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L      ast July 50 students set out 
on their World Challenge 
Expedition to Tanzania 

having spent the previous 20 
months fundraising and working 
towards their departure.

Their month long expedition into 
Tanzania covered diverse and 
culturally challenging experiences 
for the students who had planned 
their own itinerary from the 
beginning.  Arriving in Nairobi, 
they spent their first night camping 
and attempting to do some group 
cooking with local produce over 
a charcoal fire. This was repeated 
several times during their stay with 
varying levels of success.  

Students had to manage all 
aspects of their travel, including 
accommodation, shopping and 

feeding themselves.  A meal 
of traditional local food was 
occasionally provided by the Nuns 
or Masai or teachers at the schools 
as we camped and trekked our way 
through the Usambaras Mountains,  
not forgetting the gallons of ginger 
porridge and soups provided by 
the porters on our treks to Mount 
Meru and Kilimanjaro.   The 
trekking routes took us through 
spectacular areas of varied terrain 
and were a test of the stamina and 
commitment of all individuals and 
of the team spirit of the group as 
everyone  worked closely together, 
supporting one another.

The projects at the various primary 
schools ranged from preparing an 
area for a new chicken hut and run 
(as part of their sustainable food 
supply), to completing foundations 
for two classrooms; from planing 
hard wood to completing windows, 
shelves, tables and benches, which 

established a new library.  The 
school pupils loved the presence of 
our students and relished the range 
of games and activities that our 
students organized for them.  

A day and overnight Safari to 
the Ngorongoro Crater (about 3 
million years old),  travelling via the 
Karatu Highlands to the Serengeti 
and Lake Manyara allowed us 
to witness a vast array of wildlife 
and provided many photographic 
opportunities.  Finally students 
arranged their recovery and some 
clean up time on the coast at 
Bagamoyo, Kipepeo, Pangania 
and Dar es Salamm, camping on 
beaches or staying in huts enjoying 
some sunbathing, snorkelling, and 
turtle hatching.  

The Expedition allowed pupils to 
gain real-life experience across an 
array of subject areas as well as 
helping them to build confidence 
for travel in the future.  

Many thanks to all parents of 
challengers for your support with 
fundraising activities.
A job well done Challengers, and 
long may your memories last.
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German Exchange
The German exchange returned 
recently. We hope they had an 
enjoyable visit and we look forward 
to reporting their news in the next 
issue.

Sicilian Exchange 
The Sicilian exchange took place 
the week before the October half 
term holidays involving 15 year 11 
pupils. The group was a real credit 
to the school and they conducted 
themselves impeccably throughout 
the week. They visited Syracuse and 
Etna (which fortunately decided 
not to erupt that day) and they 
spent time in school participating 
in activities and lessons. This year, 
for the first time, our students 
were involved in delivering an 
English lesson to the Primary 
School. They certainly rose to 
the challenge, and with very little 
preparation managed to keep pupils 
between the ages of  7-10 highly 
entertained through renditions 
of Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes. They 
did a fantastic job 
and some showed 
definite teaching 
ability- watch this 
space! 

While in Sicily, 
we had a meeting 
with 

the mayor of Caltagirone and even 
managed to get ourselves onto the 
local news (now on YouTube).  

The Sicilians will return to St 
Mary’s in March 2013. 

French Exchange
44 students arrived from the Lycée 
Murat in Issoire, on Friday 14th 
December as part of the year 10 
French Exchange. They spent 
a week with host families and 
experienced all the festivities in the 
run up to the Christmas holidays. 
They attended the Christmas 
Carol Concert at Leeds Trinity 
University; saw the production 
of A Wind in the Willows at 
the West Yorkshire Playhouse; 
experienced a day in an English 
school and visited local towns and 
cities including Leeds, York and 

Whitby. As if tasting the delights of 
a good old fish and chip supper in 
Whitby were not enough, they also 
enjoyed a festive Christmas dinner 
in school with their partners during 
the week. 

The exchange is a fantastic 
opportunity for cultural and 
linguistic exchange, not only 
for the pupils, but also for the 
families involved and the school 
community. After a succsessful 
week, we look forward to a return 
visit in May. Thank you to all 
parents and students involved for 
making our French visitors feel so 
welcome.

Languages Roundabout
To celebrate European Languages 
Day on the 26th September, St 
Mary’s hosted its own International 
Languages Day on 25th September 
for Key Stage 3. 

On this day, Years 7 and 8 
experienced three taster sessions of 
different languages from Europe 
and around the world including 
Spanish, Romanian, Swedish, 
Italian, Gaelic, Chinese, Latin and 

Zulu. The aim was to 
allow our students to 
experience different 

languages 
and learn 
about 
different 

places, in 
the hope 
that 

http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DNWg8G1srrvQ%26sns%3Dem%20
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they will recognise the importance 
of speaking a second language, 
no matter what language that is. 
The event was a huge success and 
received a lot of positive feedback 
from pupils and staff. 

Thank you to all the staff from 
across different subjects areas who 
took part and to pupils for being so 
positive about the event. I hope you 
are displaying your certificates with 
pride! 

Connecting Classrooms
The Leeds cluster of schools 
(St. Mary’s, Corpus Christi 
and Beechwood Primary) won 
funding for a further year for the 
Connecting Classrooms Noboa 
Project. 

This links these three schools with 
St. Mary’s existing partnership in 
Mnyakanya, South Africa, and 
a cluster of schools in Western 
Ghana. St. Mary’s is directly 

linked with Sefwi Wiawso Senior 
High Technical College in Ghana. 
This funding will allow the 
Project, based on the idea of joint 
curriculum work and professional 
development of teachers, to pursue 
the theme of the environment. 

The central activity of this project 
is a photography competition: My 
World, My Lens. 

This will allow students in all 
three countries to photograph their 
local environment and explore 
the themes of sustainability and 
identity. The successful entries to 
the competition will be displayed in 
a mobile exhibition that will tour 
Leeds before travelling through 
our link countries. The funding 
supports reciprocal visits so we can 
look forward to a delegation of 
our colleagues from South Africa 
coming to Leeds in the coming 
year to develop literacy strategies 
and education for sustainable 
development.

Comenius: Our mobile School
At the end of the summer term, our 
school was accepted onto another 
Comenius project, this time 
entitled “Our Mobile
 School” 

The aim of this project is that, in 
Summer 2013 and in Summer 
2014, some St. Mary’s staff and 
pupils will join 7 other schools for 
a week long mobile school with 
internationally mixed classes. 
Lessons across a variety of themes 
will take place and activities will 
be organised during the week 
to enable pupils to learn about 
different cultures and make lasting 
friendships. 

The first “Mobile School” will be 
held in Belgium and the second 
will be held in England. The 
Olympics was big, but it will have 
nothing on this! 

In preparation for these events, 
a planning meeting was held in 
November at the Lycée Murat in 
France attended by two St Mary’s 
staff. Due to our long standing 
relationship with the French 
school in Issoire, we were able to 
take the Year 13 French group 
too, who were hosted in families 
for five nights, giving them an 
amazing opportunity to practise 
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their language skills. The students 
had a great time, and we were able 
to briefly visit Lyon on the return 
journey, to take in the sights of the 
city from La Fourvière. 

As well as the Mobile School, 
throughout the project, other 
activities will take place in school. 
Each Christmas, hampers are 
sent to and received from each 
of the countries in the project. 
This year, selected forms sent 
hampers to France, Belgium (2 
schools), Northern Ireland, Sicily, 
Poland and Switzerland.  Regular 
web chats will also take place 
throughout the project.

Spelling Bee

All Year 7 pupils have been taking 
part in a Spelling Bee this year 
during the course of their French 
lessons. The aim of the Spelling 
Bee is for students in Year 7, who 
are beginners in a foreign language, 
to practise and improve their 
vocabulary, spelling, pronunciation 
and memory skills in French. The 
first stage was a class competition 
where students had to learn to 
spell 50 French words. They did 
exceptionally well and the calibre of 

French spelling was outstanding. 

Well done to the following pupils 
who won in their class:

Keith Bray   7C 
Rory Collen   7C 
Phoebe Dunsire 7D 
Kieran Roebuck 7D 
Tahlia Griffiths 7P 
Katie Kennedy  7P 
Dhugal Sandground 7F 
Ben Clarke  7F 
Kathryn Bradley 7W 
Maja Dworak-Kula 7W 
Olivia Brady  7M 
Emilia Corkery 7M 
Rhiannon Boardman 7G 
Lily Humphreys 7G 
  
The second stage is a school 
competition, leading to regional, 
and then hopefully national finals. 
Bonne chance!
   

Bambisanani Partnership, South 
Africa

St. Mary’s reach out in South 
Africa to keep an Olympic 
promise

Over the past six years, St. 
Mary’s has developed a unique 
partnership with a school in one 

of South Africa’s poorest rural 
areas. In summer 2012, fourteen 
students, three members of staff 
and a business sponsor visited 
Mnyakanya School in the Nkandla 
region of Kwa Zulu Natal to 
develop the collaborative work 
between the two schools and wider 
community, which is referred to 
as the Bambisanani Partnership 
(Bambisanani being the Zulu word 
for ‘working hand in hand’). The 
project was originally inspired by 
the UK’s successful bid to host 
the Olympic Games this year with 
the specific aim to ‘reach out to 
the world and inspire a generation 
through sport’. 

This visit was led by Mr Geldart 
supported by Mr Green and Mrs 
Pounder from St. Mary’s and Chris 
Crowther from business sponsor 
and supporter Cardinal Maritime. 
The students included: Hannah 
Armitage, George Barber, Ruth 
Bevan, Holly Charles, Joe Doonan, 
Mark Haluszczak, Cait Hanstock, 
Ryan Houston, Natalie Meachin, 
Beth Pounder, Maisie Sammon, 
Declan Smith, Liam Ward and 
Emma Williams.

The Nkandla region is in the heart 
of Zululand and is extremely 
deprived with 90% unemployment, 
60% adult illiteracy and one of the 
highest HIV/Aids rates in the world 
with one in three adults infected.

The Bambisanani Partnership has a 
key focus to use sport as a catalyst 
to promote education, leadership, 
health and global understanding.



During the visit, the St. Mary’s 
students, supported by the Eshowe 
students, mentored twenty 
Mnyakanya students on the 
Bambisanani Leadership Course. 
An aspect of the course was for 
students from all three schools 
to jointly organise and deliver an 
Olympic themed Sports Festival 
and a Literacy Festival for four local 
Primary Schools.

The mentoring programme was a 
tremendous success as were both 
festivals. Students from St. Mary’s, 
Eshowe and Mnyakanya taught 
reading and sports skills to over 
sixty children from local Primary 
Schools at a festival on the final day 
of the visit.

Whilst at Mnyakanya, St. Mary’s 
students also taught a range of 
subjects and activities to students 
including Biology, Maths, French, 
German, Geography, English, 
Dance, Football, Rugby and the 
history of the Olympic Games. 

The St. Mary’s team brought with 
them much needed equipment 
for Mnyakanya School including 
books for the Bambisanani Library 
(opened two years) ago, calculators, 
stationery and resources for 
Art, Science, Sport and Health 
education.
 
On Nelson Mandela Day (a special 
day of volunteering in South 
Africa) the St. Mary’s team spent 
time working at the Zulufadder 
Orphanage.  Zulufadder is a small 
organization that supports and 
cares for HIV/Aids orphans and 

vulnerable children throughout 
Kwa Zulu Natal.

The final day culminated not 
only in the Festivals but also in 
a remarkable celebration event 
at Mnyakanya attended not 
only by school members but 
also community members and 
politicians. 

William Vilakazi, Principal of the 
school, praised the commitment of 
St. Mary’s to the partnership:-
“The Bambisanani Partnership 
continues to be an inspiration to 
our school and community. We 
all learn from working together 
and the focus on developing young 
leaders is changing people’s lives.  
What this partnership teaches 
cannot be learned from books”

At a celebration ceremony at the 
end of the week, a range of awards 
were presented to students for their 
achievements.  At this event the 
twenty four South African students 
proudly received the Bambisanani 
Leadership Award in recognition of 
successfully completing the course.

A number of very special annual 
awards were also presented. Two 
years a young man from Otley 
named Laurie McCauley sadly 
died. Laurie was passionate about 
sport and literature and his family 
donated two special awards in these 
areas to be presented annually at 
Mnyakanya School to support the 
partnership. The awards are referred 
to as Laurie’s Legacy and this year 
the Most Improved Footballer 
Award was won by Nzama Slindelo 

and the Creative Writing Award 
by Precious Nxumalo.  At the 
ceremony, Precious said: 
“It is a great honour to win this 
important award, I am so surprised 
that it is me. The Laurie’s Legacy 
Awards remember Laurie and 
inspire us. I am so proud and hope 
that I am a worthy winner. We 
thank the McCauley family for all 
their support.”

In recent years, St. Mary’s have 
invited colleagues from partner 
schools and business sponsors to 
join them in South Africa.  Chris 
Crowther, from business sponsor 
Cardinal Maritime, joined the team 
for the 2012 visit:

“I would like to thank the St. 
Mary’s staff and students for being 
so welcoming to me when I joined 
the team to go to South Africa. 
It was very much a team or even 
a large family and I was made to 
feel part of it. I had an amazing 
experience in South Africa learning 
about a different culture. I enjoyed 
every minute of the visit and feel 
that the partnership between St. 
Mary’s and Mnyakanya School is 
providing remarkable opportunities 
to develop new attitudes and life 
skills. I can see that for many 
students, from both countries 
that the experience really is life 
changing. I am so grateful for the 
opportunity St. Mary’s and my 
employers, Cardinal Maritime have 
given me. I have become a better 
person through this experience. 
The work of the Bambisanani 
Partnership is so valuable.”



Mr Geldart was delighted with the 
visit:

“We had a fantastic team and I 
cannot praise them all enough for 
what they achieved. My colleagues 
made the most wonderful and 
unique contributions and the 
students responded in ways that 
continually gives me so much 
faith in young people. When I see 
the impact of our work on young 
people and adults in both countries 
such outlined in this report, it is 
clear that despite many difficulties 
and frustrations we are making 
a real difference in some people’s 
lives. This visit has highlighted 
enormous challenges for the future 
but it has also given us the spirit 
and motivation to respond to these 
challenges. There is much more 
to do but we intend to keep the 
Olympic torch burning”.

International first for St. Mary’s 
and Mnyakanya

Fourteen students from St. Mary’s 
ten students from Mnyakanya High 
School became the first young 

people in different continents to 
receive the Diana Award for their 
collaboration on the Bambisanani 
Partnership. 

The fourteen students from 
Mnyakanya High School were 
also the first South Africans to be 
presented with the International 
Diana Award, an award set up 
in memory of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. 

The Diana Award was established 
in the UK in 1999 in memory 
of Diana, Princess of Wales, as a 
legacy to her belief in the power of 
young people to change the world. 
The British Prime Minister David 
Cameron is a Patron of the Diana 
Award. 

The International Diana Award was 
launched in 2011; it is in keeping 
with the remarkable charitable 
work that Princess Diana herself 
pioneered all around the world. 
Recipients are young people from 
across the globe who are committed 
to helping others and improving 
their communities.  International 
Award Holders include volunteers, 
fundraisers, campaigners and those 
who have overcome adversity.

Over the last year the Young 
Leaders at Mnyakanya School 
developed a HIV/AIDS education 
programme that they delivered 
in their community.  They raised 
awareness of HIV/Aids in schools 
and Health Clinics, supported 
people suffering from HIV and 
encouraged young pregnant teens 
to continue their education. 

Mrs PK Zondi, who has co-
ordinated the volunteering 
at Mnyakanya High School, 
nominated the Young Leaders for 
the International Diana Award. She 
said:  
“We are delighted that the Young 
Leaders are the first South Africans 
to receive the International 
Diana Award. The Bambisanani 
Partnership has inspired both our 
schools in so many ways.  My 
learners who have developed the 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Programme 
are helping to educate the 
community.  They encourage those 
with HIV/AIDS to be positive 
and to look after themselves.  
They show love to others and 
are wonderful role models; they 
do not discriminate and are not 
judgemental, they have developed 
a real empathy for others.  The 
impact of their work is amazing; 
they are changing the lives of 
others.”

Fourteen students from St. Mary’s 
also received the prestigious Diana 
Award for their work in South 
Africa.  The students visited the 
country in July 2012 and worked 
at Mnyakanya School, Ntolwane 
Primary and the Zulufadder 
Orphanage.  Young Leaders from 
Mnyakanya and St. Mary’s jointly 
organised Sports and Reading 
Festivals for local primary schools.

Mr Geldart said: 
“The area of South Africa that 
we work in has one of the highest 
rates of HIV/AIDS in the world, 
unemployment is extremely high 
and adult illiteracy is greater than 



60%.  Education is key in breaking 
this cycle of ignorance and poverty.  
I am so proud of the young 
volunteers from Mnyakanya and 
St. Mary’s.  These young people are 
doing things for others that really 
matter.  Their positive actions and 
commitment is making a difference 
in the world.  They are wonderful 
role models who I know have 
already inspired others.  They are 
all honoured to receive the Diana 
Award.”

Tessy Ojo, Executive Director at 
the Diana Award said: 
“The Bambisanani Partnership 
is a wonderful collaboration that 
joins young people from different 
countries together to achieve a 
common goal; improving the lives 
of others. We are delighted that 
the dedication of young people in 
Yorkshire and South Africa can be 
celebrated with a Diana Award. 
With a growing network of 38,000 
Award Holders, we are building 
a force of young people who are 
committed to take social action and 
improve our communities all over 
the world.”

South African businessman is 
impressed by St. Mary’s

South African businessman 
Richard Chennells took time out of 
his busy schedule to spend two days 
at St. Mary’s.  Mr Chennells has 

witnessed, first hand, the school’s 
work in South Africa’s and had 
promised to visit St. Mary’s when 
he was next in Europe.

Whilst at St. Mary’s he spent time 
with students who had recently 
returned from volunteering 
in South Africa, students that 
would like to visit South Africa 
in the future and members of 
the Bambisanani Enterprises, a 
student led business which raises 
money to support the work of the 
partnership.

Mr Chennells said,

“I have had a wonderful two 
days at St. Mary’s.  The teachers, 
students and support staff are 
quite inspirational.  I have found a 
real sense of ‘team’ and a genuine 
desire to make a difference in 
South Africa.  There is a real energy 
and purpose at St. Mary’s which 
is clearly driven by sound values.  
My commitment to support the 
fantastic Bambisanani Partnership 
has been strengthened by this visit.”

Whilst at the school, Mr Chennells 
also met with Mr Bill Hudson from 
the Rotary Club of Aireborough to 
explore the possibility of developing 
a joint project between St. Mary’s, 
the Rotary Club of Aireborough 
and Rotary Clubs in South Africa, 
raising the required funding to 
build toilets at Mnyakanya School.  
Mr Geldart said:

“It was a pleasure to welcome 
Richard to the school; he, his 
family and his local Rotary Club 

have supported our work in South 
Africa for several years and it was 
great that he could meet more of 
our students and staff.  His talks 
to students were inspirational, 
particularly his emphasis on ‘the 
duty’ we all have to support those 
less fortunate than ourselves.  
Such visits help strengthen the 
sustainability of our partnership.”
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