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What is More Able, Gifted and Talented? 
Gifted learners have abilities in one or more subject areas and the potential to attain distinctly 
above average for that cohort.  

The definition of a Gifted pupil at St Mary’s  

A pupil who shows an interest in a subject area beyond the constraints of the curriculum. They 
have the ability to learn quickly and a desire to acquire knowledge over a wide range of subjects. 
They show abilities to a level significantly higher than others in the same year group. They are 
nominated by subject staff and if they appear on the lists for two or more subject areas they 
will be defined as a gifted pupil. 

Talented learners display practical skills and have the potential to be distinctly above average in 
one or more areas of human performance. 

The definition of a Talented pupil at St Mary’s  

A pupil who shows exceptional ability in Music, Physical Education and Art. They must produce 
work well above that of what is usually expected for pupils of their age. 

 

More Able, Gifted and Talented in St Mary’s 2015-16 
As part of the on-going commitment to differentiated and personalised learning at St Mary’s, a 
central register of those involved in the Gifted and Talented program will be reviewed and 
updated on an annual basis. Students may enter or exit from the register at the end and start of 
an academic year as it is a measure of ability in relation to their peers.   
 

An OFSTED report published in June 2013 on ‘The most able students: are they doing as 
well as they should in our non-selective secondary schools?’ noted in its survey findings 
that the schools who were doing well at meeting the needs of this cohort shared characteristics 
which included: 

• Early identification of the most able students so that teaching was adapted, and the curriculum 
tailored, to meet their needs. 

• Flexibility on the curriculum, allowing the most able students to be challenged and extended. 

• Tight checks on the progress of the most able students so that any slippage was identified and 
acted upon. 

• An effective programme that encouraged and supported the most able students to apply to our 
most prestigious universities. 

 
In the light of this recommendation, the Gifted and Talented cohort, as identified by subject staff, 
will be invited to participate in an extra-curricular programme which will run for the duration of 
the academic year. Students will receive coaching and mentoring support from an identified 
member of staff in a subject area which reflects their academic strengths and be working to 



develop enhanced study skills, deeper subject knowledge and the benefits associated from 
participating and leading groups. This year’s project is centred around the theme of time travel 
and will culminate in an evening event where all those participating in the program will be 
involved. 
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In addition… 
This year we are aiming to offer students the opportunity to focus and develop ‘creative thinking 
skills’ through attendance at an junior academic conference in Harrogate, or through participating 
in a thinking skills workshop run in school, dependent on age. More details to follow. 
 
How can I help? 
St Mary’s recognises that communication with the parents of Gifted and Talented pupils is 
essential so that there can be a home-school partnership in working towards supporting their 
educational needs. We ask that you support your child in the following ways: 
 

• Encourage their participation in this year’s extra-curricular project and attendance at 
meetings. 

• Encourage them to take part in the competitions, extra-curricular activities and events 
organised within faculty areas. 

• Ensure they are completing homework and support them in independent revision in the 
months preceding exams. 

• Support and cultivate their interests which are extensions of, or outside, the core 
curriculum. 

• Be aware of their career ambitions and the qualifications, skills and grades that they will 
need to achieve to enter them. These criteria change every year and entry requirements for 
some depend upon subject GCSE grades. 

 

	

	

“_____ is the year 

that…” 
 

EITHER – researching the impact that a specific year has had 
on your specific subject/ faculty area 

 
OR – Think BIG and research the possibilities of time travel… 

 


