resources 

Teachers may provide supporting homework resources such as information sheets, worksheets or 

PowerPoints. These will be uploaded onto the homework section of St Mary’s website. 

 

Use of the School Library 

Pupils will have access to the supervised school library each evening from 3:00pm - 4:00pm if they require a 

quiet space to complete homework tasks. Pupils must have a written note from their parent/carer if they 

wish to use this space. SEND pupils will also have access to the Hub homework club on a Tuesday or 

Wednesday evening.  

 

Incomplete Homework 

It is an expectation that set homework tasks are completed by the deadline. Teachers will check 

homework completion and make a written record of any pupil who has not completed the task by 

the deadline. The teacher will speak individually to the pupil to establish the reason for the 

incomplete work. As per the whole school behaviour policy, a second opportunity will be provided 

for the pupil to complete the homework by an agreed new deadline. The agreed new deadline 

should reflect the reason for the incomplete homework and the circumstances of the pupil. The 

teacher will record a C2 in the pupil planner unless there is a valid reason for the incomplete 

homework. The teacher will check the homework has been completed by the new deadline. If a 

pupil does not complete the homework on a second occasion, and there is no valid reason for this, 

a C3 subject detention will be issued, recorded on SIMS and will be written in the pupil planner.    
 

Quality Assurance of Homework Setting and Recording  

The school is committed to ensuring high quality purposeful homework is set and completed by all 

pupils. All termly pre-prepared homework tasks will be collaboratively agreed and created by each 

subject team. Faculty and subject leaders will submit the agreed termly subject homework tasks to 

the TLG (Teaching and Learning Leadership Group) for quality assurance prior to publication.  

Faculty leaders, subject leaders and senior leaders will quality assure the setting and completion of 

homework when conducting a PPW (pupil progress walk) and a PWS (pupil work scrutiny). During 

a PPW pupils will be questioned about homework and pupil planners will be checked to ensure set 

homework tasks are recorded.  
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Key Roles and Expectations 

In order to ensure high quality and purposeful homework is set, completed and checked, teachers, pupils, 

parents, form tutors, faculty/subject leaders and senior leaders have a key role to play.   

 

 

 

 
 

 




