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Dear Parent/Carer        12 December 2014  
 
Outstanding Ofsted Report for St. Mary’s, Menston 
 
I am pleased to provide you with the report of our recent OFSTED inspection.  The 
inspection, using the new ‘more rigorous’ framework took place on 25th and 26th 
November and involved 5 inspectors spending time in school observing lessons and 
having meetings with staff, students and governors. The inspectors were also able to 
take into account the views of parents through the use of parent view on the 
OFSTED website.  
 
I am delighted with the outcome of the inspection, where the grade awarded by the 
inspectors for the overall effectiveness of the school is OUTSTANDING.  An 
outstanding school is defined as highly effective in delivering outcomes that provide 
exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs.  In order to achieve this overall grade, the 
school was graded as outstanding in the following sub-categories of the inspection: 
Achievement of Pupils, Quality of Teaching, Behaviour and Safety of Pupils, as well 
as, Leadership and Management. The Sixth form provision was graded as good. The 
inspection team provided the following reasons for awarding the outstanding grade:  
 

 St Mary’s Menston Catholic Voluntary Academy is an outstanding provider of 
education. It prepares young people extremely well for their future careers 
regardless of individual background or personal aspiration.  

 All groups of students in Key Stages 3 and 4 make outstanding progress. They 
leave Year 11 with results that are very high compared to national averages.  

 The sixth form is good. Students are happy and do well in their studies.  

 Students feel safe and are safe. They are happy, eloquent and very caring 
individuals who respect, and are respected by, their staff. The overwhelming 
majority of parents agree that their children are safe in the academy. 

 Attendance levels at the academy are very high and improving further. Persistent 
absence rates are low and continuing to fall.  

 Students’ attitudes to learning are extremely positive. 

 Students’ behaviour is impeccable. They are punctual, polite and respectful, 
dressed smartly and prepared for lessons. 

 Teachers know their subjects well and use their knowledge to good effect. 

 Marking is regular and helps students to make strong progress. 

 Procedures to monitor the quality of teaching are robust and secure. 

 The monitoring of students’ progress is focused and leading to good identification 
of groups of students so that their needs are well met. 

 Leaders at all levels share a passion and vision for students of all ages to do their 
very best. Students respond well to this high aspiration. 



 

 Governors and senior leaders set themselves high goals and reflect accurately 
on how their actions are affecting positively on the outcomes for students. 

 Both the Academy Trust and Academy Governing Body challenge leaders well. 
They know their students and staff and ensure that the very best outcomes are 
achieved for most.   

 
The report also makes recommendations of what the school should do to improve 
further.  A particularly pleasing factor of the report is that the inspectors agreed with 
our own self-evaluation regarding the strengths and areas for development within the 
school and they were fully supportive of the plans that we have in place to develop 
further.  
 
I hope that you share my pride in the outcome of this inspection, which is the first 
Outstanding section 5 Ofsted grading in the history of the school.  This comes only 
months after the school was graded as Outstanding in the Diocesan Section 48 
inspection, with St Mary’s being the only Secondary School within the Diocese being 
graded as Outstanding in both inspection regimes.  This is the reward for the hard 
work of all members of the school community, which has come to fruition in this 50th 
Anniversary year of Catholic education at St. Mary’s. 
 
The school is committed to providing world class Catholic education with Christ at 
the centre of all that we do: and I am confident that this success will continue as the 
school moves from strength to strength over the coming years.  
 
I would like to thank pupils, staff, parents and governors for their support during the 
inspection process.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Darren Beardsley  
Headteacher 


