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The Pupil Premium 
 
KEY PRIORITY 
Pupil premium is additional funding intended to support our students currently on or 
who have, in the previous six years, received free school meals (FSM/everFSM6) 
and/or are looked after young people (CLA) or the children of Service families. 
 
STRATEGIC LEAD 
Deputy Headteacher in charge of Achievement, Intervention and Teaching and 
Learning. 
 
WHAT WE EXPECT TO SEE 
Targeted and focused additional intervention strategies resulting in every student, 
however financially disadvantaged, being able to maximise their potential through: 
- Improving levels of attainment and progress 
- Fully accessing our extended curriculum provision 

 
CONTEXT 
 
The Pupil Premium was introduced by the Coalition Government in April 2011. This 
additional funding is paid to schools in respect of their disadvantaged pupils:  

• Pupils who have been registered for free schools meals (FSM) at any point in the 
last six years. 

• Pupils looked after continuously by the local authority for more than six months. 
• Pupils from Service families 

FSM is the only pupil level measure of deprivation available to schools and the link 
between FSM eligibility and school underachievement is very strong. Schools 
receive Pupil Premium funding to support their eligible pupils and narrow the 
attainment gap between them and their peers. 
  
In addition St. Mary’s also received an additional £500 for each year 7 pupil who did 
not achieve level 4 or better at Key Stage 2 in reading and/or maths (the expected 
Key Stage 2 attainment). This funding known as ‘Catch Up Premium’  (CUP) is used 
to give these pupils valuable additional provision and is intended to help these 
students catch up in literacy and numeracy as early as possible in their secondary 
education and therefore enable them to access the secondary curriculum more fully. 
  
The Pupil Premium for 2013-14 was set by the government at £900 per eligible pupil; 
with a smaller amount £250 paid to schools in respect of children whose parents are 
currently serving in the armed forces. The Pupil Premium for 2014-15 will rise to 
£935 per eligible pupil. 
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In the Financial Year 2013-14 St. Mary’s had 94 students eligible for the Pupil 
Premium which generated a total income of £89,618. In addition, the school also 
received £13,500 in Catch Up Premium. 
 
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENT DATA FOR THOSE PUPILS FOR WHOM THE 
PUPIL PREMIUM PROVIDES SUPPORT 
 
 
Students on Roll (7-11) 947 100% 
Students eligible for Pupil 
Premium (7-11) 

94 10% 

 
 
GCSE KEY INDICATORS 
 
 St. Mary’s 

Non-Pupil 
Premium 
Students 

St. Mary’s 
Pupil 
Premium 
Students 

National 
Average  Non 
CLA/FSM 
(2012 Data) 

Difference 
(+/-) 
From 
National 
Average Non 
CLA/FSM 

5 A*-C incl. 
English & 
Maths 

81.7 63 67 -4 

Capped 
Points 

369.8 332.4 350.9 -18.5 

% 3 levels of 
Progress 
(Eng) 

77 58 74 -16 

% 3 levels of 
Progress 
(Maths) 

85 70 76 -6 

% 4 levels of 
Progress 
(Eng) 

35 16 34 -18 

% 4 levels of 
Progress 
(Maths) 

47 20 37 -17 

 
 
The performance of Pupil Premium (PP) students at St. Mary’s is higher than similar 
students nationally in almost all of the key indicators and the pupil premium funding 
has accelerated the learning and enhanced the achievement of many of these 
students and many other identified cohorts. We set challenging targets for all of our 
students (including our PP students) and are focused upon narrowing the gap in 
achievement between this group and their peers.  
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Our outstanding results at GCSE are the result of a most cohesive whole school 
intervention strategy which is designed to maximise the achievement of all. 
Additionally, many of the interventions we have implemented have inevitably 
enhanced the achievement of many other ‘vulnerable’ students and similarly, 
improvement initiatives such as the whole-school assessment strategy Feed 
Forward have been for the benefit of all students. 
 
At St. Mary’s we value and recognise that if pupils are to make optimum progress, 
they need to feel safe and secure. Pupil premium funding enables school to allow 
additional targeted mentoring, counselling and therapeutic support to provide for the 
emotional needs of our most vulnerable students. 
 
SIXTH FORM STUDENTS 
 
Our tracking, monitoring and provision of vulnerable students extend in to our sixth 
form where we continue to recognise the needs of those ever FSM6/CLA students. 
As is the case in the main school, we make appropriate provision for these students 
through a programme of targeted and bespoke support so that they are enabled to 
move on successfully to their preferred post-18 pathway of education, employment 
or training. Our financial commitment to our whole school intervention strategy is 
boosted by the pupil premium funding. 
 
ACHIEVEMENT DATA  
 
 
 2014 non-pupil 

premium 
2014 pupil 
premium 

2012 national 
comparison 

Year 13 students 122 4  
KS4 average 
points on entry 

48.1 46.9 43.7 

APPS 896 881 733 
APPE 210 196 214 
3 or more A*-E 90% 100% 83% 
2 or more A*-E 97% 100% 93% 
A*-B 48% 25% 51% 
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Pupil Premium Expenditure 2013-2014 
 
The pupil premium funding has contributed to a wide range of interventions: 
 

• Increased staffing to allow smaller class sizes in Years 7 & 8 in English and 
Mathematics £12,000 

• Increased teaching time in English at KS4 (8 periods per fortnight) £8,000 
• Appointment of HLTA to deliver literacy intervention £22,000 
• Literacy intervention programme delivered to ‘vunerable’ students in Year 8 in 

timetabled lessons £10,000 
• Specialist teachers in English and Mathematics allocated to support the 

achievement of PP and below level 4 students in 1-1 and small groups 
£15,000 

• Strengthening the CEIAG team to ensure that PP students receive 
appropriate specialist guidance to enable them to move successfully on to 
post-16 and post-18 pathways £1,500 

• Funding of Sixth Form tutor groups to enable mentoring and appropriate 
CEIAG to take place £4,000 

• Investment in literacy and numeracy software and other resources to enhance 
the learning of those working below level 4 on entry £2,000 

• A variety of pastoral provision and intervention including the use of learning 
mentors and Catholic Care counselling £15,000 

• 2 Middle Leaders engaged in in-house research projects on narrowing the 
gap in achievement between PP and all other students (NPQSL) £1480 

• Purchase of additional, appropriate fiction and non-fiction titles for struggling 
readers £300 

• Purchase of materials to support interventions £1,500 
• Funding to provide access to resources and extra-curricular activities for 

Music lessons £700 
• Extended Curriculum opportunities (see Extended Curriculum Survey) £4,000 
• CPD for staff delivered through the Leeds Learning Plartnership on using 

feedback to secure successful outcomes for students £2,500 
• KS3 reading recovery/support programmes: Reads United and Toe by Toe 

£1,000 
 
Approximate total spend: £97,000 
Contribution from school’s own budget: £7,000 
 
2014-2015 Academic Year 
 
In 2014-2015 St. Mary’s expects to receive £86,020 from Pupil Premium funding. In 
addition to the Pupil Premium, St. Mary’s expects to receive an additional £500 for 
every student who has not achieved at least Level 4 (the expected KS2 attainment) 
in reading and/or Mathematics. We thereby estimate that the Catch Up Premium 
funding will amount to approximately £10,000 
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To maximise the achievement of those students for whom the pupil premium 
provides support and below Level 4 students, St. Mary’s is using the funding to 
facilitate the interventions offered in the core subjects of English and Mathematics to 
ensure that all students are given the necessary support in their acquisition of 
literacy and numeracy skills. As in 2013-2014, Pupil Premium funding will be used to 
support a variety of other interventions and enrichment opportunities including: 
 

• Appointment of a second HLTA to deliver literacy and numeracy interventions  
at Key Stage 3 £22,000 

• Purchase of numeracy software (Numicon) to enhance the learning of those 
working below Level 4 on entry £4,000 

• Purchase of iPads to enhance the learning of students receiving wave 2 and 
wave 3 literacy and numeracy interventions £5,000 

• Investment in ‘Show My Homework’ online service to support the learning of 
all pupils beyond the classroom £2,000 

• Resourcing and staffing of after school homework club £5,000 
• Increased staffing to allow smaller class sizes in Years 7 & 8 in English and 

Mathematics £12,000 
• Increased teaching time in English at KS4 (8 periods per fortnight) £8,000 
• Appointment of HLTA to deliver literacy intervention £22,000 
• Literacy intervention programme delivered to ‘vunerable’ students in Year 8 in 

timetabled lessons £10,000 
• Specialist teachers in English and Mathematics allocated to support the 

achievement of PP and below level 4 students in 1-1 and small groups 
£15,000 

• Strengthening the CEIAG team to ensure that PP students receive 
appropriate specialist guidance to enable them to move successfully on to 
post-16 and post-18 pathways £1,500 

• Funding of Sixth Form tutor groups to enable mentoring and appropriate 
CEIAG to take place £4,000 

• A variety of pastoral provision and intervention including the use of learning 
mentors and Catholic Care counselling £15,000 

• Purchase of materials to support interventions £1,500 
• Funding to provide access to resources and extra-curricular activities for 

Music lessons £700 
• Extended Curriculum opportunities (see Extended Curriculum Survey) £4,000 
• CPD for staff delivered through the Leeds Learning Partnership on using 

feedback to secure successful outcomes for students £2,500 
• KS3 reading recovery/support programmes: Reads United and Toe by Toe 

£1,000 
 

Anticipated total spend: £130,000 
Anticipated contribution from school’s own budget: £43,000 


